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By Rabbi Alison B. Kobey 
Many people are familiar with the commandment 
from Torah “Do not put a stumbling block before 
the blind,” which comes from Leviticus 19:14. 
Perhaps, when you think of that commandment, 
you think about how obvious the mitzvah is. Of 
course, we should not put a stumbling block 
before someone who is blind. We do not want 
them to trip and get hurt. I would like to think 
that every decent human would follow the literal 
aspects of the commandment.  
  
I was reflecting on the nuances of this mitzvah 
the other day when I was teaching in the 
Religious School. We are having classes outside 
(whenever the weather supports it), and it was a 
day that was extremely foggy and humid. 
Because I was wearing a mask, my glasses were 
so foggy it was impossible to see anything. 
Happily, I know the prayers rather well (), so I 
was still able to teach and move forward with my 
planned activities with the class. While I am 
blessed in that my blindness was temporary, it 
was still tricky and frustrating for me at the time.  

But it did make me 
wonder- how often 
do we have 
stumbling blocks before us? Are they natural, as 
in my case, when I was teaching? Are they 
homemade? How often do we put our stumbling 
blocks up in front of ourselves? How often do we 
inadvertently put them before someone else? 
 
Rashi (a great Torah commentator) acknowledges 
that we create a stumbling block any time we give 
advice that is bad for the individual. One could 
say that Texas right now is putting stumbling 
blocks before the blind… on a variety of topics, 
but one example is that they have a new law that 
requires educators to present multiple 
perspectives when discussing “widely debated 
and currently controversial” issues. I support 
hearing multiple views on most topics; I even 
talked about that very idea at the High Holidays. 
However, not every subject has opposing views.  
When one school district reminded teachers that 
if they have Holocaust books in their library they 
should teach opposing views, I draw the line. 
 

(continued on page 4) 

SHABBAT & HOLIDAY SERVICES
Friday, November 5 – 7:30pm – Shabbat 
Services with Birthday Blessings (multi-access) 
Friday, November 12 – 7:30pm – Shabbat 
Services with 2nd Grade Participation and 
Anniversary Blessings (2nd grade students will 
be via Zoom, Services are still multi-access) 
Friday, November 19 – 7:30pm – Shabbat 
Services with discussion (multi-access) 
Friday, November 26 – 7:30pm – Shabbat 
Services (Zoom only) 
Friday, December 3 – 7:30pm – Shabbat and 
Chanukah Services {BYOM – Bring Your Own 
Menorah} (Multi-access) 

Saturday, December 4 – 10:00am – Shabbat 
Services with 7th grade participation (7th grade 
students will be in person, multi-access) 
Friday, December 10 – 7:30pm – Shabbat 
Services with Birthday Blessings (multi-access) 
Friday, December 17 – 7:30pm – Shabbat 
Services with Anniversary Blessings (multi-
access) 
Friday, December 24 – 7:30pm – Shabbat 
Services (Zoom only) 
Friday, December 31 – 7:30pm – Shabbat 
Services (Zoom only) 
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Rabbi 
Rabbi Alison Kobey 301-482-1025 
rabbi@cong-orchadashmd.org 
Cantorial Soloist 
Deborah Sternberg 
soloist@cong-orchadashmd.org 
Location 
24800 Kings Valley Road  
Damascus, MD 20872 
Office Hours 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday 
8:30am to 1:00pm 

Email Address: 
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org 
Mailing Address 
24800 Kings Valley Rd 
Damascus, MD 20872 
Web Address 
www.cong-orchadashmd.org  
Telephone and FAX 
(T) 301-482-1025 
(F) 301-482-1027 
To Receive E-mail Updates  
Send your email address to  
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org 
 
 

Contacting Us  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 

  

