January/February 2022

Tevet, Shevat, Adar I 5782

Or Chadash FOCUS
By Rabbi Alison B. Kobey
As I write this column, we are in the week of the
Torah portion of Vayechi, meaning “and he
lived” (referring to Jacob). Like most people in
life, Jacob had his ups and downs. I love that we
see the fullness of Jacob’s world in Torah (with
some white spaces for us to fill in, of course). He
is not portrayed as flawless nor is he portrayed as
perfect. Instead, Jacob is portrayed as real and as
whole as any of us. In this Torah portion, Jacob
blesses his (male) children, although some of the
“blessings” are not so nice. Is it that he lost hope
for some of his children? Is it that he has a
realistic understanding of his children? What
blessing might we offer Dinah, his daughter?
I have been thinking about this Torah portion a
lot, especially with the return to in-person
Religious School this year (yeah!) and the return
to multi-access Shabbat services (yeah again!). I
can see the joy that so many of our students have
at being back together in our sacred home. I can
see the joy that so many of our students have at
learning new material (even if they don’t always

share that joy with
their parents). I can
also see the joy of
our adults, especially when they have returned to
services after a long time physically away. But I
also see people’s sadness/frustration at still
having to wear masks, the frustration of you or a
loved one having had to quarantine because the
pandemic rages on. I have had religious school
students ask me what, specifically, are COVID
prayers they can say, and can I do anything to end
the pandemic (if only I could)?
I know most of us are like Jacob, with ups and
downs, flaws and reality, great moments, and
challenges all co-mingled. And I know 2021 has
been tough. So, like Jacob, I offer you some
blessings. I pray that the year 2022 will fully get
us past the pandemic that currently rages forward
at full force. I hope that those individuals still
unvaccinated make a different choice to help all
of us heal and move forward.
(continued on page 4)

SHABBAT & HOLIDAY SERVICES
Friday, January 7 – 7:30pm – Shabbat Services
Saturday, January 8 – 10:00am Shabbat
Services with 6th Grade Participation
Friday, January 14 – 7:30pm – Social Justice
Shabbat Services with Birthday Blessings
Friday, January 21 – 7:30pm – Shabbat
Services with Anniversary Blessings
Friday, January 28 – 7:30pm – Shabbat
Services with 4th Grade Participation

Friday, February 4 – 7:30pm – Meditation
Shabbat Services with Birthday Blessings
Friday, February 11 – 7:30pm – Shabbat
Services with K-1st Grade Participation
Friday, February 18 – 7:30pm – Shabbat
Services (Zoom only)
Friday, February 25 – 7:30pm – Shabbat
Services with Anniversary Blessings
Saturday, February 26 – 10:00am – Shabbat
Services with 5th Grade Participation
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Contacting Us

Rabbi
Rabbi Alison Kobey 301-482-1025
rabbi@cong-orchadashmd.org
Cantorial Soloist
Deborah Sternberg
soloist@cong-orchadashmd.org
Location
24800 Kings Valley Road
Damascus, MD 20872
Ofﬁce Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday

8:30am to 1:00pm

Contact Us

January/February 2022
Email Address:
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org
Mailing Address
24800 Kings Valley Rd
Damascus, MD 20872
Web Address
www.cong-orchadashmd.org
Telephone and FAX
(T) 301-482-1025
(F) 301-482-1027
To Receive E-mail Updates
Send your email address to
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org

