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By Rabbi Alison B. Kobey 
We are in the midst of counting the Omer, the 

days between Passover and Shavuot. This year, I 

have been counting with an app that gives me a 

spiritual quote, as well as the actual count, to 

ponder throughout the day. I share with you the 

following: “When we decide to live another way, 

we can. When we realize that every day we are 

once again invited to live a life of beauty, then we 

need only say yes.”  

 

As we reflect on this time from Pesach to 

Shavuot, this time of moving from slavery into 

freedom and then to receiving the Torah, I cannot 

help but think of our current circumstances. We 

have been quarantined for over a year, isolating 

ourselves and living in Egypt or Mitzrayim, those 

narrow straits. Now, more and more of us have 

been vaccinated or will soon be vaccinated and 

there is an element of freedom, of renewed life. 

But, just like the Israelites who first crossed the 

Red Sea, there is a level of uncertainty… now 

what? How do we (still safely and cautiously) 

start to re-enter society?  

 

I know that we still have to be careful. Our 

children younger 

than 16 are not yet 

vaccinated and perhaps some of you are still 

struggling to make an appointment (if not yet, 

hopefully soon!). I know that we cannot be fully 

free. The holiday of Shavuot, as I mentioned is 

about receiving the Torah. With Torah comes 

commandments or rules. We must continue to 

wear masks and social distance ourselves. But, 

like our ancestors, we also need an element of 

bravery that allowed them to push forward and 

cross the Red Sea. Just as they did not know what 

would happen next (and who of us ever really 

knows), so too do we not quite know what will 

happen in the future. With care and caution, it is 

time for us to slowly rejoin and reconnect, to start 

to come back together (safely) in person. During 

this period of the Omer (leading up to Shavuot), 

ask yourself how are you feeling brave? Will you 

meet up with other vaccinated people? Will you 

start returning to activities that brought you joy? 

Will you physically return to the synagogue for 

meetings, events, or for worship when we say the 

time to do so has arrived?  

(continued on page 5) 

 
Friday, May 7 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services 

with Teacher Appreciation 

Friday, May 14 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services 

with Birthday Blessings 

Sunday, May 16 – 7:00pm Shavuot 

Confirmation Services 

Friday, May 21 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services 

with Anniversary Blessings 

SHABBAT & HOLIDAY SERVICES  
Shabbat is a sacred time of rest and rejuvenation. This has been a hard year and beyond for so 

many people… all the more so, you/we need Shabbat. It is a sacred gift. We are hoping to safely 

begin offering a hybrid model so please stay tuned for more information. Whether in person or 

over Zoom, we do hope you will join us!  
 

Friday, May 28 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services 

Friday, June 4 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services, 

Caribbean themed, with Birthday Blessings 

Friday, June 11 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services with 

Anniversary Blessings 

Friday, June 18 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services 

Friday, June 25 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services 
 

 

 

 

 

Or Chadash FOCUS 
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Rabbi 
Rabbi Alison Kobey 301-482-1025 
rabbi@cong-orchadashmd.org 
Cantorial Soloist 
Deborah Sternberg 
soloist@cong-orchadashmd.org 
Location 
24800 Kings Valley Road  
Damascus, MD 20872 
Office Hours 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday 

8:30am to 1:00pm 

Email Address: 
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org 
Mailing Address 
24800 Kings Valley Rd 
Damascus, MD 20872 
Web Address 
www.cong-orchadashmd.org  
Telephone and FAX 
(T) 301-482-1025 
(F) 301-482-1027 
To Receive E-mail Updates  
Send your email address to  
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org 
 
 

Contacting Us  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

Contact Us 
 

Religious School Director ............... Rabbi Alison Kobey 
Temple Administrators ................... Bita Silverman  
Religious School Administrator .... OPEN  
Or Chadash Board  
President ............................................ Andrew Felrice 
Vice-President ................................... Ilene Krom 
Treasurer ............................................ Andrew Colby 
Secretary ............................................. OPEN 

