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Or Chadash FOCUS
By Rabbi Alison B. Kobey

Implicit bias is a term used to describe a bias,
associative stereotypes, or prejudice that is
present but not consciously held. It can be
directed toward individuals or, more
commonly, toward a group of people. If we
are being honest, we all have them. Our
implicit biases may be against people of color
or people who are overweight or people who
are disabled or people who are LGBTQ+ or
people of a certain gender, or so many others.
Another term commonly associated with
implicit bias is microaggression.

We are taught in our
sacred tradition not to
oppress the stranger, the
orphan, and the widow. In other words, we are
supposed to give extra protection and extra care to
the people who are most vulnerable in the
community. At that time, the most vulnerable were
the stranger, the orphan, and the widow. Now, our
more marginalized people are some of the groups
that I listed above. Again, be honest with yourself…
can you articulate your implicit biases? Can you
acknowledge some of your microaggressions?

Microaggressions are statements, actions, or
incidents regarded as an instance of indirect,
subtle, or unintentional discrimination against
members of a marginalized group. I have
been doing a lot with implicit bias lately, both
for my own growth so I can be a better ally
toward minorities, and as a leader to help
others.

In order to help us grow as individuals and as a
community, it is important we recognize our own
shortcomings. And, again, if we are honest, we all
have implicit biases… To help us grow and together
be better allies, let us acknowledge the most common
implicit biases and microaggressions found in many
synagogues.
(continued on page 5)

SHABBAT SERVICES

All Shabbat services are multi-access or Zoomonly as specified below. All in-person Friday
night Shabbat services will be outside, weather
permitting. Saturday services will be inside. At
the time of writing for this FOCUS edition, we
are still mask mandatory when inside for
services. Outside services are mask optional.
Friday, July 1 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services with
Birthday Blessings (Multi-access)
Friday, July 8 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
(Zoom only)
Friday, July 15 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services with
Anniversary Blessings (Zoom only)
Friday, July 22 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
(Multi-access)

Friday, July 29 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
(Multi-access)
Friday, August 5 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
(Multi-access)
Friday, August 12 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
(Zoom only)
Friday, August 19 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
with Birthday Blessings (Multi-access)
Friday, August 26 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
with Anniversary Blessings (Multi-access)
Saturday, August 27 – 10:00am Shabbat
Services with the Bar Mitzvah of Caleb Nadler
(Multi-access)
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Contacting Us

Rabbi
Rabbi Alison Kobey 301-482-1025
rabbi@cong-orchadashmd.org
Cantorial Soloist
Deborah Sternberg
soloist@cong-orchadashmd.org
Location
24800 Kings Valley Road
Damascus, MD 20872
Ofﬁce Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday

8:30am to 1:00pm

Contact Us

July/August 2022
Email Address:
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org
Mailing Address
24800 Kings Valley Rd
Damascus, MD 20872
Web Address
www.cong-orchadashmd.org
Telephone and FAX
(T) 301-482-1025
(F) 301-482-1027
To Receive E-mail Updates
Send your email address to
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org

