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Or Chadash FOCUS
By Rabbi Alison B. Kobey
The psychologist Paula Boss gave us a term for
our many challenges this year: “ambiguous loss,”
a term created to express mourning that has no
real closure. I have been thinking a lot about that
term, as it gives name to something for so many
of us. In Torah, we see an example of ambiguous
loss with Jacob (Genesis 37). I think of Jacob
grasping his son’s bloodied cloak, and crying out:
“this is my son’s . . . a wild beast devoured him;
Joseph is torn, torn apart.” He refused to be
comforted for his son “who was not [’einenu]”
(42:36) - had gone lost or missing. Years turned
into decades of dark grief because there was no
corpse to bury, to give closure to his mourning,
only an empty pit in Jacob’s heart.
I know some of you have experienced direct grief
this year, the death of family members or friends,
buried with only a few people able to attend the
funeral in person and maybe also incorporating a
Zoom sh’va. I know some of you have faced

significant illness or
have lost jobs this
year or faced other direct hardships. My heart
goes out to you and I continue to offer to be a
support in whatever way you may need. You do
not need to walk alone in your path of grief.
But, for the those of us who have been spared the
experiences of direct grief (or maybe coupled
with direct grief), our “minor” losses are also
very real and need to be acknowledged. We have
had to cut down on our expectations of
celebrating life cycle events; we are having
trouble visiting parents; grandparents cannot hug
their grandchildren; date nights are often reduced
to walking through the grocery store together; we
cannot go inside our favorite restaurants; Shabbat
and Jewish holidays all feel different; relaxing
with friends has been reduced/eliminated, etc.
The list goes on.
(continued on page 4)

SHABBAT & HOLIDAY SERVICES Friday, February 5 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services –
Friday, January 1 – 7:30pm What better
way to start the (secular) new year than by
attending Shabbat Services?! Please join us
as we kick off the year together.
Friday, January 8 – 7:30pm Shabbat
Services with Birthday Blessings
Saturday, January 9 – 10:00am Shabbat
Services with Bar Mitzvah of Micah Felman
Friday, January 15 – 7:30pm Shabbat
Services with civil rights focus and
Anniversary Blessings
Friday, January 22 – 7:30pm Shabbat
Services
Wednesday, January 27 – 7:00pm Tu
B’Shevat Seder via Zoom
Friday, January 29 – 7:30pm Shabbat
Services with 1st Grade participation

a History of the Reform Movement and Birthday
Blessings
Friday, February 12 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
with 5th Grade participation
Saturday, February 13 – 10:00am Shabbat
Services with the Bat Mitzvah of Alice Bergman
Saturday, February 13 – 5:15pm COC Havdalah
(the ritual marking the end of Shabbat)
Friday, February 19 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
with Anniversary Blessings
Saturday, February 20 – 10:00am Shabbat
Services with Bar Mitzvah of Ian Hyman
Saturday, February 20 – 6:30pm COC Havdalah
Thursday, February 25 – 7:00pm Purim! Come
celebrate Purim (over Zoom) in a fun and crazy
way! We will perform an improv skit and have
some fun.
Friday, February 26 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
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Contacting Us

Rabbi
Rabbi Alison Kobey 301-482-1025
rabbi@cong-orchadashmd.org
Cantorial Soloist
Deborah Sternberg
soloist@cong-orchadashmd.org
Location
24800 Kings Valley Road
Damascus, MD 20872
Ofﬁce Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday

8:30am to 1:00pm

Contact Us

January/February 2021
Email Address:
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org
Mailing Address
24800 Kings Valley Rd
Damascus, MD 20872
Web Address
www.cong-orchadashmd.org
Telephone and FAX
(T) 301-482-1025
(F) 301-482-1027
To Receive E-mail Updates
Send your email address to
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org