Immediate Past President ............... Phil Dicken 
At-Large .......................................... Rich Bailen 
 .............................................................. Janet Ballonoff 
 .............................................................. Karen Dean 
 .............................................................. Rob Eisenberg  
 .............................................................. Luis Fajner 
 .............................................................. Ruth Fajner 
 .............................................................. Donna Goldsteen 
 .............................................................. Ray Lessans  
 .............................................................. Fran Zavin 
 .............................................................. Jack Zavin 
CORY President ................................ Jax Felman 
CORY Advisor .................................. Rabbi Alison Kobey  
Jr. CORY Advisor ............................. Rabbi Alison Kobey  
Kiddish Kids  .................................... Rabbi Alison Kobey  
WCOC/Sisterhood President .......... OPEN 
Brotherhood President .................... OPEN  

Adult Social Group .......................... OPEN 
Ritual Committee ............................. Susan White 
Adult Learning Committee ............. Ralph Locke 
Library Committee ........................... Michael Abrahams  
Membership Committee ................. Michelle and Jared Bellman and Lisa and Danny Cooperstein 
Fundraising Committee .................. Debbie Lessans 
 .............................................................. Melissa Lebedinsky 
Social Action Committee ................ Rita Shewbridge  
Religious School Committee .......... Howard Benowitz  
Building Committee ........................ Rob Eisenberg 
Oneg Coordinator ............................. Julie Swain  
FOCUS Editor ................................... Debbie Eisenberg 
Webmaster ......................................... Marti Kerner  
Dues or Tuition Relief ..................... Andrew Colby 

mailto:rabbi@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi@gmail.com
mailto:soloist@cong-orchadashmd.org
http://www.cong-orchadashmd.org/
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Torah Study ______________________  
 

Beginning Saturday, May 15 we will be 

offering a hybrid model. Join us in person with 

masks and social distancing or over Zoom. It is 

a perfect day to see you in person… the start of 

a new book of Torah and the weekend of 

Shavuot, the holiday in which we receive the 

Torah. Torah study is weekly on Saturdays; for 

May and June it will be weekly at 9:30am. 

Whatever your path (in-person or Zoom), we 

hope you will join us!  

 

Saturday, May 1 – 9:30am  

Emor (Leviticus 21:1-24:23) – Why can’t we 

just celebrate holidays when it is convenient to 

us? Given there is no Temple, what do we still 

learn from reading about it? How do women tie 

into this Torah portion? Who is the only named 

female in all of Leviticus? 

 

Saturday, May 8 – 9:30am  

Behar-Bechukotai (Leviticus 25:1-27:34) – 

How do we help economically disadvantaged 

people here? What does it mean to be a holy 

people? How are ethics integrated with ritual? 

Is obedience a successful Jewish value? 

 

Saturday, May 15 – 9:30am  

Bemidbar (Numbers 1:1-4:20) – If we are 

organized, are we more likely to encounter the 

Divine? Why is this Torah portion extra special 

this year? How does the theme also relate to 

us? Why are Rachel’s children in a position of 

less honor than Leah’s children? 

 

Saturday, May 22 – 9:30am  

Naso (Numbers 4:21-7:89) – Why are women 

absent from administration? Why are women 

more on the fringes of society? How did the 

Priestly benediction become so popular? What 

are gifts of today? 

 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, May 29 – 9:30am  

Beha’alotecha (Numbers 8:1-12:16) – What if 

you cannot celebrate Passover at the right 

time? Why are we so seldom content? How 

does sibling rivalry impact our sacred story?  

 

Saturday, June 5 – 9:30am  

Shelach L’cha (Numbers 13:1-15:41) – Why 

is public opinion such a strong force? When is 

it acceptable to rebel? How do you show your 

faith or lack of it? What happens when we 

make mistakes? 

 

Saturday, June 12 – 9:30am  

Korach (Numbers 16:1-18:32) – Who would 

be elected officials today if God spoke in a 

manner that we better understood? What 

should the punishment be for political 

insurrection and who should be impacted by it? 

Given that Moses did not want his leadership 

position, why did he defend it? 

 

Saturday, June 19 – 9:30am  

Chukat (Numbers 19:1-22:1) – Why does 

healing and new life often seem to follow 

death? How do we see hope transpire? Is 

Miriam actually equal to Moses? Have you 

ever seen a red cow? How does an itinerary 

help you? 

