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By Rabbi Alison B. Kobey 
  
Every year around this time, God and I get into many arguments.  I remain unconvinced that four major 
holidays plus the start of Religious School should happen all within the same month.  It makes for an 
extremely busy season for me.  Why not spread out all these major moments?  On a certain level, we 
would probably appreciate each one more if they were not all within a short time period.   
 
Nonetheless, as of the writing of this bulletin column, like every other year, I have lost the argument 
with God (so please read all the information!)  If history is any predictor on behavior, I imagine that I 
will try again next year, and the year after, and the year after, until one day, God finally says, “Oy, okay, 
enough already.  We can keep Rosh Hashanah in Tishrei, but we will move Yom Kippur to November, 
Sukkot to January, and Simchat Torah to March.” I look forward to that day when my conversation with 
God takes a different turn.   
 
But, like many things in our lives, the grass is always greener on the other side.  If God were to ever say 
that, would I really be satisfied?  Hmm… probably not.  Can we just move holidays until they are 
convenient?  We probably would never get around to celebrating them.  Maybe my actual calendar 
would be easier (then again, maybe not), but despite the insane scheduling that this season brings, I love 
the start of school and love the holidays.  The school brings a wonderful, vibrant atmosphere into the 
building.  Helping students connect to Judaism, making it come alive in different ways... it is terrific to 
witness.  With each of the holidays, there is a different flavor of God-ideas, from Ruler to Healer to 
Judge, to Merciful One, to Gardener, to Rejoicer and so many more. 
 
Join us.  Come be part of all the holidays.  Join us for our Sukkot festival.  Get involved in adult 
learning.  Participate in social action and more.  We have such a vibrant sacred home and this Fall brings 
all sorts of fun and joy.  Judaism is most vibrant when we are together. There is much to celebrate. I do 
hope you will be part of it. 
 
L’Shalom, 
Rabbi Alison B. Kobey 
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President’s Column​  
 
I’m writing this on a rainy day at Yiddishland (YL), something I’ve looked forward to for a year. I spent 
the weekend at Yiddish Vokh (YV), then came here on Monday. If you’ve spent more than ten minutes 
with me, you know how important Yiddish is to me. So this is like my own personal Super Bowl.  
 
It seems incredible that there are two separate Yiddish camps at nearly the same time only 40 miles 
apart, but it’s true. It reminds me of the old joke about the Jewish man who built two shuls on the island 
on which he was shipwrecked, one he attends and the other he wouldn’t be caught dead in. For me 
though, I gleefully attend both. It doesn’t hurt that they are both in the area in which I grew up.  
 
By far the best part of these camps is that there is such unapologetic Jewish joy here, a rare thing today. 
And open gender noncompliance, as my friend Dani would call it, with no hesitation. The world can be 
a dangerous place for many but here, in this Jewish space, there is peace. There is art. There is love. Fear 
takes the week off. 
 
Between the two programs, I’ve experienced a wide range of Jewish expression. Yiddish Vokh is held at 
an Orthodox camp. Everything is strictly kosher, there are two types of Shabbes services (egalitarian and 
mechitzah/separated). Many attendees are life-long Yiddish speakers often from frum communities.  
 
Yiddishland, on the other hand, is run by the Workers Circle, a 125-year-old Jewish workers’ union and 
cultural organization. They offer top-notch Yiddish classes online and support a great deal of Yiddish 
music and theater, alongside social justice activism.  Jewish culture takes precedence but that doesn’t 
preclude religious expression. I attended a beautiful Kabbalat Shabbat service and candle lighting.  
 
Both camps are well-attended: 135 at YV and over 200 at YL, with a few double-dippers like me. Most, 
however, choose one or the other. Both cater to families and have programs for kids and adults. There is 
space for both Jewish religion and culture, though to varying degrees. Yiddish, far from dead, unites 
folks from different backgrounds and levels of observance and is incredibly open. It is a wonderful 
experience in our current political and social reality. The large young adult cohort is inspirational. It 
gives me hope for the future.  
 
Coming home from my Yiddish adventures marks the end of summer for me, especially as the high 
holidays are early this year. I am excited about our services and programs for the holiday season and the 
upcoming year. I hope COC can be the sort of bright Jewish light and pride I saw at Yiddish camp this 
summer. There is space for everyone here. If you think something is missing, please reach out to me; we 
will try to make it happen. 
 