Religious School Director ............... Rabbi Alison Kobey
Temple Administrators ................... Bita Silverman
Religious School Administrator .... OPEN
Or Chadash Board
President ............................................ Andrew Felrice
Vice-President ................................... Ilene Krom
Treasurer ............................................ Andrew Colby
Secretary ............................................. Rich Bailen
Secretary ............................................. Janet Ballonoff
Immediate Past President ............... Phil Dicken
At-Large .......................................... Karen Dean
............................................................. Susan Drubin
............................................................. Rob Eisenberg
............................................................. Susie Gellert
............................................................. Donna Goldsteen
............................................................. Ray Lessans
............................................................. Vivian Stahl
............................................................. Jack Zavin
CORY President................................ Jax Felman
CORY Advisor .................................. Rabbi Alison Kobey
Jr. CORY Advisor ............................. Rabbi Alison Kobey
Kiddish Kids .................................... Rabbi Alison Kobey
WCOC/Sisterhood President ......... OPEN
Brotherhood President .................... Joe Baum
Adult Social Group .......................... Joe Baum
Ritual Committee ............................. Susan White
Adult Learning Committee ............ Ralph Locke
Library Committee ........................... Michael Abrahams
Membership Committee ................. Michelle and Jared Bellman and Lisa and Danny Cooperstein
Fundraising Committee .................. Debbie Lessans
............................................................. Melissa Lebedinsky
Social Action Committee ................ Rita Shewbridge
Religious School Committee.......... Howard Benowitz
Building Committee ........................ Rob Eisenberg
Oneg Coordinator ............................ Julie Swain
FOCUS Editor ................................... Debbie Eisenberg
Webmaster ......................................... Marti Kerner
Dues or Tuition Relief..................... Andrew Colby
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Torah Study______________________
Saturday, January 1 – 9:30am
Vaera (Exodus 6:2-9:35) (Zoom Only)
Are the plagues really plagues? How does a
people move from slavery to liberation?
What are the larger consequences? What is
the prophetic mission?
Saturday, January 8 – 11:00am
Bo (Exodus 10:1- 13:16) (Multi-access)
What is your last straw in a fight? What is the
first month of the year? From what kind of
slavery does the deliverance from Egypt free us?
How do we show we are part of the community?
What are the direct commandments pertaining to
Passover in this Torah portion?
Saturday, January 15 – 9:30am
Beshalach (Exodus 13:17- 17:16) (Multi-access)
What are some of the messages from one of the
oldest sections of Torah? How are the Israelites
comforted? How are we comforted today? How
do you find that Godly “tap on the shoulder”?
How does God connect with us?
Saturday, January 15 – 11:00am
Talmud Class
Saturday, January 22 – 9:30am
Yitro (Exodus 18:1- 20:23) (Multi-access)
What do names mean? What is Jethro’s advice?
How does the United States court system reflect
this Torah portion? How do we prepare for holy
moments? How do you connect with the Ten
Statements? What are the two different tablets?
Saturday, January 22 – 11:00am
Prophets Class
Saturday, January 29 – 9:30am
Mishpatim (Exodus 21:1- 24:18) (Multi-access)
What are some of your favorite commandments
in this portion? Least favorites? What are some
of Rabbi Kobey’s favorites? What are some of
the bigger values? What are the differences

between chukot (laws) and
mishpatim (laws)?
Saturday, January 29 – 11:00am
Talmud Class
Saturday, February 5 – 9:30am
Terumah (Exodus 25:1- 27:19) (Multi-access)
What is one of the most common phrases found
in this Torah portion? What kind of offering did
the Israelites make? What should we do today?
Why are the details so important? Does our
sanctuary reflect similar values?
Saturday, February 5 – 11:00am
Talmud Class
Saturday, February 12 – 9:30am
Tetzaveh (Exodus 27:20-30:10) (Multi-access)
What are the various symbols that the light
represents? What does it mean to talk only to the
wise-hearted? What about other people? Why is
the Torah dressed the way it is? Why does the
consecration period last seven years?
Saturday, February 12 – 11:00am
Prophets Class
Saturday, February 19 – 9:30am
Ki Tisa (Exodus 30:11- 34:35) (Zoom only)
What exactly is a ransom for life? Why is
creating a sanctuary critically important? Yet,
what trumps the creation? Why is the intangible
so hard for so many of us? What does God do
here that so many parents do too?
Saturday, February 26 – 11:00am
Vayakhel (Exodus 35:1-38:20) (Multi-access)
How do you observe Shabbat? Where are you
most generous with your time and financial
donations? What is a wise-hearted artisan? Why
do you really think Moses had to stop people
from sharing their donations?
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Alison B. Kobey (continued)
I deeply trust that our synagogue leadership will
continue to make safe choices, even as we try to
regain greater normalcy and reopen more than we
were able to do so last year. I am still an optimist
and still have hope… Hope for our sacred family
and hope for the region and even hope for the
country and the world. And, as I mentioned, at
the beginning of this article, the Torah portion at
the moment of writing this column is Vayechi.
Vayechi is the last Torah portion of the book of