Contact Us 
 
Religious School Director ............... Rabbi Alison Kobey 
Temple Administrators ................... Bita Silverman  
Religious School Administrator .... OPEN  
Or Chadash Board  
President ............................................ Andrew Felrice 
Vice-President ................................... Ilene Krom 
Treasurer ............................................ Andrew Colby 
Secretary ............................................. Rich Bailen 
Secretary ............................................. Janet Ballonoff 
Immediate Past President ............... Phil Dicken 
At-Large .......................................... Karen Dean 
 ............................................................. Susan Drubin 
 ............................................................. Rob Eisenberg  
 ............................................................. Susie Gellert 
 ............................................................. Donna Goldsteen 
 ............................................................. Ray Lessans  
 ............................................................. Vivian Stahl 
 ............................................................. Jack Zavin 
CORY President ................................ Jax Felman 
CORY Advisor .................................. Rabbi Alison Kobey  
Jr. CORY Advisor ............................. Rabbi Alison Kobey  
Kiddish Kids  .................................... Rabbi Alison Kobey  
WCOC/Sisterhood President ......... OPEN 
Brotherhood President .................... Joe Baum 
Adult Social Group .......................... Joe Baum 
Ritual Committee ............................. Susan White 
Adult Learning Committee ............ Ralph Locke 
Library Committee ........................... Michael Abrahams  
Membership Committee ................. Michelle and Jared Bellman and Lisa and Danny Cooperstein 
Fundraising Committee .................. Debbie Lessans 
 ............................................................. Melissa Lebedinsky 
Social Action Committee ................ Rita Shewbridge  
Religious School Committee .......... Howard Benowitz  
Building Committee ........................ Rob Eisenberg 
Oneg Coordinator ............................ Julie Swain  
FOCUS Editor ................................... Debbie Eisenberg 
Webmaster ......................................... Marti Kerner  
Dues or Tuition Relief..................... Andrew Colby 

mailto:rabbi@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi@gmail.com
mailto:soloist@cong-orchadashmd.org
http://www.cong-orchadashmd.org/
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Torah Study ______________________  
Saturday, November 6 – 9:30am  
Toldot (Genesis 25:19-28:9) Is birthright 
spiritual or something else?  How is parenting 
twins different from singletons?  What is Isaac’s 
covenantal promise?  How important are parental 
blessings?  Is stealing ever okay?  How does God 
show favoritism?  Did Isaac have a memory-loss 
disease?  How do grudges impact our own 
behaviors? 
 
Saturday, November 13 – 9:00am  
Vayetzei (Genesis 28:10-32:3) Does Jacob have 
human friends or is he lonely?  What is the first 
vow in Torah?  Do Jews believe in angels?  If so, 
what does that mean?  Once again, does God tap 
us on the shoulder?  How do we know?  Is there 
such a thing as love at first sight?  Can you hold a 
grudge and work for that person? 
 
Saturday, November 20 – 9:30am  
Vayishlach (Genesis 32:4-36:43) What is a 
prayer and what is a blessing?  Are they the 
same?  How do we reflect our inner struggles?  
How do we reconcile with our foes?  Does 
reconciliation mean a regained closeness?  Is 
there a proper response to sexual abuse?  Is 
revenge ever acceptable as a response?  Why 
can’t people eat the thigh muscle? 
 
Saturday, November 27 – 9:30am  
Vayeshev (Genesis 37:1-40:23) (Zoom Only) 
Who first tells his brothers not to shed any blood?  
Did the brothers actually sell Joseph into slavery?  
Do you remember your dreams?  What do they 
mean?  How does Joseph’s journey impact his 
emotional future?  What happens when parents 
show blatant favoritism?  How do you know 
when a prank goes too far?   
 
Saturday, December 4 – 11:30am  
Miketz (Genesis 41:1-44:17) Can God give an 
answer of peace?   Does Joseph feel close to his 
siblings?  What are your dreams?  What do they 
mean?  Why does Joseph’s ability to interpret 

dreams matter?  How does 
Joseph test?  Who passes and 
who fails?  Does it surprise you 
that Joseph feels close to God? 
 
Saturday, December 11 – 9:30am  
Vayigash (Genesis 44:18-47:27) What does 
44:30 mean to you?  How do all siblings 
reconcile, both biblically and in modernity?  
What would your reaction be to discovering 
someone you thought was gone?  How does 
Pharaoh help Joseph?  Has Joseph really 
changed?  How does Joseph take care of the 
family? 
 