 

Saturday, June 26 – 9:30am  

Balak (Numbers 22:2-25:9) – Why are foreign 

women (according to the parashah) dangerous? 

How might we both accept Torah and move 

away from that idea today? How do we see 

God? Are we a people that can be cursed? 
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President’s Column 
Spring is upon us and I am grateful for what 

seems to be the beginning of the end of a long 

hard winter.  Many of us 16 and older have been 

able to get vaccinated or will be able to in the 

near future.  I am also hopeful that children aged 

12-16 will soon follow suit.  The weather is 

turning. The days grow longer and signs of 

growth and new life emerge all around us.  Many 

children are now able to attend school in person - 

at least on a limited basis depending on where 

they live.  We can now contemplate doing things, 

such as seeing our families face-to-face that we 

may not have been comfortable doing over the 

past year.  I hope that the change of the season is 

uplifting your spirits and you are able to find joy 

in the little things. 
 

At Or Chadash, the wheel keeps on turning.  

Many of you have not been to the building in 

some time but there have been numerous 

improvements.  New mulch and a fresh mow 

have certainly added to the aesthetic of the 

building and my hope is that we’ll have enough 

interest in the end-of-April volunteer spring 

clean-up event to take care of some of the items 

in front of the building such as pruning, weeding 

and general maintenance.  In addition, the DHS 

security grant has allowed Or Chadash to 

significantly enhance our security posture.  New 

cameras, lighting, (barrier) boulders and an entry 

keypad now adorn the building.  Security training 

is being scheduled for congregation leaders.  

Regarding the DHS grant, Or Chadash has 

applied for a subsequent grant which will (we 

hope) further enhance our security posture.  

Thank you to Rob Eisenberg who has spent 

countless hours planning and meeting with 

contractors to lead this effort.   
 

I’d like to encourage all of you to attend the May 

26th annual congregation meeting where we 

celebrate the highlights of the past year (there 

have been some!) as well as formally vote on the 

2022 FY budget and new Board of Directors.  

We’ll discuss where we are with COVID and we 

hope to answer any additional questions you 

have.  More details will be included in the annual 

meeting packet which is being sent by USPS and 

by email.   
 

I’ll end on a familiar ask.  We still need 

volunteers!  Most, if not all, of you know that we 

are a volunteer-run organization.  Being a 

volunteer does not require you to give up all of 

your free time.  Consider starting with just a 

couple hours at the April 25 spring cleaning (I 

recognize this date may have passed by the time 

you read this).  We have a burgeoning 

membership committee that is thinking of some 

fun and innovative ways to utilize social media to 

perform outreach to the greater Jewish 

community and could always use additional 

ideas, arms and legs.  My final request is for the 

finance committee.  This does not require an 

accounting or finance degree.  Our finance 

committee has been served by the same three 

members for as long as I can remember and we 

really need to think about succession planning 

here.  They play a vital role for the synagogue 

and we could not operate without their efforts.  

Please consider this as you think about how you 

would like to give back to your community over 

the coming year. 

 

Stay well and safe!   

Andrew Felrice 

  

Annual Meeting 

Wednesday, May 26 

7:30 pm 
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Alison B. Kobey (continued) 
At Sinai, we all stood together: men, women, 

and children. While I recognize that we are not 

ready for us all to be physically present at once, 

we can slowly start drifting back toward one 

another. Go back to my beginning quote, 

“When we decide to live another way, we can.” 

Do not be so inundated with fear that you 

forget the beauty of community. 
 

On Sunday, May 16, I invite you to physically 

join us… at 4:30pm for an ice cream social in 

the parking lot- celebrating the last day of 

Religious School, the festival of Shavuot (a 

dairy holiday) that begins that evening, and an 

opportunity for all of us to start accepting our 

return to renewed life. This event is open to all 

of Or Chadash. You can eat in your car or 

socially distance in the parking lot or outside in 

the back.  After the ice cream, you will have 

time to get your pre-ordered Chef Majed food, 

return home for your dinner, and share in the 

Shavuot/Confirmation service at 7:00pm. I do 

hope you will join us. “…When we realize that 

every day we are once again invited to live a 

life of beauty, then we need only say yes.”  
 