Bereisheet, of Genesis. Thus, this is one of five
times a year that we have an additional blessing.
Chazak, chazak, v’nitchazeik, be strong, be
strong, and we shall be strengthened. Happy
secular new year. May we hold those words in
our hearts and work together for greater health
and strength as we enter 2022.
L’Shalom
Rabbi Alison B. Kobey

President’s Column ______________________
What does the new ‘normal’ look like? And at
what point do we start to live the new normal?
When is it okay to move forward? These are
common questions that many organizations have
had to deal with and Congregation Or Chadash is
no different. It seems likely that COVID isn’t
going to disappear and that at some point we have
to have confidence that we’ve taken enough
precautions so that we have proper balance in our
lives. We need to get back to the community and
the things we used to do but doing so in a way
that still protects against transmission.
Thankfully, Congregation Or Chadash has a very
high vaccination rate and kids aged 5 and above
now have the option to get vaccinated. The
board, religious school committee and other
leaders have been thoughtful about how we can
protect our congregants but support our day-today activities like Shabbat services and religious
school. It was wonderful to attend Hanukkah
Shabbat Services and see 20+ congregants on-site
and many more virtually. Speaking of Shabbat
Services, we are going to start providing an oneg
again and are going to need the support of the
broader congregation for this effort. And based
on their grade level, we still expect children to
attend the requisite number of Shabbat services
each year - either on-site or virtual.

Now that the weather is cold, we have moved
religious school and services inside. Parents who
have not stepped foot inside the synagogue since
COVID started can now safely pick their children
up inside. Pizza bar will start being offered for
families on the go (and we need parent help for
these activities too). CORY, Jr. CORY and
Kiddish Kids continue to plan fun activities that
offer additional opportunities to revert back to
normal. And finally, Tot Shabbat is going to start
up again, offering younger community families
the opportunity to engage with us along with their
little ones.
I’m sure everyone has had a moment recently
where you have done something seemingly
‘normal’ but feels slightly different (in a good
way) because you hadn’t done it for a while.
Mine was going out to dinner and eating indoors
with my whole family to celebrate my son’s
twelfth birthday. At Or Chadash, we need the
help of our community to provide the services
that our community expects and that helps bring a
bit of normalcy back to our lives.
Stay well and safe.
Andrew Felrice
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Religious School Committee _______________
With the arrival of winter, and with the high
vaccination rates among our Religious School
students (thank you!), some changes to
Religious School have begun:
•

•

•

The parent line for picking up your kids
will be held indoors in the foyer. Please
make sure you have a mask that fully
covers your mouth and nose. And bring
your signs – our other dismissal protocols
remain in effect.
No more temperature checks upon arrival.
We do ask that if your child has a fever,
you do NOT send them to Religious
School.
For our Tuesday families, we are
reinstating pizza bar. People will be able to
buy pizza, drinks, and snacks. We need
parents to run the pizza bar each Tuesday
night. It’s easy, and we have written
instructions. Please, please help us by
signing up for one or more Tuesday night
slots:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0
545A4AB2B0-pizza

Field trips are returning! On Sunday, January
30, the 3rd Grade will go to the Ratner
Museum, and the 8th-12th grade classes will go
to the Holocaust Memorial Museum. On
Sunday, February 13, the 6th Grade will go to
the Torchinsky Funeral Home, and the 7th
Grade will go to the Holocaust Memorial
Museum.
Snow days … The Or Chadash Religious
School does not follow Montgomery County or
other counties regarding cancelling school due
to the weather. On Sundays, we will make a
decision by 8:00am regarding school
cancellation. On Tuesdays, we try to make a
decision regarding school cancellation by
4:00pm.