Religious School Director ............... Rabbi Alison Kobey
Temple Administrators ................... Bita Silverman
Religious School Administrator .... OPEN
Or Chadash Board
President ............................................ Andrew Felrice
Vice-President ................................... Ilene Krom
Treasurer ............................................ Andrew Colby
Secretary ............................................. Janet Ballonoff
At-Large .......................................... Terri Binder
........................................................ Karen Dean
............................................................. Susan Drubin
............................................................. Rob Eisenberg
............................................................. Susie Gellert
............................................................. Ray Lessans
............................................................. Louis Rosenthal
............................................................. Jack Zavin
CORY President................................ Jax Kobey
CORY Advisor .................................. Alan Randall
Jr. CORY Advisor ............................. Rabbi Alison Kobey
Kiddish Kids .................................... Rabbi Alison Kobey
WCOC/Sisterhood President ......... Ilene Krom
Brotherhood President .................... Joe Baum
Adult Social Group .......................... Joe Baum
Ritual Committee ............................. Susan White
Adult Learning Committee ............ Ralph Locke
Library Committee ........................... Michael Abrahams
Membership Committee ................. Michelle and Jared Bellman and Lisa and Danny Cooperstein
Fundraising Committee .................. Debbie Lessans
............................................................. Melissa Lebedinsky
Social Action Committee ................ Open
Religious School Committee.......... Howard Benowitz
Building Committee ........................ Rob Eisenberg
Oneg Coordinator ............................ Julie Swain
FOCUS Editor ................................... Debbie Eisenberg
Webmaster ......................................... Marti Kerner
Dues or Tuition Relief..................... Andrew Colby
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Torah Study______________________
At the time of writing for this edition of the
FOCUS, Torah Study and Talmud are Zoom
only. For any additional updates, please reach
out to Rabbi Kobey to be put on her Torah
Study / Talmud list and/or see the weekly
Happenings email.
Saturday, July 2 – 9:30am Torah Study
Chukat (Numbers 19:1-22:1) How can an
object makes things pure or impure? How do
we mourn Miriam’s and Aaron’s deaths?
How do we negotiate with people? Do we
always oppose war? What is our song in this
Torah portion and why?
Saturday, July 2 – 11:00am Talmud Class
Saturday, July 9 – 9:30am Torah Study
Balak (Numbers 22:2- 25:9) What are the
repercussions for standing up for our beliefs?
What does an angel look like? How does God
manifest Godself to you? Can you go against
God? What happens if you do?
Saturday, July 16 – 9:30am Torah Study
Pinchas (Numbers 25:10-30:1) Does God
reward zealotry and, if so, how does that
counter our way of thinking? If land is
God’s, why does it need to get divided? How
do you ensure leadership continues? Can we
ever be prepared for death? How do our
Biblical leaders relate to God and how do we
do so today?
Saturday, July 23 – 9:30am Torah Study
Matot (Numbers 30:2 – 32:42) When are
vows acceptable? What does Moses do when
he is angry? How are the Gadites and
Reubenites like some of the modern Israelis?
What does loyalty to God give a person?

Saturday, July 30 – 9:30am
Torah Study
Masei (Numbers 33:1 – 36:13) Why does it matter
where we travel? How was Aaron mourned? Would
you want to be a Levite? How did the idea of fair
shares for payment begin? What happens today if a
person accidentally does something that is horribly
wrong?
Saturday, July 30 – 11:00am Talmud Class
Saturday, August 6 – 9:30am Torah Study
Devarim (Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22) What is the
difference between commandments and judgments
from Numbers and words from Deuteronomy? How
do we clarify instructions from God? How do past,
present, and future generations get intertwined?
How does Moses change his tune with the Israelites?
Saturday, August 6 – 11:00am Talmud Class
Saturday, August 13 – 9:30am Torah Study
Vaetchanan (Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11) What is
something that causes you anguish and for which you
beg for a change? Is God harshest with those of
whom God is closest? What is the pun that we find
here in Torah? How do you choose life? How do
you listen?
Saturday, August 20 – 9:30am Torah Study
Ekev (Deut. 7:12-11:25) When we follow God’s
rules, what does it mean for us? What is a blessing
in the truest sense of the word? What if you do not
follow God? Was the forty years in the desert just a
big test or does it mean something else? What
mitzvah should we implement this year?
Saturday, August 20 – 11:00am Talmud Class
Saturday, August 27 – 10:00am Hear about the
Torah portion as part of Shabbat morning services
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President’s Column ______________________
I hope everyone has some fun activities planned
including time off from work/school and a welldeserved rest after a very busy year. I’m looking
forward to a week in North Carolina at the end of
June and then a trip to Maine later in the summer
with some assorted days off here and there. As
we transition into summer, the activity at the
temple slows down but it certainly doesn’t stop.
This is especially true for those of us planning for
the High Holidays which start soon after the
summer ends.
While many of you are away for the summer,
there is activity going on at the temple which will
result in some physical upgrades in and around
the building. Starting with the parking lot and
sidewalk around the building, we’ll be doing
some long-needed repairs to 1) Tear out and
replace the blacktop where the handicapped
parking spots are 2) Fill in the cracks in the
parking lot asphalt 3) Seal and restripe the entire
lot and 4) Replace all of the damaged concrete at
the front of the building.
We are also having solar panels installed on the
school wing roof and will be commencing some
of the new security grant upgrades to take
advantage of the building use being lower during
the summer. However, don’t forget that Shabbat
services still go on each Friday at the building.
We will hold these outside behind the sanctuary,
weather permitting, or indoors if it’s raining. It is
a really pleasant way to spend an hour on a
Friday evening. Please consider joining us (mask
optional if outside)!