L’Shalom 

Rabbi Alison B. Kobey  

 

Religious School Committee _______________  
As we approach the end of a remote-learning 

Religious School year, we look ahead to the 

Fall with the expectation of returning to classes 

in the Temple.  The Religious School 

Committee and the Or Chadash Board of 

Directors will decide over the summer whether 

to have in-person, remote, or hybrid learning.   

 

Many of the challenges we experienced at the 

end of the 2019-20 school year were replaced 

in the 2020-21 school year with opportunities 

for our teachers and students to explore and 

express themselves in new ways.  Did your 

child know what a Kahoot was a year ago?  

Now, they are making their own for other 

students to use!  Have you heard the podcasts 

our students have made?  If not, look in the 

Religious School Update emails for the links.  

The creativity from our teachers and students 

has been wonderful to see and hear.  We are 

very fortunate to have such a resourceful, 

committed, and inspirational Religious School 

staff.  
 
 
 
 

 

Because our classes this year have been shorter 

than in previous years, we intend to offer 

summer sessions for families who are 

interested in some extra Hebrew learning 

opportunities.  Please check your emails soon 

for further information. 

 

Join the Religious School Committee!  We 

meet once a month to discuss all things related 

to our Religious School.  Our next meeting will 

be on Zoom on Sunday, June 6 at 7:30pm.  

See the Or Chadash Happenings email for the 

link. 

 

Have a great summer!  

The Religious School Committee 
 

 

  

Religious School Calendar 
 
 

School in Session:  

May 2, 4, 9, 11, 16 

 (last day is Sunday, May 16) 
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Keeping Up With Or Chadash ______________  

Talmud Study 
If you are interested in learning more about 

Talmud class, please feel free to reach out to 

Rabbi Kobey. Talmud classes generally follow 

Daf Yomi, Talmud page of the day. Beginning 

Saturday, May 15 we will be offering a hybrid 

model. Join us in person with masks and social 

distancing or over Zoom. Whatever your path, 

we hope you will join us! 

Upcoming classes are:  

Saturday, May 8 – 11:00am 

Saturday, May 15 – 11:00am 

Saturday, June 5 – 11:00am 

Saturday, June 26 – 11:00am 

 

Prophets by Topic 
Beginning Saturday, May 15 we will be 

offering a hybrid model. Join us in person with 

masks and social distancing or over Zoom. 

Whatever your path, we hope you will join us! 

Saturday, May 1 – 11:00am 

Prophets on love / sacred relationships 

Saturday, June 12 – 11:00am  

Prophets on the theme of chosenness 
 

Committee Meetings  
Religious School 

Committee (RSC) 

Sunday, June 6 – 

7:30pm 

Membership Committee 

Wednesday, May 5 – 

7:00pm  

Wednesday, June 2 – 

8:00pm 

 

Calendar Meeting 
Wednesday, May 19 at 7:30pm 

Have ideas for next year’s Temple calendar? 

This is an important forum to share ideas and 

get your events on the calendar! It is especially 

important for committee chairs and for 

everyone who has program ideas! We will see 

where we are in the world to determine 

whether this meeting will be in person or 

virtual, but we do hope you will join us in 

whatever format makes sense at the time! 
 

Adult Learning 
Please take note of Torah Study, Prophets, and 

Talmud discussions along with the following 

opportunities:  

Prayer Class  

Friday, May 7 – 12:30pm 

Friday, May 28 – 12:30pm 

Friday, June 4 – 12:30pm 

Friday, June 25 – 12:30pm 

Book Club  

Friday, May 14 – 12:00pm 

Friday, June 11 – 12:00pm 

Social Justice Book Club  

Monday, May 10 – 7:00pm 

http://www.grovecentervet.com/
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Coffee, Tea, and Conversation 
Tuesdays at 10:00am 

This is an informal time to hang-out with the 

Rabbi and with congregants and talk about 

whatever is on your mind. No RSVPs needed, 

just come when you can. 
 