If school is canceled, an email will be sent to
each family to notify them directly, and a
message will be sent via the Remind app.
Cancellation information will also be posted on
the Or Chadash Facebook page and/or website:
www.cong-orchadashmd.org. Please do not
call the Temple or school staff at home to
inquire about cancellations.
You should receive your child’s mid-year
check-in in January. Please review it with your
child. If you have any questions about it, reach
out to your child’s teachers.
Please join the Religious School Committee at
our next meetings on Sunday, January 9 at
7:00pm on Zoom and Sunday, February 6 at
12:15pm in the synagogue.
If you can’t fit a Religious School Committee
meeting into your schedule but want to learn
more or offer feedback about Religious School,
come enjoy bagels and coffee with other
parents, Religious School Committee members,
and Rabbi Kobey, at a Coffee with the Rabbi
and RSC on Sunday, January 23 at 9:30am.
L’Shalom,
The Religious School Committee

Religious School Calendar
In Session:
January 4, 9, 11, 18, 23, 25, 30
February 1, 6, 8, 13, 15, 22, 27
No Religious School:
January 16
February 20
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Keeping Up With Or Chadash ______________
Committee Meetings
Ritual Committee
Sunday, January 9 – 12:15pm (in-person)
Sunday, February 27 – 12:15pm (in-person)
Religious School Committee (RSC)
Sunday, January 9 – 7:00pm (Zoom Only)
Sunday, February 6 – 12:15pm (in-person)
Library Committee
Sunday, January 16 – 10:00am (in-person)

Religious Calendar with Details
Tuesday, January 4
6:30pm Religious School
Sunday, January 9
9:30am Religious School
9:30am 5th Grade Reading with Ruach
10:15am 2024 B’nai Mitzvah Date Selection
10:45am 10th-12th Grade Teen Class
Tuesday, January 11
6:30pm Religious School
Tuesday, January 18
6:30pm Religious School
6:30pm Special URJ Camp Presentation
Sunday, January 23
9:30am Religious School
9:30am Coffee with the Rabbi and the Religious
School Committee
10:30am 8th-9th Grade Teen Class
12:15pm 6th Grade B’nai Mitzvah Family
Meeting
12:15pm Madrikhim Meeting
Tuesday, January 25
6:30pm Religious School
Sunday, January 30
9:30am Religious School
10:00am 8th-12th Grade Field Trip to the
Holocaust Museum
10:00am 3rd Grade Field Trip to the Ratner
Museum

Sunday, February 6
8:15am Religious School Faculty Meeting
9:30am Religious School
10:30am 8th-12th Grade Teen Class (follow-up
to museum trip)
Tuesday, February 8
6:30pm Religious School
Sunday, February 13
9:30am Religious School
10:00am 6th Grade Field Trip to Torchinsky
Funeral Home
10:00am 7th Grade Field Trip to the Holocaust
Museum
10:30am 8th-9th Grade Teen Class
Tuesday, February 15
6:30pm Religious School
Tuesday, February 22
6:30pm Religious School
Sunday, February 27
9:30am Religious School
10:30am 8th-9th Grade Teen Class

Torah Study
Everyone is welcome. If you would like to be
added to our Torah Study class list, please let the
Rabbi know (rabbikobey@gmail.com), and you
will receive any updates in advance. Please check
the Torah-study schedule on page 3 of this issue
of FOCUS for details about dates, times, the
parashah that will be discussed, and questions to
think about (or bring your own questions!)

Talmud Class
See schedule on page 3 of this issue of FOCUS.
Let Rabbi know if you’d like to receive the
materials in advance.