As I think about the fall, one of my goals for this
fiscal year is to grow our membership by +5 net
new households. This means that we will gain
five more families than we lose. While we
always expect to lose some households after the
school year and gain new ones as the High
Holidays approach, COVID has created more of
an imbalance and this has led to an overall
decline in our membership. Many churches and
synagogues are struggling with membership
numbers as this has been an ongoing trend across
the country. My ask of you is to think about your
network, neighbors, and friends and reach out to
me, Rabbi, or any board member if you know of
anyone that has questions or may be interested in
joining now or sometime in the future. We all
need to do our part to help rebuild our pipeline of
prospective families after 2+ years of COVID.
Remember that membership is the lifeblood of
our community.
Last but not least, we are planning a number of
events for the upcoming year that we hope will
foster a higher level of engagement which has
been down since the onset of COVID. I hope that
you will consider and seek out opportunities to
participate. As always, let me know if you have
ideas or are interested in specific events or
programs.
Andrew Felrice
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Alison B. Kobey (continued)

In some places, when a person of color enters a
synagogue, they are treated as the hired help or
asked when they converted (also wrong, as a Jew
is a Jew is a Jew and should not be asked that
question). In many synagogues, people are
assumed to have the same physical abilities,
asking people to rise and be seated throughout the
prayer service. You may have noticed that I
switched to saying “please physically and/or
spiritually rise” trying to help ensure that people
of all physiques can comfortably pray at Or
Chadash.
But, of course, there is more that we can do as
well. For example, we know that outdoor
services, while great from a weather and COVID
point of view, can be harder for people who have
trouble moving on uneven surfaces. In other
words, it is implicit bias against people with
limited mobility (and if someone needs, please let
me know and we can have someone at the door to
open the building if we know that will help
someone). Another example of implicit bias is the

heteronormative language we use. How many
people, for example, know someone who uses
they/them pronouns, or pronouns other than what
you may have originally used for that person and
are having trouble adapting to the requested
pronouns? It is another example of implicit bias
or microaggressions. Thinking through our
pronouns and words, just as we try to call
someone by the right name, goes a long way
toward inclusivity.
Again, we all have implicit biases. The goal is
that we become more conscious of them, so we
can call each other out as needed and work to
reduce them to help us be our best selves. In this
manner, we would indeed not oppress the
stranger, the orphan, or the widow. Or, in our
modern language, by recognizing and reducing
our implicit biases, we would help people who
are often marginalized feel fully equal.
L’Shalom
Rabbi Alison B. Kobey

Religious School Committee _______________
To the families that completed the Religious
School survey: Thank you! Your responses will
help guide us in preparing for next school year
and beyond.

Mark your calendars now: Sunday Religious
School will begin on September 11, and
Tuesday Religious School will begin on
September 13. We expect the school year to be
very similar to the second semester of this past
school year: indoor classes and a curriculum full
of activities. We don’t know yet whether masks
will be required in temple or whether we will
have field trips. Stay tuned.
In the meantime, please encourage your
children to practice their Hebrew. Just as
secular schools recommend that our kids read
during the summer, our children should be
reading Hebrew over the summer, too. A great

way to read Hebrew and see Or Chadash friends
is to come to Shabbat services on a Friday night
or Saturday morning at the temple. Check the
calendar in the FOCUS or on our website
(cong-orchadashmd.org) for details.