Prospective Members 
We need your help!  We know that word of 

mouth is the best way for people to find us and 

get to know us.  If you know a possible 

member, please send us the name and any 

contact information you might have.  Then, we 

will reach out and include the person(s) in a 

small group opportunity.  We hope to hear 

from you!  As a reminder, there is now a 

financial incentive for our members too! 

 

Our wide-ranging Adult Learning 

“Prayer” Course Continues 
Rabbi Kobey is now teaching a multi-week 

online course on prayer: focusing on how to 

make prayer fit your own needs. The course 

includes stimulating video interviews with 

numerous Reform rabbis. Selected Fridays 

(two per month) at 12:30pm. No charge. Come 

to one session or several (through the Zoom 

link)! A paperback book that coordinates with 

the sessions is available here:  Making Prayer  

Real, by Rabbi Mike Comins.   

Friday, May 7 – 12:30pm 

Friday, May 28 – 12:30pm 

Friday, June 4 – 12:30pm 

Friday, June 25 – 12:30pm 
 

Girls’ Night In 
Ladies, do you need a break?  Come join us for 

“Girls’ Night In” on the second Thursday of 

the month at 7:30pm!  We are COVID-19 safe 

and always sympathetic/empathetic to anything 

that may be going on in your world right now!  

Upcoming dates are May 13, June 10, and 

July 8.  Zoom information is sent out in the 

weekly email blast the week before. 
 

We will resume “Girls’ Night Out” when we 

are all comfortable that it is safe for everyone 

and we are comfortable with the idea of doing 

activities out and about as a group. 
 

If you have any questions, please reach out to 

Ilene at kromfamily726@gmail.com. 

 
 

Be A Mensch! 
It makes you feel good to do something nice 

for someone else, and here is an opportunity 

for you to do exactly that!  Contact Ilene at 

kromfamily726@gmail.com for the name of a 

fellow congregant family and then do 

something nice for them!  It could be making 

them a challah in time for Shabbat and 

dropping it off on their doorstep.  Or it could 

be taking them out for a cup of coffee (or 

sharing one over Zoom in the current COVID-

world).  Or it could be simply picking up the 

phone and having a conversation and making 

sure that we all remain connected as a Jewish 

family!  In other words, it can be whatever you 

want it to be! 

 

Assignments are completely random.  All 

feedback I have received to date has been 

positive from those who either served as a 

Mensch or have been “Mensched”!  It is as 

much fun as you want it to be! 

 

Let’s try to make our whole congregation smile  

about something we did this month! 

 

http://www.jewishlights.com/mm5/merchant.mvc?Screen=PROD&Store_Code=JL&Product_Code=978-1-58023-417-7&Category_Code=
mailto:kromfamily726@gmail.com
mailto:kromfamily726@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/CongregationOrChadash/
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Congregation Or Chadash Book Club  
More exciting news for the May meeting: the book author will be 

attending! 
 

Lynda Schuster, author of our May book club selection Dirty 

Wars and Polished Silver:  The Life and Times of a War 

Correspondent Turned Ambassatrix, is going to attend our Zoom 

book club meeting on Friday, May 14 at noon. 
 

This book is available at the Montgomery County Public 

Libraries.  

 

This is a coed book club.  All are welcome to attend! 
 

Please RSVP by Friday, May 7  

to Jane Harris at clamityjgh@aol.com.  

 
 
 
 

Racial Justice Book Club 
Our next Racial Justice Book Club meeting will be Monday, 

May 10, at 7:00pm to discuss the book by Born a Crime, by 

Trevor Noah. Here is a link to a review: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/28/books/review-born-a-

crime-trevor-noahs-raw-account-of-life-under-apartheid.html. 

  

New members are welcome to join us.  Contact Nancy Thorner 

at nethorner@yahoo.com to get on the email list to receive the 

Zoom link. 

  

Thank you to those of you who joined in an engrossing 

discussion of our last book Moral Resistance and Spiritual 

Authority: Our Jewish Obligation to Social Justice.  This series 

of essays by rabbis and Jewish scholars informed us on topics 

ranging from politics, immigration, and systemic racism to 

LGBTQ and women’s rights to community organization . . . and 

the history that supports this obligation as Jews to “Love thy 

Neighbor” and fight for social and racial justice. 