Tot Programming is back!
We are so excited to bring back Tot
Programming. We will have some Saturday
afternoon events with music, art, and storytelling. Stay tuned for more details!
6

OR CHADASH FOCUS

January/February 2022

Tevet, Shevat, Adar I 5782

Kiddish Kids, Jr CORY, and CORY
Did you know that we have youth groups for all
our Religious School age children? Kiddish Kids
is for Pre-K – 3rd grades, Jr CORY is for 4th-7th
grades, and CORY is for 8th-12th grades. Now
that the vast majority of our Religious School
students are vaccinated (yeah!) we have been
able to have a variety of events for the different
youth groups. We hope to see our CORY-ites at
the shul-in on Saturday, January 8. We hope to
see our Kiddish Kids and Jr CORY-ites ice
skating on Sunday, January 30. Please RSVP to
Rabbi Kobey.

NFTY
As we continue to build our relationship with
NFTY (North American Federation of Temple
Youth), we are delighted that in November we
hosted an event and in January our teens are
invited (and encouraged) to attend a weekend
retreat. If you have an 8th-12th grade student, we
hope you will take advantage of this wonderful
opportunity and send your teen to the NFTY
weekend!

New Four-Session Course on Kabbalah
Responding to requests from several
congregants, Rabbi Kobey will offer an
introduction to Kabbalah (Jewish mysticism).
This is a four-session class including the topics
of: an introduction to Kabbalah, the History of
Kabbalah, the Zohar, the 10 Sefirot, Lurianic
Kabbalah, the soul, angels, and enhancing our
Jewish spirituality. Not sure what Kabbalah is?
Take our class and find out! Classes will be
Zoom only on Fridays at noon on January 7 &
21, and February 4 & 25. Please contact the
Rabbi to get materials in advance. Or just log on!

Interested in Learning more about the
URJ Camps?

Interested in Learning more about the
Religious School?
Join us Sunday, January 23 at 9:30am for Coffee
with the Rabbi and the Religious School
Committee.

B’nai Mitzvah Date Selection 2024
It is hard to believe that we must start thinking
about the year 2024. If you have a child who will
be eligible to become a Bar/Bat/B’nai Mitzvah in
the year 2024, please join us in the sanctuary for
Date Selection! Sunday, January 9 at 10:15am.

6th Grade B’nai Mitzvah Parent Meeting
and Family Luncheon
On Sunday, January 23 at 12:00pm we will meet
with your child, enjoying an optional pizza lunch,
and start talking through other components of
Bar/Bat Mitzvah. This will be the first in a series
of lunches with Rabbi Kobey. Each lunch will
focus on different elements of the Bar/Bat
Mitzvah ceremony. The topic for the first one:
The history of Bar/Bat/B’nai Mitzvah, some of
the terms that one hears at a Bar/Bat/B’nai
Mitzvah, and more. The second luncheon will be
on Sunday, March 6.

Join us Tuesday, January 18 at 6:30pm for a
talk about 6 Points Sports, 6 Points Creative
Arts, 6 Points Sci-Tech, and Camp Harlam.
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Sisterhood
Come join in some IN-PERSON activities with
the Or Chadash Sisterhood!

Adult Social Club
No adult social group events are planned for
January or February. Contact Joe Baum at
jesaz99@aol.com to be informed of future
events.