Zay gezunt and shtark, 
Meghan Howard 

 
 

3 
OR CHADASH FOCUS  



Elul, Tishrei, Cheshvan 5786-5787​ ​ ​ September/October 2026​
​ ​  
 
SHABBAT/HOLIDAY SERVICES  (While we encourage in person attendance, these services 
are all multi-access. Zoom and YouTube  links are found in our weekly e-mail blasts.) 
 
Friday, September 4 - 6:15pm Shabbat 
Services with birthday blessings 
 
Saturday, September 5 - 7:00pm Video 
followed by discussion then Havdallah with 
Selichot Services 
 
Sunday, September 6  - 2:00pm (COC 
preferred time) or 10:00am Communal 
Cemetery Service at Garden of Remembrance 
 
Friday, September 11 - 7:30pm Erev Rosh 
Hashanah Services 
 
Saturday, September 12 - 9:00am Young 
Family Rosh Hashanah Services 
Saturday, September 12 - 10:00am Rosh 
Hashanah Morning Services 
Saturday, September 12 - 12:30(ish) Rosh 
Hashanah Luncheon (RSVPs required) 
Saturday, September 12 - 2:45pm Tashlich 
 
Friday, September 18 - 6:15pm Shabbat 
Shuvah Services with anniversary blessings 
 
Sunday, September 20 - 7:30pm Kol 
Nidrei/Erev Yom Kippur Services 
 
Monday, September 21 - 9:00am Young 
Family Yom Kippur Services 
Monday, September 21 - 10:00am Yom Kippur 
Morning Services 
Monday, September 21 - 12:00pm(ish) Rise 
Against Hunger 
Monday, September 21 - 3:15pm Yom Kippur 
Afternoon Services 
Monday, September 21 - 4:45pm Yom Kippur 
Yizkor Services 
Monday, September 21 - Break-the-Fast  
(RSVPs encouraged, but not required) 
 

 
 
Friday, September 25 - 6:15pm Shabbat and 
Erev Sukkot Services with popcorn taste-off 
 
Sunday, September 27 - 9:45am Communal 
Sukkot Festival 
 
Friday, October 2 - 6:15pm Shabbat and Erev 
Simchat Torah/Consecration Services with 
dairy/vegetarian pot-luck dinner and 
make-your-own sundae dessert 
 
Friday, October 9 - 6:15pm Shabbat Services 
with birthday blessings 
 
Friday, October 16 - 6:15pm Shabbat Services 
  
Friday, October 23 - 6:15pm Shabbat Services 
with anniversary blessings 
 
Saturday, October 24 - 10:00am Shabbat 
Services with 6th and 7th grade participation 
 
Saturday, October 24 -5:00pm Havdallah with 
challah making 
 
Friday, October 30 - 6:15pm Shabbat Services 
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More High Holiday Information 
 
Cemetery Service (Kever Avot) 
The ritual is called Kever Avot, literally meaning grave of the ancestors, and is an opportunity to 
physically visit the cemetery right before the High Holy Days. While our loved ones may be buried in a 
variety of cemeteries across the globe, we still hold space to gather. This year, we will join the wider 
Jewish community to reflect and remember our loved ones, regardless of where they are buried. The 
community ceremony will offer prayers and reflections as well as have space for your own private 
moments. Join the wider community on Sunday, September 6th at 2:00pm for a more intimate 
experience and to gather with other Or Chadash-ites, but if that time is not doable, there will also 
be a larger community Kever Avot ritual at 10:00am.  Both will occur at Garden of Remembrance 
(14321 Comus Rd., Clarksburg, MD 20871) and there will be signs and/or people from the cemetery to 
help with directions. 

Tashlich  
This is a communal ritual to help cast off our “sins” and free ourselves of the past. We meet on Rosh 
Hashanah for a shared ritual that also allows for private reflection. Some people use bread, others use 
pebbles to gently toss into a stream as part of casting off our wrong-doings. Please note that where we 
meet is handicapped accessible. 
 
Lulav & Etrog 
Lulav/Etrog sets at $60.  Please RSVP to the Rabbi by September 5. NO LATE RSVPs! 
 
Non-Member Attendance 
If you are a non-member looking to join us for the High Holy Days, welcome.  We ask for a suggested 
donation of $180 per person, per holiday, but also recognize people are in different financial positions.  
For security purposes, we ask for guests names in advance of the holidays.  Please reach out to Rabbi 
Kobey with any questions or to add someone to our guest list. 