  

mailto:clamityjgh@aol.com.
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/28/books/review-born-a-crime-trevor-noahs-raw-account-of-life-under-apartheid.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/28/books/review-born-a-crime-trevor-noahs-raw-account-of-life-under-apartheid.html
mailto:nethorner@yahoo.com
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New Membership Category 
Do you know someone unaffiliated and 100+ 

miles away? Alternatively, do you know a 

grandparent or someone who wants to be a 

member of their synagogue plus Or Chadash? 

We now have an Associate Membership 

category for people physically distant but able 

to participate in our Adult Learning or other 

Zoom events.   
 

Seeking Technical Expertise 
With the many things that have hurt us in this 

world of COVID, we have also seen several 

advances, specifically in the way we can 

interact with the world when it is impossible to 

be physically present.  Through Zoom, Google 

Meet, Microsoft Teams, Facebook Live, and so 

many others, we have been able to take part in 

events when travel restrictions (costs, health, 

etc.) have been obstacles too difficult to 

overcome.  At Congregation Or Chadash, we 

too have taken advantage of these technologies 

by making most of our activities available for 

all of us to share via Zoom. 

 

Looking forward to post-COVID life, we are 

looking into the possibility of continuing to 

broadcast COC events (mainly services) to 

those who cannot be present in the sanctuary.  

The Board is in the early stages of considering 

options for both equipment and operation.  We 

are primarily looking into the means of 

broadcasting out rather than the interactive 

model we have with Zoom.  We are also 

hoping that this will be simple to operate 

(ideally not much more difficult than the press 

of a button to start and again to stop). 

 

If anyone has any expertise in this area 

(through work, hobby, YouTubers, etc.), please 

contact Andrew Felrice. 
 

CORY Column 
Hey Or Chadash, 

CORY has had a lot of fun events, even in the 

midst of the pandemic. We started off the year 

at Summers farm, where we had a lot of fun in the 

corn maze. In November, we had a combined 

CORY and Jr. CORY event at Sandy Springs 

Ropes Course. In December, CORY had a lot of 

fun playing Jackbox games through Zoom, and 

then we had a fun wintery day ice skating in 

January.  By the time you are reading this we will 

have had a lot of fun at Great Falls! 

 

 

 
Stay tuned for more youth group events including 

a movie night with CORY elections. For more 

details, contact me for the link to the CORY 

calendar. 
 

Hope you’ll join us,  

Jax Felman (they/them)  

CORY President 
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Sisterhood 
What do you think the role of a Jewish 

Congregation Sisterhood should be?  Should 

this be a group focused on Socialization? 

Social Action?  Fund Raising?  Something 

completely different?  Different congregations 

seem to have their own perceptions on the role 

of their congregation’s “Sisterhood”.  I would 

like for us to have an active Sisterhood, but I 

want the group to reflect the 

wants/needs/desires of its members. 

 

Please feel free to share your thoughts.  I look 

forward to seeing what matters to YOU! 

Ilene (kromfamily726@gmail.com) 

 

OC Walking Club  
We all know exercise is an important part of 

staying healthy.  But who has time to go to the 

gym?  So, let’s plan to get together once a 

month for a walk with our Congregation Or 

Chadash friends.  We can walk around the 

pond at the Rio Shopping Center.  Or we can 

meet at Black Hill Park.  Or we can find a 

walking trail.  Whatever and wherever we 

choose …. we can simply meet up somewhere 

(masked and COVID-safe measures taken, of 

course) and spend an hour or two enjoying the fresh 

air!  Perhaps we can even enjoy a cup of coffee when 

we are done!  
 

We can even benefit our preferred causes by 

planning quarterly virtual 5Ks (walking of course … 

no one need run in this group). Join us in our 

continuing efforts to stay fit, get fresh air, and enjoy 

some welcome companionship! 
 

If you would like more information, please reach out 

to Ilene at kromfamily726@gmail.com. 