If you have not done so already, please
complete the 2022-23 Religious School
registration form and submit it to the Temple
office as soon as possible. If you have any
questions or need copies of the form, you can
contact Rabbi Kobey at 301-482-1025. Thanks
to all of the families that have already submitted
your school forms.
The Religious School Committee will meet over
the summer on Sunday, August 7 at 7:00pm on
Zoom. Please join us!

L’Shalom,
The Religious School Committee
OR CHADASH FOCUS
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Keeping Up with Or Chadash ______________
Committee Meetings

Religious School Committee (RSC)
Sunday, August 7 – 7:00pm (Zoom Only)
Ritual Committee
Sunday, July 24 – 7:00pm (Zoom Only)

Kiddish Kids, Jr CORY, CORY

Our youth groups tend to slow down over the
summer, but if someone is interested in being the
volunteer advisor for Kiddish Kids (Pre-K-3rd
grade) and/or Jr. CORY (4th-7th grade), please
let Rabbi know. We now have a volunteer for
CORY, Alan Randall (thanks Alan!).

CORY

Hello everyone, I am Micah Felman, CORY’s
new CVP (Communications Vice President).
CORY has recently elected the youth leadership
roles for the 2022-2023 year. Jax Kobey is
continuing on as President. As I mentioned, I am
the new CVP. Natalie Gussow is PVP
(Programming Vice President). Ryan Chidakel is
RVP (Religious Vice President). Rhy Bergman
is the treasurer. Special thanks also to Alan
Randall, our new CORY Advisor. We have also
decided the schedule for the upcoming year. The
next two CORY activities are Slip n Slide
baseball on Saturday, August 27 at 4:00pm at
Temple, and Sandy Springs Adventure Park on
Saturday, September 10 at 5:30pm. Hope to
see you all there!

Tech in Massachusetts. More than any other
aspect of Jewish life, it is Jewish camp that often
firms up one’s Jewish identity for life. Rabbi
shows her support for the URJ camps, for our
campers, and for the importance of strengthening
Jewish identity by serving as faculty at a URJ
Camp. This summer, she will be returning to 6
Points Sports for two weeks in July.

Israel Trip Next Summer

It's time to sign-up for our synagogue Israel trip!
The Israel trip will be Wednesday, July 26Saturday, August 5, 2023. The group that was at
the last planning meeting decided that our
numbers should be 15-24 people, so sign up now
if you are interested! Also, per the group's
decision, for now, we are keeping the trip to just
Or Chadash households. If you have someone else
that you'd love to join our trip, they can always
become a member! :-) If we don't get the numbers
we would like, we will open the trip up to friends
and extended family, beginning January 1, 2023.
Please let the Rabbi know if you have any other
questions or you want the link to register.

Library Committee

Many interesting books have been added to our
Library! Among them are:
• Poetry books by Alden Solovoy, who gave a
poetry reading here at Or Chadash in March.
The books, shelved under Literature, are: This
Joyous Soul, This Precious Life, and This
Where is the Rabbi?
Grateful Heart.
The URJ (Union of Reform Judaism) offers a
• God in the Wilderness: Rediscovering the
variety of Reform camps, all of which are
Spirituality of the Great Outdoors by Jamie S.
incredible opportunities for our Jewish youth.
Korngold (Philosophy);
Camp Harlam is our regional overnight camp in
• The Barefoot Book of Jewish Tales, by
Pennsylvania and offers two three-and-a-halfShoshana Boyd Gelfand (Juvenile Fiction)
week sessions over the course of the summer. In
• A series of Young Adult novels about the
addition, the URJ has specialty camps with twoHolocaust: Once, Then, and Now, by Morris
week sessions and offers three per summer, such
Gleitzman. (Shelved under teen fiction).
as 6 Points Sports in North Carolina, 6 Points
And we have many more! Drop by the Library
Creative Arts in Pennsylvania, and 6 Points Scisometime to browse and borrow a book!
6
OR CHADASH FOCUS

July/August 2022

Tammuz, Av, Elul 5782

Prospective Members

Do you know someone(s) who is unaffiliated in
the area? Word of mouth is the best way for
someone to join Or Chadash. Now is the time!
You can also give Rabbi any contact info that
you have and she will be happy to reach out to
the person(s).