Rise Against Hunger 
Back by popular demand! This Yom Kippur we are doing our tenth annual feed-the-hungry program! 
After morning services, we will be providing an opportunity to directly feed the hungry. While we still 
will be doing our local food drive for Manna (and hope you will give), this Yom Kippur we will also do 
a project that will have an international focus. This year we will be packing over 11,000 meals to ship to 
people in-need in food impoverished parts of the world. In the last few years, our food went to Haiti, 
Madagascar, New Orleans, as a few examples.                                                  ​  
The program has strict requirements and one is a large indoor space. Thus, the program will occur 
immediately after morning services and will go (give or take on the timing) until afternoon services. I 
ask, in advance, for your patience as there might be a bit of “organized chaos,” both at the conclusion of 
morning services and again before the start of afternoon services. 

5 
OR CHADASH FOCUS  



Elul, Tishrei, Cheshvan 5786-5787​ ​ ​ September/October 2026​
​ ​  
 
The event is open to anyone ages 4 and above who wishes to help. People need to wear closed-toed 
shoes and we will be standing as we pack the boxes of food, although there are a few positions for 
people who need to sit. People will need to wear gloves and hair nets, both of which they provide. If you 
are interested, please sign up on the link below. If you are signing up multiple people within your 
household, please list everyone individually so we know who to expect. 
We look forward to Yom Kippur and this special Rise Against Hunger program.  Sign up here! 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545A4AB2B0-64920189-cocrise 
Note that this program is not free.  We have to pay for the food that we package and it costs 
Congregation Or Chadash several thousand dollars every year. 
To date, Rabbi Kobey has been supplementing any donations from her discretionary fund to make sure 
we can keep this program running.  But we really need congregants to donate to this worthwhile 
program in order to continue doing this year after year. 
If every family that plans to participate can consider making a directed donation to the program, it would 
make a large difference. Thank you for your help! 
 
High Holiday Appeal 
To make a donation to the High Holy Day Appeal, you are welcome to use the QR code below, or mail 
or bring a check to Or Chadash. Please note that the QR code will bring you to Rakefet on-line, which 
will allow you to make a one time donation or reoccurring donation as you wish. 

 
 

High Holiday Honors 
As is our custom, we use the High Holidays as one of our opportunities to say “thank you.” Everyone 
who receives an honor during the High Holidays is nominated by one, if not more, member of the 
Leadership Group (Committee Chairs, Board, etc.) for their efforts on behalf of Or Chadash over the 
past year. We thank them for their dedication, and hope that in the coming year, you too will be an active 
volunteer and be on the bimah during Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur. To all our current volunteers: 
THANK YOU! Our sacred family is great because of you! 

 
 
 
 

6 
OR CHADASH FOCUS  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545A4AB2B0-64920189-cocrise


Elul, Tishrei, Cheshvan 5786-5787​ ​ ​ September/October 2026​
​ ​  
 

Religious School Committee​  
Although our children have returned to their 
secular schools, Congregation Or Chadash’s 
Religious School is still a few weeks from 
beginning. Sunday Religious School will begin 
on September 27 and Tuesday Religious 
School will begin on September 29. 
 
Attending High Holiday services on September 
11-12 (Rosh Hashanah) and September 20-21 
(Yom Kippur) with your children will not only 
be an opportunity for reflection and renewal but 
will also be an excellent warm-up to Religious 
School. Our Sukkot service on Friday, 
September 25, is always festive and another 
opportunity for our students to read Hebrew and 
see their friends—and for you to see your Or 
Chadash family! 
 
Speaking of Sukkot, this year we are bringing 
back an Or Chadash classic: the Sukkot 
Festival! Our first day of Religious School will 
begin with students meeting their teachers, but 
most of the morning will be the 
community-wide Sukkot Festival, with a moon 

bounce, harvest-themed activities for children 
and adults, and of course, the Sukkah. A few 
days later, we will have our special Simchat 
Torah and Consecration service on Friday, 
October 2, when we celebrate the Torah and 
welcome new students to our Religious School. 
 
If you have not done so already, please complete 
the 2026-27 Religious School registration form 
and submit it to the Temple office as soon as 
possible. Please fully complete your registration 
form, even if the only information on the form 
that changes from this past year is your child’s 
age and grade. If you have any questions or 
need copies of the form, you can contact the 
Temple office at 301-482-1025. You can also 
find a fillable PDF version of the form in the 
April 17 email from Congregation Or Chadash. 
Thanks to all the families that have already 
submitted your school forms. 
 
