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By Rabbi Alison B. Kobey 
I have been thinking a lot about symbols and how 

they can take on a life of their own. Who gets to 

“own” the symbol and how representative are 

they to the people within the group or people 

outside the group? Here are two very different 

examples: first of all, for the most part during this 

pandemic, I generally have been avoiding going 

into any stores (other than grocery stores). 

However, there is the occasional time that one of 

my kids or I need something that causes us to 

quickly go in and out of another place.  
 

Before Simchat Torah, I went into a store that had 

a large display of Chanukah merchandise. Aside 

from my own challenge that I definitely needed to 

celebrate the Tishrei cycle before “holiday 

recovery,” which would then ultimately lead to 

Thanksgiving before finally being able to think 

about Chanukah, I was not sure what to make of 

it. I am not sure who is in charge of the store, 

whether Jewish or not Jewish, and I am not sure 

that it matters. Does it really make sense to have 

Chanukah merchandise ready for purchase in 

early October? What 

does it say about 

society that we were in the midst of the Hebrew 

month with four major holidays that are ignored 

by most people and most stores? Instead, a store 

had a tremendous display that focused on what is 

actually a minor holiday in Judaism. Were they 

doing it just for the sales or were they doing it to 

show solidarity to our community, especially in 

light of one of their main competitors making a 

statement of how they would only have Christmas 

items in their store for their “holiday season” 

(whatever that means)? As Jews, do we feed into 

that December holiday frenzy or does it help 

comfort us to see the Chanukah merchandise? 
 

My second musing about symbols: a friend of 

mine posted something on Facebook about her 

dilemma about flying the American flag. She is 

torn because she loves America, but she felt that a 

flag at her house would make her misunderstood. 

(continued on page 4) 

 

Friday, November 6 – 7:30pm Shabbat 

Services 

Friday, November 13 – 7:30pm Shabbat 

Services with 7th Grade Participation 

Friday, November 20 – 7:30pm Shabbat 

services Disney themed and with Birthday 

Blessings 

Friday, November 27 – 7:30pm Shabbat 

Services with Anniversary Blessings 

SHABBAT SERVICES  

Friday, December 4 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services 

with Birthday Blessings 

Friday, December 11 – 7:30pm Shabbat and 

Chanukah Services with Anniversary Blessings 

Friday, December 18 – 7:30pm Shabbat 

Services with 6th Grade Participation 

Saturday, December 19 – 10:00am Shabbat 

Services with Bar Mitzvah of Aiden Ballonoff 

Friday, December 25 – 7:30pm Shabbat 

Services 

Friday, January 1 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services 
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Rabbi 
Rabbi Alison Kobey 301-482-1025 
rabbi@cong-orchadashmd.org 
Cantorial Soloist 
Deborah Sternberg 
soloist@cong-orchadashmd.org 
Location 
24800 Kings Valley Road  
Damascus, MD 20872 
Office Hours 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday 

8:30am to 1:00pm 

Email Address: 
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org 
Mailing Address 
24800 Kings Valley Rd 
Damascus, MD 20872 
Web Address 
www.cong-orchadashmd.org  
Telephone and FAX 
(T) 301-482-1025 
(F) 301-482-1027 
To Receive E-mail Updates  
Send your email address to  
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org 
 
 

Contacting Us  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

Contact Us 
 

Religious School Director ............... Rabbi Alison Kobey 
Temple Administrators ................... Bita Silverman  
Religious School Administrator .... OPEN  
Or Chadash Board  
President ............................................ Andrew Felrice 
Vice-President ................................... Ilene Krom 
Treasurer ............................................ Andrew Colby 
Secretary ............................................. OPEN 

Immediate Past President ............... Phil Dicken 
At-Large .......................................... Rich Bailen 
 .............................................................. Janet Ballonoff 
 .............................................................. Karen Dean 
 .............................................................. Rob Eisenberg  
 .............................................................. Luis Fajner 
 .............................................................. Ruth Fajner 
 .............................................................. Donna Goldsteen 
 .............................................................. Ray Lessans  
 .............................................................. Fran Zavin 
 .............................................................. Jack Zavin 
CORY President ................................ Jax (Jacob) Felman 
CORY Advisor .................................. Rabbi Alison Kobey  
Jr. CORY Advisor ............................. Rabbi Alison Kobey  
Kiddish Kids  .................................... Rabbi Alison Kobey  
WCOC/Sisterhood President .......... OPEN 
Brotherhood President .................... OPEN  