Religious School Director ............... Rabbi Alison Kobey
Temple Administrators ................... Bita Silverman
Religious School Administrator .... OPEN
Or Chadash Board
President ............................................ Andrew Felrice
Vice-President ................................... Ilene Krom
Treasurer ............................................ Andrew Colby
Secretary ............................................. OPEN
Immediate Past President ............... Phil Dicken
At-Large .......................................... Rich Bailen
.............................................................. Janet Ballonoff
.............................................................. Karen Dean
.............................................................. Rob Eisenberg
.............................................................. Luis Fajner
.............................................................. Ruth Fajner
.............................................................. Donna Goldsteen
.............................................................. Ray Lessans
.............................................................. Fran Zavin
.............................................................. Jack Zavin
CORY President ................................ Jax (Jacob) Felman
CORY Advisor .................................. Rabbi Alison Kobey
Jr. CORY Advisor ............................. Rabbi Alison Kobey
Kiddish Kids .................................... Rabbi Alison Kobey
WCOC/Sisterhood President .......... OPEN
Brotherhood President .................... OPEN
Adult Social Group .......................... Joe Baum
Ritual Committee ............................. Susan White
Adult Learning Committee ............. Ralph Locke
Library Committee ........................... Michael Abrahams
Membership Committee ................. OPEN
Fundraising Committee .................. Debbie Lessans
.............................................................. Melissa Lebedinsky
Social Action Committee ................ Rita Shewbridge
Religious School Committee .......... Howard Benowitz
Building Committee ........................ Rob Eisenberg
Oneg Coordinator............................. Julie Swain
FOCUS Editor ................................... Debbie Eisenberg
Webmaster ......................................... Marti Kerner
Dues or Tuition Relief ..................... Andrew Colby
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Torah Study____________________________
Drop in when you can!
Saturday, January 2 – 9:30am
Vayechi (Genesis 47:28-50:26) – If you knew
you were near death, how would you spend
your time? How do you balance
diversity and unity? How do our perspectives
on reality compare with one another’s?

Saturday, February 6 – 9:30am
Yitro (Exodus 18:1-20:23) – What is your
image of Mt. Sinai? How do you keep the
people around you healthy? What do the
marginal people within our society help teach
us?

Saturday, January 9 – No Torah Study.
Please share in the joy of Shabbat Services
with Micah Felman becoming a Bar Mitzvah at
10:00am.

Saturday, February 13 – 4:00pm
Mishpatim (Exodus 21:1-24:18) – After this
Torah study, we will have COC Havdalah. –
When are laws helpful and when are they not?
Why is paying attention to the food you eat
important? How do we reconcile our desire to
see God when no one can see God and live?

Saturday, January 16 – 9:30am
Vaera (Exodus 6:2-9:35) – What does freedom
look like in today’s day and age? Who is our
Moses? How do our hearts get hardened?
When have you felt inadequate and who helped
you through it?
Saturday, January 23 – 9:30am
Bo (Exodus 10:1-13:16) - What are the worst
plagues of today? When is collective
punishment appropriate? When is renewal
healthy? How is naming yourself a moment of
self-empowerment?
Saturday, January 30 – 9:30am
Beshallach (Exodus 13:17-17:16) – Do you
need to be strong to be free? What do you
consider radical amazement? Are miracles
proof? When do you raise your voice at
someone? What is an example of God working
with you?

Saturday, February 20 – 4:00pm
Terumah (Exodus 25:1-27:19) – What is an
ideal dwelling place for God? Why is attention
to detail important? How do you engage in
sacred giving? How does this Torah portion
help move us from daily tasks into the holy?
Saturday, February 27 – 9:30am
Tetzaveh (Exodus 27:20-30:10) – How do
clothes impact your opinion of someone? How
do you balance wisdom with passion? How do
leaders make weighty decisions for the
community?
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President’s Column

Alison B. Kobey (continued)
We hear you and feel your pain. I think it helps
somewhat to name it. Ambiguous losses… that
feeling of a loss of control, of being busier on
the one hand, more isolated on the other hand,
and giving up so much on our non-existent
third hand all contribute to our ambiguous
losses.