L’Shalom,  
The Religious School Committee 

 
Religious School Faculty Meeting on Tuesday, September 15 at 6:30pm. 
 
Religious School Calendar 
In session: September 27 (first day of Sundays as part of Sukkot festival), September 29 (first day of 
Tuesdays), October 4, 6, 11, 13, 18, 20, 25, 27 
 
Sukkot Festival 
Our first day of Religious School will be an atypical day.  It is Sunday, September 27 and we are going 
to briefly meet at 9:30am for a Religious School welcome and then have a major Sukkot festival, 
inviting our Religious School students, siblings, our entire congregation, and non-members to our fun 
and games. There will be a moon bounce, adult and child learning, crafts, food, and all sorts of 
fun. Mark your calendar for 9:30am for Religious School students and 9:45am-11:45am for the 
community at large with a program wrap-up at 11:45am. 
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Torah Study​  
Please note that some Torah Study sessions are in person only and some are Zoom only. 
Saturday, Sept. 5 – 9:30am (Zoom Only) 
Netzavim-Vayelech (Deuteronomy 29:9-31:1-30) 
Who gets the covenant? What happens if we act in 
an idolatrous manner? Will God ever leave us? 
How does Moses prepare for his death? Why 
should we read Torah? What is God’s prediction 
about our behavior? 
 

Saturday, Sept. 19 - 9:30am (Zoom Only) 
Ha’Azinu (Deuteronomy 32:1-52) How is Moses’ 
song? Does Moses love God? Does Moses love the 
Israelites? What do you think Moses thinks about 
the land of Israel? 
 

Saturday, Sept. 26 – 9:30am (In-Person Only, 
outside in the Sukkah weather permitting, or in the 
sanctuary if the weather does not cooperate) 
Ecclesiastes text study  
 
Saturday, October 3 – 9:30am (Zoom Only) 
V’zot HaBrachah (Deuteronomy 33:1-34:12) 
What are Moses’ final thoughts? What are God’s 
final thoughts about Moses?  
 
Saturday, October 10 - 9:30am (In person only) 
Bereisheet (Genesis 1:1-6:8) What is your favorite 
creation day and why? What is God’s biggest 
regret? What is yours? What is our primary 
purpose in life? 

Saturday, October 10 – 11:00am  (In person 
only) Talmud Class 

Saturday, October 17 – 9:30am (In person only) 
Noach (Genesis 6:9-11:32) There are no mitzvot 
directly in this Torah portion, but we do have the 
Noahide laws. Do you think the Noahide laws are 
the most relevant today? What would you do 
instead? What does it mean to be righteous? 

 

Saturday, October 24 – 10:00am (Multi-access)  
Join us at Shabbat Services and hear about the 
Torah portion Lech L’chah. 

Saturday, October 31 – 9:30am (Zoom only) 
Vayera (Genesis 18:1-22:24) How do justice and 
compassion balance one another? How does merit 
impact others? This portion has two notable 
mitzvot, visiting the sick and hospitality. 

Adult Learning 
We have a robust fall calendar of Adult Learning.  
We hope you will join us as your schedules allow. 
  
Wednesday, Sept. 2 at 7:30pm (In person only) 
Wednesday, Sept. 9 at 6:30pm (In person only) 
Elul on Ramp 
     Two different sessions to learn more about       
     specific prayers, rituals, and customs pertaining     
     to the High Holy Days. 
  
Wednesday, Oct. 7, 7:00pm-8:30pm (In person 
only) Moment of Memory & a Deeper Look at the 
Israeli Election 
 
Fridays, Oct. 9. 23 and Nov. 6, 20, 
12:00pm-1:30pm (Zoom only) 
Deeper Look at the Holiness Code: Moral Issues of 
Our Time 
 
Sunday, Oct. 11, 9:45am-11:45am (In person 
only) 
Open Discussion about Israel 
 
Wednesday, Oct. 28, 7:00pm-8:30pm (In person 
only)  Mindful Eating 
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Keeping Up with Or Chadash 
 
Committee Meetings 
 

Membership Committee 
Wednesday, September 9 and October 14 at 
5:30pm (in person only) 

 
Ritual Committee  

Sunday, October 11 at 5:00pm  (Zoom only) 

 
 
 

 
 