 

Walking a Virtual 5K around the pond at Rio in 

support of Autism Awareness on April 4

 
 

• Congregation Or Chadash Member Since 1995 

• Former Board Member 

• Top 1% of Realtors in Washington Metro Region 

• Professional Home Staging, 3D Virtual Tours 

• Complete Web & Social Media Marketing 

• Trained Negotiator 

• Home Buyer Representation 
  

DAVE BENDER, GRI, ASP, SRES, CNE 

Accredited Staging Professional 

Century 21 Redwood Realty 

Cell: 240-731-5970 

Office: 301-208-2288 

Email: dave@davebenderhomes.com  

Web: www.davebenderhomes.com 

Licensed in Maryland & Virginia 
VA 

Search The Entire MLS @ www.davebenderhomes.com 

mailto:kromfamily726@gmail.com
mailto:kromfamily726@gmail.com
http://www.davebenderhomes.com
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Donate While You Shop! 
Did you know that Amazon offers a wonderful 

program where you can (at no additional cost 

to you) donate a small portion of your purchase 

to Congregation Or Chadash?  It’s called 

Amazon Smile and it is SO EASY to enroll and 

use!  And again, there is no additional cost to 

you as the purchaser! 
 

Here’s what you do on your mobile phone: 

1. Open the Amazon Shopping App on your 

device 

2. View Settings and select AmazonSmile  

3. Follow the instructions in the Amazon 

Shopping App to complete the process 
 

Here’s what you do on your computer: 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com 

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 

3. Search for “Congregation Or Chadash” in 

Damascus. 
 

That’s it!  It really is that easy! 
 

Please consider enrolling in this program and 

selecting Congregation Or Chadash as your 

beneficiary. 
 

Food Drive 
Thank you to all who participated in the Good 

Deeds Week Manna Food Drive.  We filled 

Nancy’s car with 22 bags of food: 
 

 

 
 

Every Other Sunday – Chef Majed’s 

Award-Winning Syrian Food! 
Chef Majed is continuing to deliver his wonderful 

Syrian food to the COC parking lot every other 

Sunday, between 5:30pm and 6:00pm. The event 

has been a big hit since early last year! 

 

Order by clicking on: 

https://chefmajed.com/special/congregation-or-

chadash/. 

Place your order by 11:59pm on Saturday (the day 

before). 

 

All food is, by our request, dairy-free. The 

Chicken Shawarma comes either as a wrap (shown 

here, with some salad and hummus) or on top of a 

larger salad. A congregation favorite, the Chicken 

Kabab (or Beef, if you prefer), over fragrantly 

spiced, but not peppery, rice. “Side” offerings 

including Hummus, Baba Ganoush, Fatoush 

Salad, and Lemon Potatoes. There’s a splendid 

Lentil Soup, and a great tomato-eggplant 

Moussaka (no cheese or meat, so it’s one of many 

fine vegan options!). 
 

For delivery dates and other locations (temples 

and churches in Potomac, Bethesda, and 

Gaithersburg) click here:  
https://chefmajed.com/special/. 

https://smile.amazon.com/?ref=dayone_us_smilehowto_1
https://chefmajed.com/special/congregation-or-chadash/
https://chefmajed.com/special/congregation-or-chadash/
https://chefmajed.com/special/
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Special Services ________________________  
Celebrating Simchas (Joyous Events) 
Celebrate your birthday with your Or Chadash 

family.  Receive a special blessing and birthday 

treat to mark the occasion.  If you are in-

person, you will get the treat that evening; if 

you are sharing services with us through Zoom, 

the Rabbi delivery service will be happy to 

drop-by with your treat (just send her an 

email). We have Birthday Blessings every 

month.  For the month of May, join us on 

Friday, May 14, and for the month of June, 

Birthday Blessings will be on Friday, June 4, 

both at 7:30pm.  

 

We also celebrate anniversaries within our Or 

Chadash family.  Again, receive a special 

blessing and different treat.  This is also 

monthly with Anniversary Blessings on May 

21 and June 11, both Fridays at 7:30pm. 

    

Do you have other simchas (happy occasions) 

to share?  Let Rabbi Kobey know so we can 

rejoice together. 

Thank You to Our Donors _________________  
Thank you to our generous donors. Note that this list includes donations that were deposited during 

late February, March, and early April.  Please contact the office for more information. 
 