Saturday, December 18th – 9:30am  
Vayechi (Genesis 47:28-50:26) What does 
Judaism say about adoption?  Why does 
Jacob stay in Egypt after the famine has 
ended?  Why does Jacob bless people in 
such a strong way?  How does the death and 
burial of Jacob reflect current Jewish 
practice?   
 
Saturday, December 25 – 9:30am  
Shemot (Exodus 1:1-6:1) (Zoom Only) 
How do the midwives serve as models to the 
enslaved Israelite population and to us 
today?  What is the midrash about Moses’ 
struggle with speech?  Why are names so 
important? 
 
Saturday, January 1 – 9:30am  
Vaera (Exodus 6:2-9:35) (Zoom Only) 
What is the covenant with the Israelites?  
What happens when Moses shares the 
covenant with the Israelites?  How does God 
reveal God-self to Moses?  To us?  How 
does God’s additional information to Moses, 
and not the patriarchs, help further our 
story? 
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Alison B. Kobey (continued) 
There is NO opposing view to the Holocaust. 
There are not two sides to it.  I know that the 
school administrator ultimately withdrew his 
comment about the Holocaust, but the law 
continues to trouble me on so many angles and I 
wonder how many stumbling blocks are now put 
before Texan youth.   
  
Our job is to remove stumbling blocks. To do 

that, we need to first see them.  Are they in front 
of ourselves?  Maybe we are too hard on 
ourselves or asking too much of ourselves.  Or 
are the stumbling blocks in front of others? Are 
we acting as our best selves? Let us live our best 
selves, including honoring the mitzvah of Torah: 
Do not place a stumbling block before the blind. 
  
L’Shalom 
Rabbi Alison B. Kobey 

President’s Column ______________________  
As a small congregation, it’s great that we really 
do get a chance to meet and establish 
relationships with a good percentage of our 
fellow congregants.  Our tagline “Small enough 
to feel like a family, large enough to serve you” 
really seems fitting after all these years.  But 
recently, I have been thinking more about our 
extended community and how we interact with 
other Jews and non-Jews in our area and how we 
can leverage the synagogue as a vessel for doing 
this. 
 
In the past, we have done this through events 
sponsored through the synagogue.  We’ve 
participated in walks alongside local churches 
and mosques that benefit mutual causes.  We 
typically sponsor an annual interfaith service.  
We’ve served spaghetti dinners to our first 
responders and we’ve even partnered with the 
Urbana library several times to showcase various 
Jewish holidays including Purim and Tu 
B’Shevat.  When we had our mold issue several 
years back, we appreciated the friendship and 
hospitality that St. Anne’s church showed us by 
allowing us to host our weekly Shabbat service at 
their facility. 
 
You will be hearing more about an event that Or 
Chadash is hosting on November 13 with our 
local region of NFTY.  “What is NFTY?” you 
might ask.  It is the Reform Jewish Youth 
Movement (grades 9 through 12) and has 

membership from over 500 Reform 
congregations throughout North America.  This is 
a pretty big deal and I’m hoping that we can rally 
our older kids to participate and expand their 
network of other Jewish youth who live in the 
region.   
 
How many of you were aware that there is a local 
men’s Jewish Softball league?   My brother plays 
in this league and it’s apparently pretty 
competitive!  I wondered if this might be of 
interest to some of the more athletic and sports-
minded men in the congregation.  If we don’t 
have enough participants to form a team, then 
perhaps we could partner with another synagogue 
to form one.   There is a fall and spring league 
and I will be getting more information about this 
so stay tuned. 
 
This is certainly not an exhaustive list of 
everything we do to partner with our broader 
community.  However, I wanted to draw attention 
to some of what we’ve done previously and 
what’s currently planned to make you aware and 
get you thinking about other activities we can 
participate in.  If you have any other thoughts or 
ideas, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Rabbi 
Kobey or myself.  Stay well and safe.   
 
L’Shalom, 
Andrew Felrice 
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Religious School Committee _______________  
Religious School is back and in person!  We 
have held classes outdoors almost every week 
and kept everyone safe and healthy.  Thank 
you for doing your part and supporting your 
children and our teachers by sending your 
children to school only when they are healthy 
and keeping them home when they are not 
feeling well. 
 