Congregation Or Chadash Book Club

Book Club Schedule 2022-2023

Friday, August 12: The Book of Lost Names by
Kristin Harmel
Friday, September 9: Florence Adler Swims
Forever by Rachel Beanland
Friday, November 11: Red Sea Spies: The True
Story of Mossad’s Fake Diving Resort by Raffi
Berg
Friday, January 13: My Father’s Paradise by
Ariel Sabar
Friday, March 10: Eternal by Lisa Scottoline
Friday, May 12: Can We Talk About Israel? by
Daniel Sokatch and The Jewish Cookbook by
Leah Koenig
Friday, June 9: Planning for 2023-2024
*All meetings start at noon*
Meetings are the second Friday of the month
unless there is a holiday or special event.

The next meeting of the Congregation Or
Chadash Book Club is Friday, August 12 at
noon. Contact Jane Harris for the meeting
location details. Zoom will also be an option.
The book for August is The Book of Lost
Names by Kristin Harmel. This book is
available at the Montgomery County Public
Libraries.
A source for discussion questions will be
included in the reminder email.
This is a coed book club. All are welcome to
attend!

Meeting location will vary; location information
will be in the meeting emails. We plan to keep
Zoom as an option for all meetings.
All books on this year’s schedule are available at
the Montgomery County Public Libraries. Some
are available in electronic format.
Contact Jane Harris at clamityjgh@aol.com to
RSVP for the meeting or to be added to the email
list for meeting reminders.

Adult Social Group Fundraiser

The Adult Social Group will be sponsoring a
party at the Lessans’ house on Saturday, July 23.
This is a fund-raiser for Or Chadash and is open
to all members of the Congregation. See the flyer
on page 14 for details.

RSVP by Tuesday, August 9 to Jane
Harris, clamityjgh@aol.com
OR CHADASH FOCUS
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Adult Learning

Torah Study: Everyone is
welcome. If you would like
to be added to our Torah
Study class list, please let
the Rabbi know
(rabbikobey@gmail.com),
and you will receive any
updates in advance. Please
check the Torah Study
schedule on page 3 of this
newsletter for details about
the week’s portion and
questions to think about (or bring your own
questions!). Saturdays at 9:30am (see
Happenings for Zoom link).
Talmud Study: Saturday mornings, see the
schedule on page 3 of this newsletter (and in
Happenings). All are welcome! If you let Rabbi
know you’re thinking of attending, she’ll send
you some text to print out and have with you.
(No obligation to read it in advance!) Saturdays
at 11:00an, July 2 and 30, August 6 and 20.
(See Happenings email blast for Zoom link.)

Help Is Out There

July/August 2022

Life isn’t always easy. Sometimes, things get to
be “too much”. When this happens, one of the
hardest things to do is to ask for help. We want to
try to make this easier. A new email address has
been set up (helpinghands@cong-orchadash.org)
where you can seek help for yourself or a fellow
congregant. This help is limited to nonprofessional services. Just things that anyone can
do if we know there is a need. Some examples
(not an exhaustive list) are touching base with
someone who feels alone, providing a meal or
two, helping someone around the house, etc.
Currently, only 2 people have access to this
account (Rabbi Kobey and Ilene Krom) and any
requests made here will be kept to only those who
are involved in providing whatever help is needed
(so not fully confidential, but minimal sharing
will be happening).
If you need help or know someone else who needs
help, please reach out and let us know. If we
don’t know that someone is in need, there is
nothing we can do to make things easier.

OR CHADASH FOCUS
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Donate While You Shop!