The month of December is a time of year when many
of us slow down - at least for a bit. After working
hard all year, either at a job or at home, you may take
some time off to relax. Kids look forward to their
winter break. Families often plan trips to somewhere
fun or warm, although I suspect there will be fewer
people travelling this year. Many of us will also
make New Year’s resolutions - a commitment for
I invite you to stay connected… certainly to us, how we want to better ourselves in the coming year.
your COC family, but also to your other
Lose weight. Exercise more. Find a new job. Sound
communities. For some of you, maybe there is familiar? Sometimes these goals are successful, and
hope and comfort in the Divine. The prophet
sometimes they fall off as other life commitments
Isaiah (51:12) tells us that “I, indeed, I am the take hold of our daily schedules.
One who comforts you.” God surrounds us by
This year, I hope you all make a commitment to give
leading us forward and supporting us from
behind. We are the lens of God’s face. Even in yourself grace during these trying times. No doubt
it’s been a tough year for all, due to COVID-19, not
our struggles, push yourself to reach out to
others (safely and through Zoom!). Name your to mention the additional stress of a contentious
ambiguous losses and then push forward. Just election season and issues of social justice. Some of
us are dealing with the loss or illness of a loved one.
as I have been for our COC family members
Some must be extra cautious due to underlying health
who experienced direct loss, I am here for all
conditions. Some are facing financial difficulties. All
of you who have experienced ambiguous
of us are navigating this new way of life and being.
losses.
Honor your physical, emotional, and spiritual
health while being kind to yourself. Let go of
any stresses you possibly can. As a fun fact, in
the first three weeks of our running/walking
against the Rabbi we collectively ran/walked
819.81miles. While I lost the direct
competition for the first cycle, this is one
competition where we really are all winnershelping our physical health, and as a byproduct, helping our emotional/spiritual health,
too. Prizes are awarded every two weeks, so
you are welcome to join our competition, too!
Shabbat and adult learning attendance is higher
than in previous years- further helping our
emotional and spiritual health! Let’s keep that
going both during COVID-19 and beyond! As
we acknowledge our ambiguous losses,
together let us push forward.
L’Shalom
Rabbi Alison B. Kobey

While it’s important to have goals and the New Year
is always a great time to reflect and re-evaluate, this
has been a year like no other. As we enter 2021,
make a goal to be kind to yourself. Pull out that old
photo album and relish in all the meaningful
memories of family and friends. Share stories,
traditions and history with the younger generation.
Pick up the phone and reconnect with someone who
has been on your mind. Make the time to read that
novel, watch that Netflix series, or pick up that old
hobby. Volunteer (safely) at an organization that is
meaningful to you or your family. Donate to a family
in need. Say a kind word, drop a note, or give thanks
to our frontline and essential employees. But above
all else, please be compassionate to yourself during
these times.
I wish each and every one of you health and peace as
we enter the New Year. May we all be together again
in 2021!
Stay healthy and safe!
Andrew Felrice
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Religious School Committee _______________
We are no longer issuing report cards. Report cards
have grades, and we don't grade our students. Instead,
we will issue "midyear check-ins." They should arrive
in mid- to late-January. Please review it with your
child. If you have any questions about it, reach out to
your child’s teachers.
Even in our remote learning environment, our students
continue to demonstrate their creative abilities. Here
are some of their projects from our Art electives:

Religious School Calendar
School in Session:
January 19, 24, 26, 31 February 2,
7, 9, 16, 21, 23, 28
No Religious School:
January 3, 5, 10, 12 17
February 14 (Presidents’ Day)
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We know that remote teaching and learning is challenging
in many ways – for both secular and religious school. If
there are ways that we can help, please let us know. Feel
free to reach out to Rabbi Kobey or contact a member of
the Religious School Committee. You don’t have to wait
for a Committee meeting, either. The members are:
Rabbi Kobey, Education Director
Howard Benowitz, Committee chair
Marti Kerner, Marci Nadler, Susan White
The Religious School Committee revised the school
calendar in January and May. In January, there will be no
school on January 10, 12, and 17. In May, we will have
school on May 11 and 16.
Please join us at our next Religious School Committee
meeting on Sunday, February 7.
L’Shalom,
The Religious School Committee
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Keeping Up With Or Chadash ______________
Talmud Study

CORY Column

You are welcome to attend Talmud class
whenever it works into your schedule. If you
are not on the regular Talmud email list but
want to attend, please reach out to Rabbi
Kobey to be added to the list and get the text in
advance. Talmud classes are:
Saturday, January 2 – 11:00am
Saturday, January 23 – 11:00am
Saturday, February 6 – 11:00am
Saturday, February 20 – 5:15pm followed by
Havdalah

Hey Or Chadash,
CORY has had a lot of fun events, even in the
midst of the pandemic. We started off the year
at Summers Farm, where we had a lot of fun in
the corn maze. In November, we had a
combined CORY and Jr. CORY event at Sandy
Springs ropes course. A couple of days ago
(from the time I’m writing this) CORY had a
lot of fun playing Jackbox games through
Zoom. This next event may be the most fun
yet!