We have postponed indoor field trips for 2021, 
but we still have our other usual family 
programing.  The 4th Grade Intergenerational 
program will be on Sunday, November 14 and 
Sunday, December 12. Reading with Ruach 
for the 6th Grade will be on Sunday, 
November 21, and for the 2nd and 3rd Grades 
will be on Sunday, December 5. 
 
With school almost back to normal, we will 
offer students the opportunity to earn several 
end-of-the-year awards, which they can already 
begin earning:   
• Perfect Religious School Attendance (for 

Sundays, Tuesdays, or both) 
• Excellent Religious School Attendance (for 

Sundays, Tuesdays, or both) 
• Hebrew Achievement (for pre-K through 

3rd grade students who master at least 5 
prayers, and for 4th and higher grade 
students who master at least 10 of the 
prayers they are expected to know) 

• Jewish Reading (for students who show the 
Rabbi that they read at least 10 Jewish 
books during the year) 

• Being a Mensch (for students who 
exemplify the monthly Jewish value that 
helps make a Mensch: intention, leadership, 
community, compassion, gratitude, 
inclusion, perseverance, respect, and being 
a role model). 

 
Our next Religious School Committee meeting 
will be on Sunday, December 5 at 7:00pm on 
Zoom.  Contact Howard Benowitz or check the 
weekly Or Chadash Happenings emails for the 
Zoom link. 
 
L’Shalom, 
The Religious School Committee 

 

 

  

Religious School Calendar 
 
In Session:  
 November 2, 7, 9, 14, 16, 21, 30 
 December 5, 7, 12, 14, 21 
 
No Religious School:   
 November 23, 28 
 December 19 (Professional Day for teachers), 26, 28 
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Keeping Up With Or Chadash ______________ 
Committee Meetings  
Ritual Committee  

 Sunday, November 21 – 12:15pm (in person) 
RSC (Religious School Committee) 

 Sunday, December 5 – 7:00pm (Zoom only) 
Library Committee  

 Sunday, December 12 – 12:30pm (in person) 
   
Torah Study  
Everyone is welcome. Drop in as your schedule 
allows (most Torah study sessions are multi-
access). Learn more about the week’s Torah 
portion and lessons and connections in life to 
Torah and to us. Weekly on Saturday mornings.  
 
If you would like to be added to our Torah Study 
class list, please let the Rabbi Kobey know and 
you will receive any updates in advance.  Please 
check the Torah-study schedule near the front of 
this issue of FOCUS for details about dates, 
times, the parashah that will be discussed, and 
questions to think about (or bring your own 
questions!). 
 

Talmud Class 
Drop in as your schedule allows (most Talmud 
classes are multi-access). Learn more about the 
world of the Rabbis and how it influences our 
Judaism and our values of today.   

Saturday, November 6 – 11:00am 
Saturday, November 20 – 11:00am  
Saturday, December 18 – 11:00am 

 

Prayer Class (Making Prayer 
Meaningful) 
We are finishing our Prayer class cycle Fridays 
at noon (November 5, 19, December 3, 17). 
While this class began a while ago, newcomers 
are welcome to join. You must RSVP to Rabbi 
Kobey. This has been a very rich course, 
including fascinating video interviews with a 
dozen or so Reform rabbis and cantors – each so 
different in opinions and manner! 

Kabbalah Class 
Join us for an exciting look at Kabbalah: 
introduction, history, the Zohar and the 10 
Sefirot, Lurianic Kabbalah and souls, angels, and 
enhancing spirituality, and more. Class will be 
four Fridays at noon in January and February, 
beginning January 7, but RSVP to Rabbi Kobey 
now. 
 

 
Special Adult Learning Opportunity 
with the First American Woman Rabbi 
Join us for a special adult learning opportunity. 
Rabbi Sally Priesand, America’s first woman 
Rabbi, was ordained in 1972. Her story is 
tremendous. She broke the glass ceiling and held 
the door open for so many people, including 
Rabbi Kobey. Please join us over Zoom on 
Sunday, November 7 at 7:00pm.  
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Temple Youth Groups (TYG) 
We can’t wait for our 11-year-olds and under 
to be vaccinated so we can offer even more 
opportunities! 
 