Building Fund 

Sherry Trahan & Daniel Shawen 

Anonymous in appreciation of Rob Eisenberg’s 

work with COC karate students 

 

General Donations 

Gerald Ray Mollie Lipshy Charitable Trust & 

Judy Gable 

Jeffrey Weise 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Milton & Rona Kandel 

 

 

 

 

 

Mazel Tov _____________________________  
Congregation Or Chadash extends our congratulations to Susan Drubin and Jack Goldman on the birth 

of their grandchild, Reed Gilbert Goldman, born on March 18. 
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Yahrtzeits ______________________________  
If you have an upcoming yahrtzeit that is not listed, please call the office at 301-482-1025, 

and we will add any names you wish to remember. Names will be read at Shabbat services 

during the week of a loved one’s death. When two dates are shown, the names will be read 

during the Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services. Note that the second 

column lists the observing member.   

**Yahrtzeit plaque 

  

Friday, April 30 
Amy Mandelbaum Risa & Patrick Robinson 
Audrey Dicken Mother of Phil Dicken 
Linda Wickwire Mother of Alison Felrice 
Sophie Blagman Grandmother of Karl Gussow 

 

Friday, May 7 
William Eisenberg Father of Rob Eisenberg 
Richard Spector Friend of Michael Abrahams & 

Susan White 
Bruce Gould Uncle of Diane Levitus 
Josephine Schwartz Mother of Brenda Bass  
 

Friday, May 14 
Francis Carmody Stepfather of Leslie Dicken 
 Husband of Mariann Carmody 
Sylvia Wasserman Great-aunt of David Bender 
Ella Garfunkel Grandmother of Diane Levitus 
Dorothy Petok Mother of Fred Petok 
Anne Steinberg Grandmother of Lisa Cahn 
 

Friday, May 21 
Betty Cohen Mother of Doreen Kreger 
Phyllis Rosenthal Sister of Cindy Bender 
Reva Cooperstein Mother of Daniel Cooperstein 
Samuel Light Father of Susan Lichtman 
Debra Schwartz Sister of Brenda Bass 
Norman Lobsenz Father of Michael Abrahams 
Sybil Slong Great-aunt of Barbara Marx 
 

Friday, May 28 
Roslyn Elson Mother of Terri Binder 
Miriam Mitzi Greenburg Mother of Michael Abrahams  
 Grandmother of Randi Mack 
Donna Page Sister of Debbie Lessans 
Arnold Paley Father-in-law of Ken Tharp 
Benjamin Zavin Father of Jack Zavin 
Joseph Page Father of Debbie Lessans 
Anne Farhi Mother of Lona Farhi 
**Linda Tharp Wife of Ken Tharp 
 

Friday, June 4 
Marvin Lansat Father of Howard Lansat 
Florence Tropp Grandmother of Anne Gussow 
Robert Elson Father of Terri Binder 
Shirley Dissin Mother of Alan Dissin 
David Glaser Father of Nancy Goldspiel 
 

Friday, June 11 
Lillian Young Mother of Gary Young 
Samuel Stein Kevin & Ilene Krom 
Roslyn Goldberg Mother of Julie Swain 
Nathan Blagman Grandfather of Karl Gussow 
 

 

 
Friday, June 18 
Morris Slonk Grandfather of Barbara Marx 
Ludwig Cahn Grandfather of Lisa Cahn 
Patty Lansat Pollack Sister of Howard Lansat  
 

Friday, June 25 
Betty Fruman Grandmother of Eileen Kerwin 
Rhonda Zinn Sister of Donna Goldsteen 
John Benenati Father of Luciano Benenati 
Charlotte Lazar Sister of Eileen Kerwin 
 

Friday, July 2 
Lillian Caplan Grandmother of Kimberly Solomon 
Samuel Felrice Son of Andrew & Alison Felrice 
Mitch Bender Father of Dave Bender 
 

 

http://www.gardenofremembrance.org/
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Sunday, May 16 

 

You are Cordially Invited  
to the COC parking lot for  

an ice cream social at 4:30pm  
 

and then Zoom-filled 

Shavuot and Confirmation Services at 
7:00pm  

 

Confirmands: 

Abigail King 

William King 

Daniel Krom 
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