Adult Social Group .......................... Joe Baum 
Ritual Committee ............................. Susan White 
Adult Learning Committee ............. Ralph Locke 
Library Committee ........................... Michael Abrahams  
Membership Committee ................. OPEN 
Fundraising Committee .................. Debbie Lessans 
 .............................................................. Melissa Lebedinsky 
Social Action Committee ................ Rita Shewbridge  
Religious School Committee .......... Howard Benowitz  
Building Committee ........................ Rob Eisenberg 
Oneg Coordinator ............................. Julie Swain  
FOCUS Editor ................................... Debbie Eisenberg 
Webmaster ......................................... Marti Kerner  
Dues or Tuition Relief ..................... Andrew Colby 

mailto:rabbi@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi@gmail.com
mailto:board@cong-orchadashmd.org
http://www.cong-orchadashmd.org/
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Saturday, November 7 – 9:30am  

Vayera (Genesis 18:1- 22:24) – How do we 

know when God taps us on the shoulder?  Can 

we laugh and cry at the same time?  How does 

hospitality impact our burdens?  Can sibling 

rivalry ever be okay?  How do we test God and 

how does God test us?  Who wins? 

 

Saturday, November 14 – 9:30am  

Chayei Sarah (Genesis 23:1-25:18) – How 

does Abraham show respect to Sarah after she 

dies?  What does that teach us? What does a 

matchmaker look for in finding mates for 

others?  Does a woman get a voice in arranged 

marriage, both biblically and today?   

 

Saturday, November 21 – 9:30am  

Toldot (Genesis 25:19- 28:9) – How is 

parenting twins different from parenting 

singletons?  What is Isaac’s covenantal 

promise?  How important are parental 

blessings?  Is stealing ever okay?  How does 

God show favoritism?  Did Isaac have a 

memory-loss disease?  How do grudges impact 

our own behaviors? 

 

Saturday, November 28 – 9:30am  

Vayetzei (Genesis 28:10- 32:3) – Do Jews 

believe in angels?  If so, what does that mean?  

What is one of the first prayers and how does it 

reflect the teaching of the rabbis?  Once again, 

does God tap us on the shoulder?  How do we 

know?  Is there such a thing as love at first 

sight? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 5 – 9:30am  

Vayishlach (Genesis 32:4- 36:43) – How do 

we reconcile with our foes?  Does 

reconciliation mean a regained closeness?  

Why are name changes important in the Torah?  

Is there a proper response to sexual abuse?  Is 

revenge ever acceptable as a response?  Why 

can’t people eat the thigh muscle?  Has anyone 

ever seen God face to face? 
 

Saturday, December 12 – 9:30am  

Vayeshev (Genesis 37:1- 40:23) – Do you 

remember your dreams?  What do they mean?  

How does Joseph’s journey impact his 

emotional future?  What happens when parents 

show blatant favoritism?  How do you know 

when a prank goes too far?  Why does Rabbi 

Kobey love this Torah portion (yes, among 

many)?   

 

Saturday, December 19 – 4:00pm  

Mikeitz (Genesis 41:1-44:17) – What are your 

dreams?  What do they mean?  Why does 

Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams matter?  

How does Joseph test?  Who passes and who 

fails? 

 

Saturday, December 26 – 9:30am  

Vayigash (Genesis 44:18-47:27) – How do 

siblings reconcile, both Biblically and in 

modernity?  How does Pharaoh help Joseph?  

Has Joseph really changed?  How does Joseph 

take care of the family? 

 

Saturday, January 2 – 9:30am 

Vayichi (Genesis 47:28-50:26) – Why do 

Ephraim and Menasseh continue to be invoked 

in our blessings?  How does Jacob prepare for 

death?  What do his blessings say about him?  

About his sons? 

  

Torah Study ____________________________  
Drop in when you can! 
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Rabbi Alison B. Kobey (continued) 
She felt that people would think she is a 

“Conservative Trump supporter” (her words not 

mine). Does having an American flag really make 

someone on one side of the political aisle rather 

than the other side? Yet, I understand her concern. 

Do Trump supporters / Republicans “own” our 

country’s flag? Is our country able to become the 

UNITED States again, allowing that anyone who 

wants to fly a flag could do so without its really 

representing their political views?  
 

Symbols can be so powerful. They are embedded 

in our secular and Jewish worlds. What do 

American and Jewish symbols mean to you? Do 

you proudly display a flag? Do you proudly 

display a mezuzah on your doorpost? Why or why 

not? Are there other ways you outwardly connect 

to Jewish symbols? What does it say when you 

choose to have symbols for all to see? While I 

admit I am not a fan of Chanukah items in early 

October, I appreciate one of Chanukah’s main 

messages: be proud of our identity. Find a way to 

take hold of various Jewish symbols and “own” 

them with joy. Be proud of who you are, as part of 

a group and as individuals. 