Kiddish Kids (Pre-K – 3rd Grades)   
Saturday, November 20 4:00pm – Bowling! 
RSVP to Rabbi Kobey by November 10. 
 
Jr CORY (4th – 7th Grades) 
Saturday, November 20 4:00pm – Bowling! 
RSVP to Rabbi Kobey by November 10.  
 
CORY (8th – 12th Grades)  
Saturday, November 13 11:00am–5:00pm 
CORY hosts NFTY – MAR North. NFTY is 
our national youth group, North American 
Federation of Temple Youth. MAR is our 
region (Mid-Atlantic Region) and North is our 
sub region. All participants must be vaccinated 
for this event. Cost is $25 if registered by the 
early bird deadline of October 31, $35 if 
registered after the deadline. CORY will have a 
shul-in (for CORY only) after the NFTY event, 
ending Sunday morning at 8:00am. December 
4 we will have an event at Top Golf. Stay 
tuned for additional details. 
 
Where are our Teens? 
Did you know that every other year (although 
delayed because of COVID) our teens have a 
sex ed retreat?  It’s true!  We know that our 
teens learn about these issues in their secular 
school settings.  However, when we teach 
sexual education, we are teaching the 
practicals, as well as putting everything in 
context with Jewish values.  This year’s retreat 
is for 8th-11th grades students and is Friday, 
December 10 – Saturday, December 11. 
 
 

 
 

Thank You 
Thanks also to all of you who contributed 
canned and boxed food items for the High Holy 
Days food drive! It took three congregants to 
deliver the harvest to Manna! (A shout-out to 
them: Diane Levitus, and Terri and Irwin 
Binder!) And bravo to all the congregants who 
assembled some 11,000 ready-to- 
prepare meals on Yom Kippur for “Rise 
Against Hunger”!  
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Adult Social Club 
Please join us for the following events and 
RSVP to Joe Baum at jesaz99@aol.com. 
 
Friday, October 29 - Congregational Services 
at 7:30pm by Zoom. Check the Or Chadash 
Announcements for information on joining the 
service.  Ralph, Terri and Ron will be leading, 
and there will be readings available for anyone 
interested. 
 
Saturday, November 6 at 6:00pm - INDOOR 
Havdalah Service and dinner at the home of 
Ellyn and Joe Baum. We will provide the 
entree (brisket!) and paper goods and then we 
will have a sign up for chicken, salad, 
vegetable, side dish, dessert and drinks. 
 
Saturday, December 4 at 6:00pm - INDOOR 
Chanukah Service and meal at the home of 
Nancy & Ron Isaacson. They will provide the 
entree and paper goods and everyone brings a 
side dish and their menorahs/candles. 
 

Fundraising Committee 
It’s hard to believe that it is already fall. Things 
are slowly getting back to a somewhat normal 
state and we will soon be having more social 
functions and more fundraising activities!  
 
If anyone would like to be involved in the 
fundraising committee or has new and exciting 
ideas for fundraising for the temple, please 
contact myself, Becca Ward or Melissa 
Lebedinsky.  
 
Be safe and enjoy the fall foliage! Best, 
Debbie Lessans 
 
  

mailto:jesaz99@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/CongregationOrChadash/
http://www.grovecentervet.com
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Social Action Committee  
The Social Action 
Committee has been 
taking part in the 
Religious Action Center 
(RAC) activities on 
Voting Rights. From 
November 8-November 11 you can register to 
attend the RAC's optional call-in office hours to 
receive guidance from one of their staff members 
on how to make calls to your Senators and 
President Biden and tell them to pass voting 
rights legislation that is just. Keep an eye out for 
the Happenings emails for the link to sign up and 
for additional information on how to participate. 
 

Assisting Afghan Refugees 
Congregation Or Chadash has become one of the 
Maryland faith-based organizations that support 
New Neighbors Interfaith Alliance (NNIA), an 
organization created to support local, newly 
resettled immigrants. NNIA is currently working 
with two resettlement agencies: the International 
Rescue Committee (IRC) and the Ethiopian 
Community Development Council (ECDC) to 
help recent Afghan Refugees get settled into 
Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties. 
 