Committee Meetings

All three youth groups (CORY, Jr. CORY, and
Kiddish Kids) are going outdoor ice skating!!

Religious School Committee (RSC)
Sunday, February 7 – 7:30pm
Ritual Committee
Sunday, January 24 – 7:00pm

Kiddish Kids
We are inviting all three youth groups to go ice
skating on Saturday, January 16. Depending
on numbers, our times may be staggered.
Please use the Google form from the CORY
column to RSVP for the event.

2023 Bar/Bat Mitzvah Date Selection
It is hard to believe that we must start thinking
about the year 2023. But, it’s true! Do you
have a child who will be eligible to become a
Bar/Bat Mitzvah in the year 2023? Please join
us over Zoom for Date Selection on Sunday,
January 31 at 9:45am. You can use the same
link as Religious School. We ask that at least
one parent/guardian be present for date
selection. Please contact Rabbi Kobey if you
are unable to attend this important meeting.

6th Grade Family B’nai Meeting
Please reach out to Rabbi Kobey to set up a
time to pick up the B’nai Mitzvah materials.
We will have a meeting with 6th grade students
and their families (over Zoom) on Sunday,
January 24 at 1:00pm.

Saturday, January 16 at 2:30pm-ish we will
meet near the outdoor rink in Rockville town
center. Skating costs 10 dollars, with an
additional 5 dollars to rent skates. Afterwards
we will go to the Ben & Jerry’s, so please bring
extra money for ice cream. If you wish to
attend and need financial assistance, please
contact Rabbi Kobey. All information stays
strictly confidential. Please fill out this form to
say if you are coming:
https://forms.gle/LZ21UrQ9fH5Gf9PCA. I
understand that there is a large age range,
however the ice rink is large enough for
everyone. Also, due to COVID, they are only
allowing 25 people to skate at once, so the rink
will be very empty. Due to the 25-person limit,
we may need to stagger the times people skate
if we have a lot of people who want to come.
A few weeks later, on Saturday, February 6,
we will be doing some fun Zoom games with
CORY and Jr. CORY. Contact me for the link
to the CORY Calendar.
Hope you’ll join us,
Jax Felman, (they, them)
CORY President
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Adult Learning Opportunities
Torah Study is weekly on Saturdays. You are
welcome to drop-in whenever your schedule
allows. Please check the Torah study schedule
on page 3 for details about the portion.
Talmud Class is twice a month on Saturdays.
You are welcome to drop-in, but you are
strongly encouraged to let Rabbi know in
advance to ensure you get the text. For details,
please check the Talmud schedule on page 7.
Multi-series prayer class. RSVPs required to
Bita at orchadashadmin@gmail.com. This class
will be Fridays at 12:30pm on January 15, 22,
February 5, 19, March 5, 19. Themes in the
class will include engaging in prayer,
foundations, listening deeply, personal prayer,
and growing and healing in prayer. For more
detail, feel free to ask Rabbi.
Saturday, January 16 at 8:00pm – Special
program with the The Afro-Semitic Experience
(This will be a live program that will occur
over Zoom/LiveStream. People will be able to
ask questions in the chat). They are a jazz
group that blends Jewish and Afro-diasporic
melodies focusing on the themes of power,
action, unity, and peace. RSVPs required as
you must pre-register to receive the link.

Wednesday, February 17 at 7:00pm – Special
program with guest speaker Robyn Helzner who
will present “Kreplach and Dim Sum, Yes, there
are Jews in China!” Join us on Zoom for this
extraordinary speaker who will share stories,
photos, video, and music. Learn about the
ancient and modern Jewish communities of
Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, and Kaifeng.
RSVPs required. Please RSVP to Bita at
orchadashadmin@gmail.com to get the link.
These special adult learning programs are cosponsored with a few other synagogues and are
financially offset by Rabbi Kobey’s
Discretionary Fund.