Save the Date!! 
We are so excited about our 
Scholar-in-Residence weekend! Please save the  
dates of Friday, November 20 and Saturday, 
November 21 for Michael Twitty. Michael 
Twitty has written a few books, including “The 
Cooking Gene” and “KosherSoul,” and was the 
winner of the James Beard Foundation Book 
Award for the Book of the Year. He is an author, 
historical interpreter, African-American Jewish 
history culinary historian and the weekend will 
be sure to uplift all of us. More details to come, 
but for now save Friday at services and then the 
Saturday morning and Saturday evening for joy, 
stories, food, and community. 
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COC Trip to Israel 
Why go to Israel with Or Chadash in 2027?! In our polarized world and the way the news often presents 
Israel, it is even more important to see Israel, both with its beauty and with its blemishes, and to 
understand the diversity of the people even in the midst of the current right-wing government. As an 
incentive to join this Or Chadash trip, if you register before Rosh Hashanah, you will be automatically 
entered into a raffle. One winner will get $1000 off of the cost of the trip! We really want to help gather 
a group of us and journey into a world of delicious food, learning, culture, stories, connection, and fun! 
The trip is May 26, 2027-June 6, 2027. If you are interested in the trip, please reach out to Rabbi for 
questions or the registration link (or both). 
 
  
Shabbat Greeter and Tech Support 
We would love for you to sign up on the SignUpGenius (or reach out to Rabbi if you are having trouble) 
to be the door greeter person or the tech person. If you are not yet trained in either (or both), we are 
happy to train you! This link is also the link for the Oneg list. Thank you in advance for volunteering! 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050845ACA622A7FC1-56236090-shabbat#/ 
 
Celebrating Simchas (Happy Occasions) 
Celebrate your birthday with your Or Chadash family.  Be called to the bimah and receive a special 
blessing and birthday treat to mark the occasion.  We have birthday blessings every month.  For the 
month of September, come on September 4 at 6:15pm, and for October, join us on October 9 at 
6:15pm. 

We also celebrate anniversaries within our Or Chadash family.  Be invited onto the bimah for a special 
blessing and treat (different treat than the birthday blessings).  This is also monthly with anniversary 
blessings on September 18 at 6:15pm and October 23 at 6:15pm.  Do you have other simchas to 
share?  Let Rabbi Kobey know, so we can rejoice together. 

 
Prospective Members 
We need your help! We know that word of mouth is the best way for people to find us and get to know 
us. If you know of a possible member, please send us the name and any contact information you might 
have. Then, we will reach out and include the person(s) in a small group opportunity. We hope to hear 
from you! There are so many holidays and events coming up! We would love to see you and also meet 
someone new! 
 
First Aid at Temple 
We hope you never need first-aid, but as an FYI, there are band-aids and cream in the kitchen, near the 
sink, and in the office and there is an A.E.D. (defibrillator) machine mounted near the glass doors 
leading into the sanctuary from the foyer. 
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Kosher Policy 
Please be mindful of our kosher policy. This includes any/all Temple events on Temple property plus 
Religious School and youth group field trips. Did you know that we have a kosher policy at 
Congregation Or Chadash? If you are not familiar with our policy, or to make sure that everyone 
remembers, here it is: 
 
Kashrut is the term applied to foods that meet Jewish religious requirements. It is used in the sense of 
food that is ritually clean and edible. Kasher or Kosher means fit to eat. Congregation Or Chadash asks 
that all people using the building or on Temple grounds, including our members, show respect for our 
sacred tradition, so that all food served is acceptable to all of our members.  
 
Or Chadash follows Biblical Kosher rules meaning: 
There should be no treif at all in the building (i.e., no pig and no shellfish). 
Gelatin is made from pigs and is not okay. It is found in marshmallows and in many candies. 
There should be no mixing of milk and meat (includes chicken) throughout the entire event. This 
includes “large” or “small” ingredients.  
     Examples include: 
          o Cheeseburgers 
          o Chicken dinner with rolls and butter 
          o Chicken dinner with ice cream for dessert 
          o A cake made with butter at a meal with meat. 
There may not be dairy foods at one table and meat foods at a different table.  Pareve means something 
neutral, such as fish or eggs and can be served with either dairy or meat. It means the items cannot even 
have minor meat or milk ingredients. 
 