Did you know that Amazon offers a wonderful
program where you can (at no additional cost to
you) donate a small portion of your purchase to
Congregation Or Chadash? It’s called Amazon
Smile and it is SO EASY to enroll and use! And
again, there is no additional cost to you as the
purchaser!
Here’s what you do on your mobile phone:
1. Open the Amazon Shopping App on your
device
2. View Settings and select AmazonSmile
3. Follow the instructions in the Amazon
Shopping App to complete the process
Here’s what you do on your computer:
1. Visit smile.amazon.com
2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials
3. Search for “Congregation Or Chadash” in
Damascus.
That’s it! It really is that easy! Please consider
enrolling in this program and selecting
Congregation Or Chadash as your beneficiary.

Adult Social Group

Girls’ Night Out / Sisterhood

Our next Girls’ Night Out will take place on
Thursday, July 14 at 7:30pm at The Yard House
in the Rio Shopping Center in Gaithersburg.
RSVP’s are required to be sure we have a table to
meet our needs. Please let Ilene know by
Tuesday, July 12 at kromfamily726@gmail.com
if you plan to join. There will be another Girls’
Night Out on Thursday, August 11, also at
7:30pm, at a location to be determined.
Have you ever wanted to do a Paint Night? Come
to Muse Paintbar at Rio Gaithersburg on
Saturday, August 13. More details will be
forthcoming so watch your email for updated
information. But once again, RSVP’s will be
required to Ilene at kromfamily726@gmail.com
so she can reserve a time.

Guys Night Out
Thursday July 28 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm Attman's Deli on Park Potomac Drive (Outside
Seating)
RSVP to Joe Baum at jesaz99@aol.com.

Saturday July 23 at 6:30pm Summer upscale BBQ and fundraiser at the
Lessans’ house. See the flyer on page 14.

Thursday, August 25 from 6:30pm to 9:30pm Ay! Jalisco Restaurant in Gaithersburg

Sunday August 21 from 3:00pm to 7:00pm
- Annual pool and BBQ party at the home of
Maureen Ruskin and Jon Clark. Details to be
determined but we will probably grill dogs and
burgers and everyone can bring their favorite
side dish, salad or dessert.

Four of us played as the Or Chadash contingent
with the Shaare Tefila congregation team in the
Men's Synagogue Softball league this
Spring. We had a lot of fun! There is a Fall
season as well, -- games are on Sunday mornings
from 9 to 12 noon - so if any other men have an
interest in playing softball this fall, please contact
Michael Abrahams at mlabrahams@gmail.com.

Saturday September 17 at 6:00pm Road Trip to Manalu Italian Restaurant in
Frederick. RSVP to Joe Baum at
jesaz99@aol.com. We have a reservation for 12
on the patio.

Men's Softball

OR CHADASH FOCUS
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Social Action Committee - Supporting
Refugees

With New Neighbors Interfaith Alliance, we are
now helping nine Afghan families in
Montgomery County. We have helped find and
furnish apartments. We have helped them enroll
their children in school, enroll the adults in
ESOL classes, check out books from the library,
find doctors and dentists, and find jobs. We have
helped pay for rent, ESOL books, mattresses,
medicine, food, and driver’s education classes.
We recently helped to get bikes for all of the
children and at least one adult in every family in
Rockville. Shout out to Rockville Bike Hub, a
community bike shop that has donated several
bikes and helmets, and helped with repairs!
Here are the currently most pressing needs from
volunteers:
• Health – helping them find doctors or drive
them to medical appointments
• Jobs Search – helping them find a job by
building a resume, identifying opportunities,
running mock interviews, and completing
applications
• Transportation – teach them how to use the
public transportation system. Help them
obtain a Maryland driver’s license. Drive
them to medical appointments. Pick up and
deliver food from a food pantry.
• Family Lead – coordinate the work of all the
volunteers for a family
Here is a Volunteer Signup Genius that includes
these and other Volunteer opportunities with
NNIA:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f45a4aa2
da5f9c52-volunteer

July/August 2022

Refugees (refugees with legal status to live and
work in the United States):
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_i
d=UL49GH8DSQ7JU

Or scan this UR code to donate. (For iPhones, just
use your camera. For Android, drag down from
the top of your phone, and select QR scanner.)