First, there will be a Girls’ Night OUT on
Thursday, January 13 at California Pizza
Kitchen in the Rio Shopping Center in
Gaithersburg, MD. While RSVPs are not
required, they are appreciated so we can make
sure we have a table to accommodate our group.
Please notify Ilene (kromfamily726@gmail.com)
if you would like to join in. Additionally, there
will be a Girls’ Night IN (via Zoom) on
Thursday, February 10.
Also, 2 activities are being planned for the next
few months. We will have a Crafting Night
(BYOC [Bring Your Own Craft]) later this winter
and will observe COVID protocols that are
appropriate for the time. And this spring, we will
have a Puzzle Night. Both of these events will be
held at Congregation Or Chadash in the sanctuary.
Watch for specific dates and times.
If you have any suggestions for other events,
please contact Ilene (see email above).
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Be A Mensch
Yes, the mensching campaign is still happening
at Congregation Or Chadash! It makes you feel
good to do something nice for someone else.
And here is an opportunity for you to do exactly
that! Contact Ilene at
kromfamily726@gmail.com for the name of a
fellow congregant family and then do something
nice for them! It could be making them a challah
in time for Shabbat and dropping it off on their
doorstep. Or it could be taking them out for a
cup of coffee (or sharing with one over Zoom in
the current COVID-world.) Or it could be
simply picking up the phone and having a
conversation and making sure that we all remain
connected as a Jewish family! In other words, it
can be whatever you want it to be!
Assignments are completely random. All
feedback that I have received to date has been
positive from those who either served as a
Mensch or have been “Mensched”! It is as much
fun as you want it to be!
Let’s try to make our whole congregation smile
by simply doing something kind!

Donate While You Shop!
Did you know that Amazon offers a wonderful
program where you can (at no additional cost to
you) donate a small portion of your purchase to
Congregation Or Chadash? It’s called Amazon
Smile and it is SO EASY to enroll and use! And
again, there is no additional cost to you as the
purchaser!
Here’s what you do on your mobile phone:
1. Open the Amazon Shopping App on your
device
2. View Settings and select AmazonSmile
3. Follow the instructions in the Amazon
Shopping App to complete the process
Here’s what you do on your computer:
1. Visit smile.amazon.com
2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials
3. Search for “Congregation Or Chadash” in
Damascus.
That’s it! It really is that easy!
Please consider enrolling in this program and
selecting Congregation Or Chadash as your
beneficiary.

Security at Or Chadash
We all play a role in keeping our COC
community safe and although there have been no
recent incidents at COC, as a precautionary
measure we have established an email that can
be used to communicate non-urgent security
concerns. Please add this email to your contacts
list so that it is handy if you wish to use it:
security@cong-orchadash.md. When should you
use it? Send us an email if you see something in
or around COC premises that doesn’t seem quite
right to you, and let us know (1) what you saw,
(2) when it occurred, (3) and where it occurred.
Two examples of items to report would be
unfamiliar people hanging out on the grounds or
a suspicious vehicle in the parking lot. Of course,
if you observe or experience something that
seems urgent, call the local police or 911.
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•
•
•
•

Social Action Committee - Supporting
Afghan Refugees
We’ve all had our hearts touched by the plight of
the Afghan families who have fled their country
under duress. An unprecedented number of
refugees have entered our area and are waiting
for our help. Please join us as we participate with
the New Neighbors Interfaith Alliance (NNIA),
to make this effort successful.
NNIA has partnered with the ECDC resettlement
agency for our first family of six, who just
arrived in our area, and are being moved into
temporary housing while we locate and furnish
an apartment for them. We are also actively
making plans with Hebrew Immigrant Aid
Society (HIAS) to connect with our second
Afghan family.
The areas in which every new Afghan family
needs help are described below. The volunteer
possibilities for helping are flexible, either in
person or from your home. You will always have
an experienced member of the team to guide you
and our sponsoring resettlement agency will
provide training. We need help in the following
areas for each new family:
• Welcome and Mentoring – becoming a friend
of the family, introducing them to American
culture.
• Housing – finding and furnishing an
apartment
• Education – enrolling their children in school
and teaching parents how to support them.

•
•

English Language Learning – finding ELL
programs for the adults and/or tutoring them
in English
Health – helping them find doctors and
assisting with medical appointments
Jobs Search – helping them find a job by
building a resume, identifying opportunities,
and completing applications
Finance – helping them understand US
currency and opening a bank account. Helping
them develop a budget
Food – helping them obtain food and other
essential staples.
Transportation – teach them how to use the
public transportation system. Help them
obtain a Maryland driver’s license.

To accomplish these goals, financial contributions
are necessary to help the family pay for their rent
and other necessities until they are financially
independent. Donations can be made to the
Afghan Refugee Fund here:
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_i
d=UL49GH8DSQ7JU
Or scan this UR code to donate. (For iPhones, just
use your camera. For Android, drag down from
the top of your phone, and select QR scanner.)