If students are at a Congregation Or Chadash Religious School program outside of the Temple as part of 
their Religious School class, we expect them to follow the Congregation Or Chadash Kosher Policy. 
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Brotherhood 
The Brotherhood met for its monthly dinners in 
July (Copper Canyon Grill) and August (Sabai 
Sabai), and we have plans for monthly dinners 
going forward, too.  If you haven’t joined us for 
dinner, please consider it. 
The Brotherhood also worked with Rob 
Eisenberg on the temple’s Fall Cleanup, which 
took place on August 30.  We had a good 
turnout and the work went smoothly and 
quickly.  The temple grounds are now ready for 
the High Holidays! 
 
Mah Jongg 
We meet on the third Sunday of the month from 
2:00pm - 4:00pm.  All levels are encouraged 
and beginners are welcome.  Everyone is 
learning and we will provide instruction and 
refreshers as needed.  There is no obligation to 
come every month … just come whenever you 
are able.  If you have and are able, please bring 
a Mah Jongg set and/or square card table. 
American Mah Jongg is played according to the 
rules and standard hands of the National Mah 
Jongg League.  The Official Standard Hands 
and Rules Cards can be ordered at National Mah 
Jongg League 
(https://www.nationalmahjonggleague.org/‌index
.aspx).  It is $14 for a regular card and $15 for a 
large-print card.  Please join us even if you do 
not (yet) have a card - we have some extras and 
can share. 
 
Congregation Or Chadash Book Club  
The next meeting of the Congregation Or 
Chadash Book Club is Friday, September 18 at 
11:30am at Wegmans Market Cafe, 20600 
Seneca Meadows Parkway, Germantown.  This 
is an in-person meeting, Zoom is not available. 
The book for September is “The Amen Effect: 
Ancient Wisdom to Mend Our Broken Hearts 
and World” by Sharon Brous.  This book is 

available at the Montgomery County Public 
Libraries. Book club discussion questions will 
be included in the reminder email.  This is a 
coed book club.  All are welcome to attend!  
Please RSVP by Tuesday, September 14 to 
Jane Harris, clamityjgh@aol.com. 
 
Library Committee 
Be sure to check out the Library books on 
display in the lobby.  Also, we added 38 new 
books to our collection in June.  Here's a brief 
sampling of our new additions: “Just Shy of 
Ordinary,” by A.J. Sass, in the Teen Fiction 
section in room 108; “Let There be Water: 
Israel's Solution for a Water-Starved World,” in 
the Israel section (in the main library); “Rashi's 
Daughters, Box II: Miriam,” by Maggie Anton, 
in Fiction; “The Italian-Kosher Cookbook,” by 
Ruth and Bob Grossman (in Cooking); and “The 
Book of Psalms, a Translation with 
Commentary,” by Robert Alter (in Bible and 
Texts).  Come by, browse, and borrow a book! 
 
Social Action Committee 
Social Action is kicking off the fall with our 
participation in the Montgomery County 
Interfaith Labor Day Walk/Run on Monday, 
September 7 from 8:00–10:00 a.m. at the 
Maryland Soccerplex in Boyds.  The event 
brings together people from diverse faiths to 
benefit residents in Montgomery County. This 
year the money collected from the walk/run will 
be donated to Gaithersburg HELP and C4 
Clothes Closet. 
COC’s Social Action Committee contributed 
$180.00 to The New Neighbor Interfaith 
Alliance (NNIA). NNIA provides support for 
new immigrants. This group has been a lifeline 
for the families it serves. The donation was in 
support of NNIA’s annual “Set Them Up For 
Success” Volleyball Fundraiser in August. 
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Young people are less likely to vote than their  
older counterparts. As part of the Religious 
Action Committee’s 2026 Every Voice, Every 
Vote Campaign, COC’s Social Action 
Committee hosted a postcard party on Sunday 
August 23 to encourage young people to register 
and vote in the mid-term election. We will have 
everything you need including the script, cards, 
pens, and stamps. We hope to hold at least one 
more postcard event this fall. This fall, we plan 
to prepare a dinner for Stepping Stones Family 
Shelter. Please contact Arlene Greenspan at 
(404) 683-0271 if you would like to help with 
meal preparation or food delivery. We have not 
yet designated a date. Those who volunteer can 
help decide a date that works for everyone. 
 