Be A Mensch!
Have you had a challah just appear on your
doorstep? Or a mysterious package appear when
you least expect it? How about a phone call
from a fellow congregant, just to chat? If any of
these things (or others) have happened to you,
you’ve been “Mensched”!
Would you like a chance to be a Mensch to a
fellow congregant? If so, reach out to Ilene
Krom (kromfamily726@gmail.com) and she will
assign you a family (or more than one, if you
would like). Let’s share some support for one
another during these strange and stressful days!!
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Adult Social Group
In the interest of safety to our fellow
congregants, we are not scheduling any events
for January or February.

Congregation Or Chadash Book Club
The next meeting of the Congregation Or
Chadash Book Club is Friday, January 8 at
noon and will be a Zoom meeting.
The book for January is The Weight of Ink by
Rachel Kadish. This book is available at the
Montgomery County Public Libraries. Please
RSVP by Tuesday, January 5 to Jane
Harris, clamityjgh@aol.com.
Exciting news for the March and May
meetings. For the March meeting we are
reading America's Jewish Women: A History
from Colonial Times to Today by Pamela
Nadell. Dr. Nadell will be joining us for our
Zoom meeting on Friday, March 12 at
noon. Thanks to Vivian for arranging this
wonderful opportunity.
Save the date for our Friday, May 14 meeting
too! Lynda Schuster, author of the book for
May, Dirty Wars and Polished Silver: The Life
and Times of a War Correspondent Turned
Ambassatrix will be attending our Zoom
meeting at noon.
This is a coed book club. All are welcome to
attend!

Social Action Committee
Here is a list of Social Action possibilities for
our COC Congregants:
1. The Washington Post has come up with
suggestions about how to choose from
among the many worthy organizations in
our area that are helping local people in
need. For a full, carefully vetted list,
organized in categories (e.g., Refugees,
Health, Food/Housing), find the Catalogue

for Philanthropy (for the Greater Washington
area) at https://www.cfpdc.org/cfpdc/index.php.
2. Support the “Justice in Policing Act” of 2020.
This involves signing a letter to ask the Senate
to support this important act (which passed in
the House on June 25, 2020). It also allows
you to share the information with others who
care about the issue of police reform. Go to
https://bit.ly/3h6LVgE for the online form
provided by ReformJudaism.org.
3. A Racial Justice Book Club has been started
by COC member Nancy Thorner. Our next
virtual meeting will be on Monday, January
11, at 7:00pm, discussing Memorial Drive: A
Daughter’s Memoir by Natasha Trethewey. If
you are interested in joining us, please
email Nancy Thorner at
nethorner@yahoo.com for the Zoom meeting
link.
4. Award-winning Syrian Chef Majed
Abdulraheem’s food drop-off now occurs
every other Sunday. Read more about this
on page 11.

Looking for Technology Support
With almost everything in life, even when bad
things happen, good things can be
learned. COVID-19 is no exception. The world
has been changing rapidly throughout 2020 in
terms of accessibility and remote broadcasting of
events and activities. Therefore, thinking ahead to
post-COVID life, we are looking into the
possibility of having a more permanent
infrastructure solution to continue providing
virtual services for those who cannot be present in
the sanctuary. The board is in the early stages of
considering options for both equipment and
operation. We are mainly considering one-way
means of accessibility (broadcasting out, not twoway conversations). If anyone has any expertise
in this area (through work, hobby, YouTubers,
etc), please contact Andrew Felrice or another
board member to share your thoughts.
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•