For in-kind donations, we have an ever-changing
signup genius for the many items that are needed
to set up a household at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F45A4A
A2DA5F9C52-inkind.
For questions or comments please contact:
NNIA.Maryland@gmail.com or Debbie
Eisenberg at rjeisenberg@comcast.net.
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Congregation Or Chadash Book Club
The next meeting of the Congregation Or Chadash Book Club is
Friday, January 14 at noon and will be a Zoom meeting.
We will be reading two books for January: The Tattooist of
Auschwitz by Heather Morris and Memento Park by Mark
Sarvas. These books are available at the Montgomery County
Public Libraries.
Book club discussion questions will be included
in the meeting reminder email.
This is a coed book club. All are welcome to
attend!
Please RSVP by Tuesday, January 11 to Jane
Harris, clamityjgh@aol.com.

Racial Justice Book Club
The next meeting of Congregation Or Chadash’s Racial Justice
Book Club will be Monday, January 10. We will be discussing
the book My Vanishing Country: A Memoir, by Bakari Sellers.
New members are welcome to join us. Contact Nancy Thorner
at nethorner@yahoo.com to get on the email list to receive the
Zoom link.
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Special Services ________________________
Tu B’Shevat

Shabbat Services

This year, Erev Tu B’Shevat falls on Sunday,
January 16. We are inviting people to
celebrate in their own homes – try a new fruit
(or more than one new fruit) and celebrate the
birthday of the trees.

We are so grateful that we have a very high
vaccination rate at Or Chadash. (We wish it
would be 100% but we are not quite there yet.)
As part of our return to some normalcy, we
need congregant volunteers at Shabbat
services. We need someone to be the greeter.
We need someone to help with technology.
(Jax has been doing it pretty much every week
since the start of the pandemic. It’s definitely
time to expand the pool.) We need someone to
host oneg. (Yes, we are bringing back oneg
starting in January!) And we need a Board
member there to help with any of the above. If
you are comfortable attending in person, we
really hope that you will sign-up for some of
these open slots. As always, we know that
COVID is ever-evolving and Or Chadash will
stay reflective and current about ensuring our
protocols fit with the times. Please use this link
to sign up as greeter, tech person, oneg person
or as Board member. Thank you!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545A4
AB2B0-shabbat2

Celebrating Simchas (Happy
Occasions)
Celebrate your birthday with your Or Chadash
family. Be called to the bimah and receive a
special blessing and a birthday treat to mark the
occasion. We have Birthday Blessings every
month. For January, come on Friday,
January 14 at 7:30pm and for February, join
us on Friday, February 4 also at 7:30pm.
We also celebrate anniversaries within our Or
Chadash family. Again, be invited onto the
bimah for a special blessing and different treat.
This is also monthly with Anniversary
Blessings on Friday, January 21 and Friday,
February 25, both at 7:30pm.
Do you have other simchas to share? Let
Rabbi Kobey know, so we can rejoice together.

Thank You to Our Donors _________________
Thank you to our generous donors. Note that this list includes donations that were deposited during
late August, September, and early October. Please contact the office for more information.
Building Fund
Sherry Trahan & Daniel Shawen
General Donations
Andrew and Julie Klingenstein Family Fund

NNIA Afghan Refugee Fund
Marie Barry as a welcome to our first Afghan
family
Susan Bettendorf
Andrew & Suzanne Colby
Susan Gellert
Donna Goldsteen & Carl Hay

Condolences ___________________________
We extend our deep condolences to Suzanne Colby and her family on the death of her mother, Joan
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Judge, who died on December 14.