In support of these Afghan Refugees, we ask that 
you join us in any of the following activities: 

1) Help us to sponsor a family of Afghan 
Refugees by volunteering to work with the 
family in any of the following ways: 
• Identifying housing for the family  
• Furnishing the apartment 
• Registering the family for government 

programs including Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) and Medicaid.  

• Helping enroll any children in public school 
• Helping find jobs 
• Helping family members learn English (can 

be done via Zoom) 
• Teaching the family basic skills such as 

understanding the transportation system, 
grocery shopping, arranging medical visits 

• Providing transportation to medical visits 
To get started, send an email to 
nnia.maryland@gmail.com or complete the 
volunteer form at 
https://forms.gle/MK62HdUVRxMB5HJQ9 

2) Bring to our temple your gently used coats, 
whether for adults or children. These will be 
distributed to Afghan refugees living nearby, 
thanks to the organizational efforts of the 
Montgomery 
County Muslim 
Foundation. 
Hangers are 
appreciated, if you 
have spares. 
 
3) There is a dire need for other warm winter 
clothing, plus baby items, for the tens of 
thousands of Afghan evacuees. Please visit the 
Amazon wish-list that has been established for 
families being processed through Fort Pickett, 
VA.  It can be found on the Team Rubicon 
website at 
https://teamrubiconusa.org/resettlement.  
 
This collection effort is being coordinated by 
Team Rubicon Disaster Relief, in cooperation 
with the Department of Defense. The 
organization gets a four-star rating (out of four) 
on Charity Navigator, and involves veterans in 
its work. 

mailto:nnia.maryland@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/MK62HdUVRxMB5HJQ9
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/IRAWRRQE3EEW?ref_=wl_share&amp;fbclid=IwAR1u6BuJAPFzq4Ra48eG273FKYOm1NjoySKDGUi32EBM3Kju2l5MmAIJxHU
https://teamrubiconusa.org/resettlement
https://www.charitynavigator.org/ein/271720480
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Congregation Or Chadash Book Club  
 The next meeting of the Congregation Or Chadash Book Club 
is Friday, November 12 at noon and will be a Zoom meeting. 
 
The book for November is A Bend in the Stars by Rachel 
Barenbaum. This book is available at the Montgomery County 
Public Libraries. 
 
Book club discussion questions are 
at: https://rachelbarenbaum.com/a-bend-in-the-stars/reading-
group-guide/  
 
There is an interview with the author at:  
https://www.npr.org/2019/05/16/724089926/rachel-barenbaums-
a-bend-in-the-stars-tells-a-tale-of-injustice-and-romance 
 
Please RSVP by Tuesday, November 9 to Jane Harris 
at clamityjgh@aol.com 
 
 

 
Racial Justice Book Club 
Our most recent book discussion was very well attended and 
thought-provoking. We recommend to our fellow congregants 
This is the Fire (What I Say to My Friends about Racism), by 
Don Lemon (anchor of CNN Tonight). The book is beautifully 
written and informative, full of valuable experiences and 
concrete suggestions about how to get involved to help with 
systemic change.  The book also has some wonderful resources 
in the Appendix that are well worth a look. 
 
For our November 8 meeting, we have chosen Just Mercy: A 
Story of Justice and Redemption, by Bryan Stevenson (either the 
movie—starring Michael B. Jordan and Jamie Foxx—or the 
book).  All meetings are at 7:00pm. The book has been 
republished with a very different cover as a tie-in with the 
movie! 
 

In addition to books, we will be “mixing it up” with podcasts and 
articles in the upcoming months. 
 
New members are welcome to join us.  Contact Nancy Thorner 
at nethorner@yahoo.com to get on the email list to receive the 
Zoom link. 