Homeland Security Grant
Or Chadash received a grant from the Federal
Government to address security related aspects
of the building and our operations. The specific
items eligible for reimbursement are based on the
initial grant request and subsequent approval of
those by the government. The total grant value
is $60,000. Implementation of the improvements
has begun and will continue through the early
part of 2021. The specific items included are the
following.
• Security boulders have been placed to
impede a vehicle attack on the building.
You may wonder what value they provide if
the concrete path to the front door is still
unobstructed. We were advised that even if
we could not totally block vehicle access,
preventing a high-speed approach through a
clear path was still significant.
• A number of improvements will be occurring
in the area of external lighting. New higher
output heads will be placed on the 3 existing
light towers. We know the current units are
not operative and haven’t been repaired, but
we expect the new heads to be installed fairly
soon (ideally before you even read this).
Low-voltage lighting will be added along the
sidewalk along the parking lot. Lastly, we
will be adding lighting to the exterior wall at
the back of the sanctuary.
• Security cameras have been installed to
provide significant exterior building
coverage, including of the front door, behind
the sanctuary, and along the school wing.
• An intercom system has been installed to
enable better communication throughout the
building.
• In addition to the current front door access
via key, key holders will be able to enter the
building using a numeric code via a touch
pad adjacent to the door.
• Upgrades will be made to the physical alarm
system console and motion sensors.

•

Police officers will be present at high visibility
events, such as High Holiday services.
Lastly, we will be engaging a professional
security provider to obtain recommendations
and assist in implementing new procedures
and practices for staff & leadership, teachers,
students, and members in general.

The cost associated with these is 100% covered
by the grant. If you have any comments,
concerns, or suggestions for future security grant
requests please send an email to Building@congorchadashmd.org.

Girls’ Night In
Several of you have been enjoying our
monthly “Girls’ Night In” for 2020, so let’s just
keep it going! Once things improve and we as a
group feel comfortable meeting in person at a
restaurant or similar, we can change these back to
Girls’ Night Out and I will modify the schedule to
be every other month. But until then, let’s enjoy
each other’s company in a way that we can all
remain safe!
Here are the upcoming dates for 2021. They will
be the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7:30pm and
Zoom links will be provided in the weekly
"Happenings" email blast closer to the date.
Thursday, January 14
Thursday, February 11
Thursday, March 11

Sisterhood
Over the years, there have been several attempts
to have an active Sisterhood. But it never seems
to last. I want to make another attempt. I would
like the Sisterhood to be primarily a social
group. What types of things would YOU like to
see in such a group? We do have “Girls’ Night
In” and I’m still keeping my Mensch Campaign
going. But I want there to be more. I’m open to
any/all ideas (but make no promises to follow
through on them all).
Please reach out to Ilene Krom with any
ideas/suggestions (kromfamily726@gmail.com).
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Enjoy Great Food from an AwardWinning Syrian Chef - Now Every
Other Sunday!
Contactless Delivery in the COC Parking Lot
on Sundays. Place Orders by a minute before
midnight the day before.
We have now moved to an every-other-week
schedule for Chef Majed to share his wonderful
cooking with Congregation Or Chadash. This
project is part of our congregation’s Social
Action Refugee Neighbors, in partnership with
St. Anne's Episcopal Church, IFND Mission
Group of Dayspring Church, and The Islamic
Society of Germantown.
• Order online using our special order link
here: https://chefmajed.com/special/congre
gation-or-chadash/.
• Place your order by 11:59pm the night
before.
• Chef Majed will deliver all orders to the
Temple parking lot for you to pick up
Sunday, between 5:30pm and 6:00pm.
• Click here https://chefmajed.com/about/ to
read all about Chef Majed!

serving options (Hummus large or small, Chicken
Shawarma as a wrap or on salad). Lots of meat
and vegetarian options.
Congregants have been delighted by the highquality ingredients used and the uniquely flavorful
results that Chef Majed achieves. (Helpful clue:
what Chef Majed calls Moussaka is a wonderful
veggie-friendly eggplant-and-tomato stew: no
ground meat or cheese.)
For other delivery dates and locations (temples
and churches in Potomac, Bethesda, and
Gaithersburg) check out this
website: https://chefmajed.com/special/.

All food delivered to our parking lot is (by our
request) dairy-free. Chef Majed has broadened
the menu, which now includes several new
items (e.g., Lentil Soup) and a wider choice of

Special Services ________________________
Celebrating Simchas (Happy
Occasions)
Celebrate your birthday with your Or Chadash
family, whether in person or over Zoom.
Receive a special blessing and a birthday treat
to mark the occasion. We have birthday
blessings every month. For January, join us on
Friday, January 8 and for February, join us on
Friday, February 5, both at 7:30pm.