Yahrtzeits ________________________
If you have an upcoming yahrtzeit that is not listed, please call the office at 301-4821025, and we will add any names you wish to remember. Names will be read at Shabbat
services during the week of a loved one’s death. When two dates are shown, the names will be read
during the Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services. Note that the second column lists the
observing member.
Friday, December 31

Friday, January 28

Jerene Isaacson
Donna King
Gregorio SanNicolas
Edith Plesset
Lillian Astor
Nat Astor
Fred Goldman
Charles Gellert
Joyce Blumberg

Larry Bellman
Sylvia Jackel
Barbara Bernstein
Egon Rosenblum

Grandmother of Ron Isaacson
Rosalind & William King
Father of Greg SanNicolas
Grandmother of Michelle Bellman
Grandmother of Jonathan Jackel
Grandfather of Jonathan Jackel
Father of Jack Goldman
Husband of Susan Gellert
Grandmother of Michelle Bellman

Friday, January 7
Yetta Levitus
William Stein
Aubrey Caplan
Norman Lichtman
Shirley Friedman
William Garfunkel

Mother of Sydney Levitus
Son of Florence Stein
Brother of Barbara Marx
Stephanie & Michael Ames
Father of Howard Lichtman
Mother of Carol Cooper
Grandfather of Diane Levitus

Friday, January 14
Paul Bass
Edward Rosenthal
Harry Steinberg
Charles Cohen
Richard Fink
Susan Kohn Lichtman
Burt Weisman
Isadore Schwartz
Alice Bender
Bessie Wolfson

Father of Jeff Bass
Father of Lou Rosenthal
Grandfather of Lisa Rolnick
Father of Doreen Kreger
Father-in-law of Howard Lansat
Mother of Howard Lichtman
Father of Cara Breuer
Stepfather of Ralph Locke
Mother of Larry Bender
Grandmother of Ron Isaacson

Friday, January 21
Bessie Dicken
Pearl Dinin Gould
Ruth Goldman
Robert Siegfried
Leslie Benenati
Nathan Marx
Philip Salkin
Sandy B. Weber
**Yahrtzeit plaque

Grandmother of Phil Dicken
Stepmother of Diane Levitus
Mother of Jack Goldman
Father of Laura Jackel
Wife of Luciano Benenati
Grandfather of Fred Marx
Risa & Patrick Robinson
Brother of Marsha Weber

Grandfather of Jaren Bellman
Grandmother of Jonathan Jackel
Mother of Ellyn Baum
Grandfather of Ziona Mossman

Friday, February 4
Emanuel Gussow
William Cain
Lillian Epstein
Samuel Lansat
Ezra Lazar
Irene Levitus

Grandfather of Karl Gussow
Father of Kathleen Lorenz
Mother of Alan Epstein
Grandfather of Howard Lansat
Grandfather of Eileen Kerwin
Sister-In-Law of Sydney Levitus

Friday, February 11
Bruno Stein
Sylvia Weber

Grandfather of Barbara Marx
Grandmother of Joe Baum

Friday, February 18
Walter Blumberg
Morris Bender
Edith Breuer
Gladys Kandel
Alan Strelser
Steve Kalman
Oscar Lessans
Phillip Schwartz
Phyllis Berman

Grandfather of Michelle Bellman
Grandfather of David Bender
Mother of Michael Breuer
Mother of Milton Kandel
Father of Marc Strelser
Brother of Karen Conner
Father of Raymond Lessans
Father of Brenda Bass
Mother of Terry Lewis

Friday, February 25 & Saturday, February 26
Anne Cahn
Tillie Bender
Ethel Mossman
Hortense Stein
Beatrice Bernstein
Gene Friedman

Step-grandmother of Lisa Cahn
Grandmother of David Bender
Grandmother of Ziona Mossman
Grandmother of Barbara Marx
Grandmother of Ellyn Baum
Father of Carol Cooper

Friday, March 4
Helen Krantzler
Merle Locke
Alan Streusand
Gustav Mandelbaum
Ronald Santa
Gerald Stahl

Mother of Rebecca Stroud
Father of Ralph Locke
Father of Doug Streusand
Risa & Patrick Robinson
Dara & Stephen Santa
Father of Vivian Stahl
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