The In-kind Donations Signup Genius is being
continually updated, so check it from time to time
to see what we need:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F45A4A
A2DA5F9C52-inkind.
For questions or comments please contact:
NNIA.Maryland@gmail.com or Debbie
Eisenberg at rjeisenberg@comcast.net.
Below are two Jewish organizations that are
helping victims of the war in Ukraine.
https://wupj.org/give/ukraine/

https://act.hias.org/

Financial contributions are necessary to help the
family pay for their rent and other necessities
until they are financially independent. Donations
can be made to Congregation Or Chadash’s
NNIA Refugee Fund here. We took “Afghan”
out of the name of the fund, to allow us to use
future donations on Ukrainian or Afghan
OR CHADASH FOCUS
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Social Action – Food Insufficiency
Here are ways you can help lessen food
insufficiency in Montgomery County.

The Montgomery County Volunteer Center
continues to need food donations and volunteers
for the following five programs. You can
participate individually or with members of your
family, fellow congregants, friends, and
neighbors.
1. Help drop off meal items for Women's
Shelter in Rockville and Silver Spring
https://montgomerycountymd.galaxydigital.c
om/need/detail/?need_id=283955
2. Grab & Go Food Distributions
https://montgomerycountymd.galaxydigital.c
om/need/detail/?need_id=635413
3. Food Distribution Volunteers Greatly
Needed to Feed Hungry Families, Students,
Seniors
https://montgomerycountymd.galaxydigital.c
om/need/detail/?need_id=523384
4. Food Pantry Team
https://montgomerycountymd.galaxydigital.c
om/need/detail/?need_id=533648
5. We Need Your Help to Volunteer to Help Us
Feed Kids This School Year!
https://montgomerycountymd.galaxydigital.c
om/need/detail/?need_id=515287
.

Social Action – Gun Control and
Abortion Access
The URJ’s Religious Action Center has made it
easy for all congregants to send a supportive
message to Congress about issues urgently facing
our country. In this issue of Focus we highlight
two RAC campaigns that you can participate in. It
only takes a few minutes.
The RAC reminds us that, according to
longstanding Jewish tradition (including the Bible
and the Talmud), protecting human life is of the
highest value. Recent news headlines have startled
many of us into wanting to do something to help
reduce the proliferation of semi-automatic
weapons. To send a message about counteracting
the epidemic of gun violence, go to
https://cqrcengage.com/reformjudaism/app/writea-letter?0&engagementId=510682.
Abortion justice (i.e., keeping abortion legal and
accessible) is likewise consistent with the
longstanding Jewish principle of kavod ha’briyot:
respect for individual dignity. To support current
legislation aimed at ensuring access to abortion
(the Women’s Health Protection Act) and oppose
state laws that target abortion providers, go to
https://cqrcengage.com/reformjudaism/app/writea-letter?2&engagementId=510342.
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Special Services ________________________
Birthday Blessings

Let us help you celebrate your birthday! We
celebrate birthdays every month. If you have
a July birthday join us at Shabbat services
on Friday, July 1 at 7:30pm or on Friday,
August 19 at 7:30pm for August birthdays.

Anniversary Blessings

We love to celebrate as a community! Join
us as we help couples celebrate, whether a
one-year anniversary or 100 years or
something in between! For July
anniversaries, please come on Friday, July
15 at 7:30pm. For August come on Friday,
August 26 at 7:30pm.

Other Simchas

Do you have other simchas (happy
occasions) to share? Let Rabbi Kobey know
so we can rejoice together.

High Holidays

You will see many more details in the next edition of
the FOCUS, but we have a few items to call your
attention to now.
If you are interested in joining our choir, we would
love to have you. All voices welcome. Rachel StroudGoodrich is the Or Chadash Singers (aka our choir)
Director. You are welcome to reach out directly to her
or you can reach out to Rabbi Kobey.
If you have thoughts on the High Holidays, whether
about sermons or prayers or anything, please let Rabbi
Kobey know. We love hearing from congregants!
If you are interested in having a babysitter during our
daytime services, we are trying to assess our numbers
to better help us plan. No commitment now, just a
sense of if you would be interested. If you are
interested, please let Bita know your child(ren)’s ages
and if you would be interested for Rosh Hashanah
morning, Yom Kippur morning, or both.