We also celebrate anniversaries within our Or
Chadash family. Again, whether in person or
over Zoom, join us for a special blessing and
fun anniversary treat. This is also monthly
with anniversary blessings on Fridays,
January 15 and February 19, both at 7:30pm.
Do you have other simchas to share? Let
Rabbi Kobey know, so we can rejoice together.
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Thank You to Our Donors _________________
Thank you to our generous donors. Note that this list includes donations that were deposited during
late October, November, and early December. Please contact the office for more information.
Building Fund
Sherry Trahan & Daniel Shawen
General Donations
Robin, Andrew and Julie Klingenstein Family
Fund
Fred & Barbara Marx
Robin Farquhar in honor of Andrew Colby and
all other January birthdays
Howard & Melissa Benowitz
Jack Goldman & Susan Drubin to help
"weather the storm" of COVID-19

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Luis & Ruth Fajner
Susan Gellert
Kevin & Ilene Krom in honor of Rachel &
Simon becoming B’nai Mitzvah
Sindi & Aaron Siskind
Tree of Life
Kevin & Ilene Krom in honor of Daniel Krom
becoming a Bar Mitzvah
Kevin & Ilene Krom in honor of Rachel and
Simon Krom becoming B'nai Mitzvah

Mazel Tov _____________________________
Congregation Or Chadash extends our congratulations on the Bar Mitzvah of Micah Felman on
January 9.
Congregation Or Chadash extends our congratulations on the Bat Mitzvah of Alice Bergman on
February 13.
Congregation Or Chadash extends our congratulations on the Bar Mitzvah of Ian Hyman on
February 20.
Congratulations to Ray and Debbie Lessans on the birth of their granddaughter, Easton Vye Lessans.
born on November 28, 2020.

Condolences ___________________________
We extend our deep condolences to Susie Gellert and her family on the death of her brother-in-law,
Eugene Gellert, who died Monday, November 16, 2020.
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Yahrtzeits ______________________________
If you have an upcoming yahrtzeit that is not listed, please call the office at 301-482-1025,
and we will add any names you wish to remember. Names will be read at Shabbat services
during the week of a loved one’s death. When two dates are shown, the names will be read
during the Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services. Note that the second
column lists the observing member. Egon Rosenblum
Grandfather of Ziona Mossman

Friday, January 1
Lillian Astor
Nat Astor
Charles Gellert
Abram Mossman
Yetta Levitus

Grandmother of Jonathan Jackel
Grandfather of Jonathan Jackel
Husband of Susan Gellert
Grandfather of Ziona Mossman
Mother of Sydney Levitus

Friday, January 8 & Saturday, January 9
William Stein
Robert Goldsteen
Aubrey Caplan
Shirley Friedman
William Garfunkel
Edith Plesset

Son of Florence Stein
Father of Donna Goldsteen
Stephanie & Michael Ames
Mother of Carol Cooper
Grandfather of Diane Levitus
Grandmother of Michelle Bellman

Friday, January 15
Moises Isaac Fajner
Richard Fink
Fred Goldman
Susan Kohn Lichtman
Isadore Schwartz
Joyce Blumberg
Bessie Wolfson

Father of Luis Fajner
Father-In-Law of Howard Lansat
Father of Jack Goldman
Mother of Howard Lichtman
Stepfather of Ralph Locke
Grandmother of Michelle Bellman
Grandmother of Ron Isaacson

Bruno Stein
Emanuel Gussow
Sylvia Weber

Grandfather of Barbara Marx
Grandfather of Karl Gussow
Grandmother of Joe Baum

Friday, February 19 & Saturday, February 20
Lillian Epstein
Gladys Kandel
Alan Strelser
Steve Kalman
Oscar Lessans
Phyllis Berman

Mother of Alan Epstein
Mother of Milton Kandel
Father of Marc Strelser
Brother of Karen Conner
Father of Raymond Lessans
Mother of Terry Lewis

Friday, February 26
Walter Blumberg
Hortense Stein
Morris Bender
Beatrice Bernstein
Gene Friedman
Edith Breuer