  

https://rachelbarenbaum.com/a-bend-in-the-stars/reading-group-guide/
https://rachelbarenbaum.com/a-bend-in-the-stars/reading-group-guide/
https://www.npr.org/2019/05/16/724089926/rachel-barenbaums-a-bend-in-the-stars-tells-a-tale-of-injustice-and-romance
https://www.npr.org/2019/05/16/724089926/rachel-barenbaums-a-bend-in-the-stars-tells-a-tale-of-injustice-and-romance
mailto:clamityjgh@aol.com.
mailto:nethorner@yahoo.com
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Thank You to All Supporters of Chef 
Majed’s Syrian Food Dropoff 
Over the past year and a half, Chef Majed 
Abdulraheem has been delivering pre-ordered 
meals – marvelous ones! – to congregants of 
COC and other faith communities in 
Montgomery County. This project, which was 
supported by the COC Social Action 
Committee, helped him and his family during 
the pandemic and was part of a broad, ongoing 
effort to help Syrian refugee families in the DC 
area. 
 
Chef Majed will no longer been making these 
group “drop-offs” but continues to welcome 
individual delivery orders at his website  
https://chefmajed.com/delivery/  
 
The COC Social Action Committee wishes to 
thank our congregants for supporting this 
program. Our participation helped the 
Abdulraheem family get through a very 
difficult time. And we also got to enjoy  
delicious dinners! 
 

Donate While You Shop! 
Did you know that Amazon offers a wonderful 
program where you can (at no additional cost 
to you) donate a small portion of your purchase 
to Congregation Or Chadash?  It’s called 
Amazon Smile and it is SO EASY to enroll and 
use!  And again, there is no additional cost to 
you as the purchaser! 
 
Here’s what you do on your mobile phone: 
1. Open the Amazon Shopping App on your 

device 
2. View Settings and select AmazonSmile  
3. Follow the instructions in the Amazon 

Shopping App to complete the process 
 
Here’s what you do on your computer: 
1. Visit smile.amazon.com 
2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 
3. Search for “Congregation Or Chadash” in 

Damascus. 
 

That’s it!  It really is that easy! 
 
Please consider enrolling in this program and 
selecting Congregation Or Chadash as your 
beneficiary. 

Special Services ________________________  
Birthday Blessings / Anniversary 
Blessings  
Celebrate your birthday with your Or Chadash 
family.  Receive a special blessing and birthday 
treat to mark the occasion.  If you are in-
person, you will get the treat that evening. If 
you are sharing services with us through Zoom, 
the Rabbi delivery service will be happy to 
drop-by with your treat (just send her an 
email). We have Birthday Blessings every 
month.  For the month of November, join us on 
Friday, November 5, and for the month of 
December, Birthday Blessings will be on 
Friday, December 10, both at 7:30pm.  

 

We also celebrate anniversaries within our Or 
Chadash family.  Again, receive a special 
blessing and different treat.  This is also 
monthly with Anniversary Blessings on 
November 12 and December 17, both Fridays, 
at 7:30pm. 
    

Do you have other simchas (happy occasions) 
to share?  Let Rabbi Kobey know so we can 
rejoice together. 
 
 
 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/?ref=dayone_us_smilehowto_1
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Thank You to Our Donors _________________  
Thank you to our generous donors. Note that this list includes donations that were deposited during 
late August, September, and early October.  Please contact the office for more information. 
 
Building Fund 
Sherry Trahan & Daniel Shawen 
 
General Donations 
Lisa Cahn: in honor of Aiden Rolnick becoming a 

Bar Mitzvah 
Susan & Scott Chidakel in honor of the 2020/2021 

B'nai Mitzvah class 
Andrew & Suzanne Colby in memory of Margie 

Reichman 
Rob & Debbie Eisenberg 
Jay & Jennifer Familant 
Ralph Locke & Lona Farhi in honor of Rabbi 

Kobey, Deborah Sternberg, Rachel Stroud-
Goodrich, and Jax Felman 

Fred & Barbara Marx 
Gerald Ray Mollie Lipshy Charitable Trust & 

Judy Gable 
 

High Holiday Appeal 
Rob & Debbie Eisenberg 
Susan Gellert 
Karl & Anne Gussow 
Claire & Greg SanNicolas 
 
Rise Against Hunger 
Rachel & Christopher Goodrich 
Lauren Goldberg 
Diane & Sydney Levitus 
Kathleen & Karl Lorenz 
Sherry Trahan & Daniel Shawen 
Fran & Jack Zavin 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Ralph Locke & Lona Farhi in honor of the birth of 

Susan White and Michael Abraham’s 
granddaughter Amelia 

Alyssa & Samuel Mrvos

Condolences  ___________________________  
We extend our deep condolences to Adam Kerner and his family on the death of his father, Gary 
Kerner, who died on August 22. 