Fundraising Committee 
The Fundraising Committee is rolling along and 
very excited for this year and beyond!  We had a 
great second meeting with seven very engaged 

members attending.  
If something peaks your interest or you have an 
idea, join in!  The next meeting is in September 
so watch the Happenings for details! 
We discussed many things including:  
-Actively marketing the rental of the 
Sanctuary/Social Hall for events of course with 
the Board & Rabbi approval. 
-Organizing a Farmer’s Market & Vendor 
Showcase (either in Nov. or this spring) with 
congregation members & area businesses 
participating and possibly having a food truck. 
-A fundraising Gourmet Safari Supper on 
November 14.  Members would attend for a  
fixed cost with proceeds going to the temple.   
A Miriam’s Tea & Music/Israeli Dancing event 
on February 28.   
-Encouraging use of the Sanctuary Memorial 
Board and the Simcha Tree of Life to honor 
loved ones. 
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Condolences 
We extend our deep condolences to Barbara Marx and her family on the death of her mother, Florence 
Stein, on July 17. 

Mazel Tov 
Mazel Tov to Ray and Debbie Lessans on the birth of their grandchild, Bennett Steven Wright on July 
14.  The proud parents are Sheridan and Sean Wright. 
 
Mazel Tov to Claire and Greg SanNicholas on the wedding of the daughter Eliza to Shamus Roeder on 
June 6. 
 

Oneg Schedule 
Oneg assignments have been made for the year.  Assignments for May are listed below. We appreciate 
everyone's willingness to provide hospitality for our community in our sacred home. If you have any 
issues with your assignment, please email us at orchadashadmin@gmail.com. You will be sent a 
reminder the Monday beforehand. 
 

Friday, Sept. 4 TBD Oneg A (wine/juice/drinks, sweet treats) 
Dennis & Karen Conner Oneg B (challah, fruit/veggies, healthy snacks) 

Friday, Sept. 11 TBD Oneg A (wine/juice/drinks, sweet treats) 
Susie Gellert Oneg B (challah, fruit/veggies, healthy snacks) 

Friday, Sept. 18 Gary & Ina Meyer Oneg A (wine/juice/drinks, sweet treats) 
Lisa & Danny Cooperstein Oneg B (challah, fruit/veggies, healthy snacks) 

Friday, Sept. 25 Felrice Family Oneg A (wine/juice/drinks, sweet treats) 
Gatti Family Oneg B (challah, fruit/veggies, healthy snacks) 

Friday, Oct. 9 Samantha Frankel Oneg A (wine/juice/drinks, sweet treats) 
Reese Family Oneg B (challah, fruit/veggies, healthy snacks) 

Friday, Oct. 16 Donna Goldsteen Oneg A (wine/juice/drinks, sweet treats) 
Himmelfarb Family Oneg B (challah, fruit/veggies, healthy snacks) 

Friday, Oct. 23 Bailen Family Oneg A (wine/juice/drinks, sweet treats) 
Kathleen Lorenz Oneg B (challah, fruit/veggies, healthy snacks) 

Friday, Oct. 30 Nancy Goldspiel Oneg A (wine/juice/drinks, sweet treats) 
Arlene Greenspan & Mike 
Crutcher 

Oneg B (challah, fruit/veggies, healthy snacks) 
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Thank You to Our Donors​  
Thank you to our generous donors. Note that this list includes donations that were deposited between 
mid-June and mid-August.  Please contact the office for more information. 
 

General Donations 
Anonymous: In Memory of  
   Florence Stein  
Larry & Cindy Bender: In Memory of Florence  
   Stein 
Luciano Benenati: In Memory of John Benenati 
Howard & Melissa Benowitz 
Irwin & Terri Binder 
Susan & Scott Chidakel 
Andrew & Suzanne Colby: In Memory of     
   Florence Stein and Robin Colby 
Jack Goldman & Susan Drubin 
Bruce Katz & Lynne Mofenson 
 
Alex & Melissa Lebedinsky 
Louis & Ting Rosenthal: In Memory of Evelyn  
   Rosenthal 
Marc & Geri Sliffman 
Ziona Mossman Swigart & Thomas Swigart 
 
Rise Against Hunger 
Howard & Melissa Benowitz 
Michael & Cara Breuer 
 
 

 

 
Rabbi Discretionary Fund 
Sandra Lynn & David Dirlam 
David & Lynn Kobey 
Hilary & Jaime Rosenbloom 
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Yahrtzeits​  
If you have an upcoming yahrtzeit that is not listed, please call the office at 301-482-1025, and we will 
add any names you wish to remember. Names will be read at Shabbat services during the week of a 
loved one’s death. When two dates are shown, the names will be read during the Friday evening and 
Saturday morning Shabbat services. Note that the second column lists the observing member. 
 