Grandfather Michelle Bellman
Grandmother of Barbara Marx
Grandfather of David Bender
Grandmother of Ellyn Baum
Father of Carol Cooper
Mother of Michael Breuer

Friday, January 22
Bessie Dicken
Pearl Dinin Gould
Norman Lichtman
Robert Siegfried
Paul Bass
Edward Rosenthal
Harry Steinberg
Charles Cohen
Burt Weisman
Leslie Benenati
Nathan Marx
Philip Salkin
Sandy B. Weber
Larry Bellman

Grandmother of Phil Dicken
Stepmother of Diane Levitus
Father of Howard Lichtman
Father of Laura Jackel
Father of Jeff Bass
Father of Lou Rosenthal
Grandfather of Lisa Cahn
Father of Doreen Kreger
Father of Cara Breuer
Wife of Luciano Benenati
Grandfather of Fred Marx
Risa & Patrick Robinson
Brother of Marsha Weber
Grandfather of Jared Bellman

Friday, January 29
Alice Bender
Barbara Bernstein
Ruth Goldman

Mother of Larry Bender
Mother of Ellyn Baum
Mother of Jack Goldman

Friday, February 5
William Cain
Samuel Lansat
Ezra Lazar
Irene Levitus
**Dortha Furr
Martha Gussow

Father of Kathleen Lorenz
Grandfather of Howard Lansat
Grandfather of Eileen Kerwin
Sister-In-Law of Sydney Levitus
Mother of Susan Gellert
Grandmother of Karl Gussow

Friday, February 12 & Saturday, February 13
Sylvia Jackel
**Yahrtzeit plaque

Grandmother of Jonathan Jackel
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Three New Adult Learning Opportunities!
1. Beginning on Friday, January 15, 2021, Rabbi Kobey will teach the first session of a multi-week
online course on prayer: why we pray, how we pray, why certain prayers are in our prayerbook,
and how to make prayer fit your own needs. The course was organized by Reform rabbis at
Hebrew Union College. Look at future issues of Happenings for more details on course content.
The time slot has worked well for many COC adult learners over the past months: selected Fridays
(two per month) at 12:30pm.
No charge, but please let Bita know (orchadashadmin@gmail.com) if you plan to attend
some/most/all of the sessions. This way Rabbi Kobey can prepare and distribute materials to
participants in advance.
Fridays at 12:30pm: January 15 and 22; February 5 and 19; March 5 and 19.
2. Special program: The Afro-Semitic Experience: a live program occurring over
Zoom/LiveStream. (People can ask questions in the Chat.) This is a jazz group that blends
Jewish and Afro-diasporic melodies and that focuses on the themes of power, action, unity,
and peace. No charge, but you must pre-register to receive the link. Please let Bita know at
orchadashadmin@gmail.com.
Saturday, January 16 at 8:00pm.
3. Special program: Kreplach and Dim Sum: Yes, There Are Jews in China! Join us on Zoom
when guest speaker Robyn Helzner shares extraordinary stories, photos, videos, and music. Learn
about the ancient and modern Jewish communities of Beijing, Shanghai, Hong Kong, and
Kaifeng. RSVP in advance to get the link: please write to Bita at orchadashadmin@gmail.com.
Wednesday, February 17 at 7:00pm.
The special adult-learning programs listed above are co-sponsored with a few other synagogues and
are financially offset by Rabbi Kobey’s Discretionary Fund.

Torah and Talmud Discussion Groups will Continue in January and February
Torah Study: Everyone is welcome. If you would like to be added to our Torah Study class list,
please let the Rabbi know (rabbikobey@gmail.com) so you can receive any updates in advance. Please
check the Torah-study schedule on page 3 for details about the portion and questions to think about (or
bring your own questions!).
Every Saturday in January and February except January 9. Most meetings are at 9:30am except
February 13 and 20 are at 4:00pm.
Talmud Study: You are welcome to attend Talmud class whenever it works into your schedule. If you
are not on the regular Talmud email list but want to attend, please write to RabbiKobey@gmail.com to
be added to the list and get the text in advance.
Saturdays, January 2 and 23; February 6 at 11:00am; February 20 at 5:15pm followed by
Havdalah.
OR CHADASH FOCUS
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