Mazel Tov _____________________________  
Congregation Or Chadash extends our congratulations to Ron and Nancy Isaacson on the engagement 
of their daughter, Elena, to Tim Davis on September 25.  
 
Congregation Or Chadash extends our congratulations to Michael Abrahams and Susan White on the 
birth of their granddaughter, Amelia Tzipporah Travers (parents Diana Abrahams and Avi Travers) on 
September 14 (8 Tishrei 5782) 
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**Yahrtzeit plaque 

Yahrtzeits ______________________________  
If you have an upcoming yahrtzeit that is not listed, please call the office at 301-482-
1025, and we will add any names you wish to remember. Names will be read at Shabbat 
services during the week of a loved one’s death. When two dates are shown, the names 
will be read during the Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services. Note that 
the second column lists the observing member. 
 
Friday, November 5 
Florence Lazar Grandmother of Eileen Kerwin 
Edith Slonk Grandmother of Barbara Marx 
Ida Thorner Mother of Bruce Thorner 
Morris Glosman Grandfather of Alana Hyman  
Louis Zeik Risa & Patrick Robinson 
Pauline Jolkovsky Aunt of Ziona Mossman 
 
Friday, November 12 
Eveyln Caplan Grandmother of Stephanie Ames 
Liba Binder Mother of Irwin Binder 
Melvin Moskowitz Father of Sindi Siskind 
Gertrude Lessans Mother of Ray Lessans 
Benjamin Bender Father of Larry Bender 

 
Friday, November 19 
William Ostrov Grandfather of Fred Marx 
Marshall Rosenthal Uncle of David Bender 
Elaine Spector Mother of Donna Goldsteen 
 

Friday, November 26 
Sadye Goldenberg Grandmother of Diane Levitus 
Armand Grenadier Great Uncle of Ellyn Baum 
Harold Jacobs Father of Jen Strelser 
Gail Siskind Mother of Aaron Siskind 
Larry Bernstein Uncle of Ellyn Baum 

 
Friday, December 3 & Saturday December 4 
Martha Gussow Grandmother of Karl Gussow 
Eugene Levitus Brother of Syndey Levitus 
Caren Goldfine Aunt of Ellyn Baum 
Ruth Solowey Mother of Rona Kandel 
Esterher Lazaruk Mother of Fran Zavin 

Friday, December 10 
Jay Nadler Father of Karl Nadler 
Rosalee Familant Mother of Jay Familant 
Rose Leigh Aunt of Joe Baum 
Harold Solidar Uncle of Sydney Levitus 
**Dortha Furr Mother of Susan Gellert 
James Joseph Hyman Father to Brett Hyman 
Israel Mossman Father of Ziona Mossman 
 
Friday, December 17 
Gladys Stein Grandmother of Ilene Krom 
Dr. Howard Sommer Father of Heather Held 
Rabbi Harold I Krantzler Father of Rebecca Stroud 
Theodore Lewis Father of Brad Lewis 
 
Friday, December 24 
Abram Mossman Grandfather of Ziona Mossman  
Robert Goldsteen Father of Donna Goldsteen 
Richard Grant Murphey, Sr. Father of Janyce Dissin 
 
Friday, December 31 
Jerene Isaacson Grandmother of Ron Isaacson 
Donna King Rosalind & William King 
Gregorio SanNicolas Father of Greg SanNicolas 
Edith Plesset Grandmother of Michelle Bellman 
Lillian Astor Grandmother of Jonathan Jackel 
Nat Astor Grandfather of Jonathan Jackel 
Fred Goldman Father of Jack Goldman 
Charles Gellert Husband of Susan Gellert 
Joyce Blumberg Grandmother of Michelle Bellman 
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