Friday, September 4​​  
**Amelia Lobsenz Abrahams​  Mother of Michael    
  ​ ​     Abrahams 
Barbara Brody Chittum​ Mother of Russ Chittum 
 
Friday, September 11 
Edith Cahn​ Grandmother of Lisa Cahn 
Victor Farhi​ Father of Lona Farhi 
Sheila Geisler​ Mother of Andrew Colby 
Peggy Weber Sedman​ Fred Petok & Marsha Weber 
 
Friday, September 18 
Isaac Goldsteen Hay​ Son of Donna Goldsteen & Carl 
​ Hay 
Anne Rosenthal​ Mother of Cindy Bender 
Mildred Ross​ Great-aunt of Ellyn Baum 
 
Friday, September 25 
Gertrude Marx​ Grandmother of Fred Marx 
Samuel Weidler​ Father of Nancy Isaacson 
 
Friday, October 2 
Jerome Apirian​ Father of Susan Drubin 
**Yetta Bell​ Mother of Heather Bergman 
Ronald Kalman​ Father of Karen Conner 
Bernice Perselay​ Aunt of Jane Harris 
Leon Segal​ Grandfather of Jared Bellman 
Betty Sommer​ Grandmother of Heather Held 
 
 
Friday, October 9 
Lorraine Aronson​ Mother of Marci Nadler 
Maxine Bellman​ Grandmother of Jared Bellman 
Meyer Epstein​ Father of Alan Epstein 
**Yta Geller​ Mother-in-Law of Susan Gellert, 
​  Grandmother of Jesse Gellert 

 
Friday, October 16 
Ann Bailen​ Mother of Rich Bailen 
Gabrielle Eve Barkan-Bilow  Daughter of Daniel & 
​ ​ Elizabeth Bilow 
Arline Baum​ Mother of Joe Baum 
David Breuer​ Brother of Michael Breuer 
Ike Cohen​ Grandfather of Heather Held 
Howard Seal White​ Father of Susan White 
**Marshall Zeidman​ Uncle of Philip Zeidman 
 
Friday, October 23 
Arthur Aronson​ Father of Marci Nadler 
Shirley Blum​ Aunt of Howard Kaufman 
Alvin Charens​ Uncle of Michelle Bailen 
Stanley Goldberg​ Father of Julie Swain 
George Goldenberg​ Grandfather of Diane Levitus 
Harriet Leef​ Aunt of Diane Levitus 
Franklin Rosenfeld​ Father of Karen Rosenfeld-Dean 
Nicholas Stroud​ Father-in-Law of Rebecca Stroud 
 
Friday, October 30 
Anna Benenati​ Mother of Luciano Benenati 
Joseph Binder​ Father of Irwin Binder 
Hans Breuer​ Father of Michael Breuer 
Ronald Engel​ Father of Sheri Dayton 
Gertrude Lessans​ Mother of Ray Lessans 
Matti Powojski​ Cousin of Ziona Mossman 
​  Swigart 
Else Rosenblum​ Grandmother of Ziona Mossman 
​   Swigart 
Ida Thorner​ Mother of Bruce Thorner 
 
 
**Yahrtzeit Plaque 

George Miller​ Father of Ina Meyer 
Lovice Price​ Mother of Esther Streusand 
Robert Swigart​ Brother of Thomas Swigart 
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           Congregation Or Chadash 
     Tree of Life        

Honor simchas (happy life events) with 
a leaf on Congregation Or Chadash’s Tree of Life.          

Two leaf sizes are available as well as a few special doves. 
To order, please fill out the form below and return to the temple office. 

To order remembrance plaques for the Yarhtzeit Board, Please use the Yarhtzeit Plaques 
Order Form 

 

Name: ___________________________________ Phone: ____________________ 
Email: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Small Leaf – Suggested Donation $180 – Up to four lines, 25 characters per line. 
    ​ ___________________________ 

​  ___________________________ 
      ​ ___________________________ 
      ​ ___________________________ 
Large Leaf – Suggested Donation $360 – Five lines, 30 characters per line. 

    ​ ​  
____________________________________ 
​    ​  
____________________________________ 
​     ​  
____________________________________ 
​     ​  
____________________________________ 
   ​  ​
____________________________________ 
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Dove – Suggested Donation $1000 – Call the office for more details 
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