Thank You to Our Donors _________________
Thank you to our generous donors. Note that this list includes donations that were deposited during
late April, May, and early June. Please contact the office for more information.
General Donations
Rich & Michelle Bailen
Luciano Benenati
Howard & Melissa Benowitz
Irwin & Terri Binder
Susan & Scott Chidakel
Jon Clark & Maureen Ruskin
Jesse Gellert
Susan Gellert
Jonathan & Laura Jackel
Sydney & Diane Levitus
Alan & Mindy Nagler
Rebecca Stroud
Sherry Trahan & Daniel Shawen
Nancy & Scott Wolfson

Rabbi Discretionary Fund Inc
Irwin & Terri Binder
NNIA Afghan Refugee Fund
Susan Gellert
Jacey & Aaron Spratt
Solar Panels
Anonymous Donation
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Mazel Tov _____________________________
Congregation Or Chadash extends our
congratulations on the Bar Mitzvah of Caleb
Nadler on August 27.

Congregation Or Chadash extends our
congratulations to Luciano Benenati on the birth
of his granddaughter, Emilia Jean Benenati on
May 27.

Yahrtzeits ______________________________
If you have an upcoming yahrtzeit that is not listed, please call the office at 301-482-1025, and we will
add any names you wish to remember. Names will be read at Shabbat services during the
week of a loved one’s death. When two dates are shown, the names will be read during the
Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services. Note that the second column lists
the observing member.
Friday, July 1

John Benenati
Nathan Blagman
Samuel Felrice

Friday, July 8

Lawrence Solowey
Ludwig Cahn
**Ferrell Winfield Furr
Leonard Wolfson
Doris Locke
Milton Marx
George Slong
Sarah Soltar
Frances Weidler

Friday, July 15

Robin Colby
Rhonda Zinn
JoAnn Pinkerton

Friday, July 22
Helene Marx
Mitch Bender
David Berman

Friday, July 29

Charles Privot
Earl Tropp
Craig Held
Jerrod Bernstein
Doris Mandelbaum

Father of Luciano Benenati
Grandfather of Karl Gussow
Son of Andrew & Alison Felrice
Father of Rona Kandel
Grandfather of Lisa Cahn
Father of Susan Gellert
Grandfather of Ron Isaacson
Mother of Ralph Locke
Father of Fred Marx
Uncle of Barbara Marx
Grandmother of Fred Petok
Mother of Nancy Isaacson
Stepmother of Andrew Colby
Sister of Donna Goldsteen
Mother of Karl Lorenz
Mother of Fred Marx
Father of Dave Bender
Father of Terry Lewis

Friday, August 5

Elizabeth Murphey
David Ortman
Peter Stahl
Louis I. Weber
William King
Evelyn Rosenthal
Jim Graf

Friday, August 12

Linda Evans
Roberta Fisher
Mollie Lipshy
Lowell Bender
Sigmund Baum

Friday, August 19
Israel Lazaruk
**Paul Benowitz
Florence Freitag

Mother of Janyce Dissin
Husband of Robin Farquhar
Brother of Vivian Stahl
Father of Marsha Weber
Father of William King
Grandmother of Lou Rosenthal
Father of Edward Korenge
Cousin of Ellyn Baum
Mother of Sue Carr
Grandmother of Karen Conner
Uncle of David Bender
Father of Joe Bender
Father of Fran Zavin
Father of Howard Benowitz
Grandmother of Michael Abrahams

Friday, August 26 & Saturday August 27

Ina Glosman Weinstein
Pearl Garfunkel Gould
Sylvia Ar

Mother of Alana Abrahams
Mother of Diane Levitus
Risa Robinson

Uncle of Phil Zeidman
Grandfather of Anne Gussow
Spouse of Heather Held
Father of Ellyn Baum
Risa Robinson

**Yahrtzeit plaque
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