 

L’Shalom 

Rabbi Alison B. Kobey  
 

President’s Column 

We have just exited a very busy holiday cycle 

comprising Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot 

and Simchat Torah.  It was great to see so many 

congregants participating both in-person and 

virtually.  And while the Rabbi loves this time of 

year, it is also a very busy time and I’m sure she 

will appreciate a short rest now that we entered a 

quieter period.  Speaking of the holidays…the 

planning effort this year was much greater than 

previous years for obvious reasons and I 

specifically want to thank the following who went 

above and beyond this year: 

• Rabbi Kobey who spearheaded much of the 

effort 

• Jax (Jaccob) Felman for doing an amazing job 

as our audio/visual expert to ensure we were 

able to effectively communicate virtually 

• Dr. Rosa Abrahams who played the piano and 

who compiled and synthesized all of the music 

videos of the Or Chadash singers  

• Deborah Sternberg for continuing to lend us 

her lovely voice as our Cantorial Soloist 

• Rachel Stroud Goodrich and the Or Chadash 

Singers for pushing forth to offer the beautiful 

music which we enjoyed 

• Ritual Committee and the Board for your 

planning and leadership 

• Brotherhood Committee for putting up and 

taking down the Sukkah  
 

I am sure there were others and I apologize for any 

oversight.  It wasn’t intentional!  Again, speaking 

of the holidays…. We are interested in your 

feedback.  Please let us know what you think 

worked, what didn’t work, and any suggestions for 

what you’d like to keep, change, etc.  I HOPE that 

by next year we will be past the COVID pandemic 

and able to safely meet in person, as we have in 

past years.  However, I’ve heard from some 

congregants that they liked some of the virtual 

options, so it would be helpful input for us to 

consider when we are ready to plan for next year.  

Please feel free to provide feedback to Rabbi 

Kobey, myself, or any board member. 
 

Also, please keep in mind all of the upcoming 

activities and how you can continue to stay 

engaged with our Or Chadash community.  

Shabbat Services continue to be offered virtually 

and we are able to accommodate a limited number 

of congregants in person following health 

guidelines.  There is no signup necessary for 

onsite attendance but it would be helpful to let the 

Rabbi know if you are planning to come.  In 

addition, we continue to offer Talmud class, Torah 

study, adult learning, adult social club and 

brotherhood activities just to name a few.  Please 

keep up to date via the Or Chadash Happenings 

weekly email and our website.   
 

Stay healthy and safe!   

Andrew Felrice 
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Religious School Committee _______________  
Religious School looks and feels different this 

year.  All of our classes are being conducted 

remotely through Zoom.  However, our 

teachers are teaching the same subjects they 

would have taught if classes were in person.  

They have transferred the classroom activities 

to Zoom classes.  Some of the methods of 

teaching are the same, but others have been 

changed out of necessity, inspiration, or 

imagination.  We ask students to have similar 

behavior in their Zoom classes as they do for in 

person classes, including staying seated, 

muting themselves when not talking, staying 

engaged in the discussions, and being 

respectful of each other. 

 

The Religious School distributes to families 

books and supplies that the students will use in 

class.  We sometimes ask families to have 

materials from their homes available for 

students to use.  This is especially true for 

some of our elective classes.  This semester we 

are offering six electives to our 1st-7th graders:  

Jewish Arts and Crafts, Jewish Superheroes, 

You Be the Judge, Jewish Artists, Or Chadash 

On the Air (podcasts), and Karate.   

 

At this time, we expect to maintain this 

approach for the rest of this school year unless 

Montgomery County Public Schools allows 

students to return to its schools.  If you have 

any questions about Religious School, please 

reach out to Rabbi Kobey or any member of 

the Religious School Committee.  The next 

Religious School Committee meetings will be 

on November 1 and December 20 at 7:30pm.  

See the weekly Or Chadash Happenings emails 

or contact Howard Benowitz, Chair of the 

Religious School Committee, for the meeting 

information. 
 

L’Shalom, 

The Religious School Committee 

 
 
  Religious School Calendar 

 
 

School in Session:  

November 1, 3, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22 

December 1, 6, 8, 13, 15, 20 

 

No Religious School:  

November 24, 29 

December 22, 27, 29 

January 3, 5 
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Keeping Up With Or Chadash ______________  
Talmud Study 

While there are a group of regulars that attend 

Talmud class, please know that everyone is 

welcome. Talmud is an important part of our 

sacred heritage and while some of it may not 

pertain as directly to our lives as other bits, there 

are some wonderful gems and great lessons as 

part of it. RSVPs are strongly encouraged so that 

you get the text in advance.  

Saturday, November 14 – 11:00am 

Saturday, November 21 – 11:00am 

Saturday, December 12 – 11:00am 

Saturday, December 19 – 5:15pm 
 

Committee Meetings 

Religious School Committee (RSC) 

Sunday, November 1 – 7:30pm 

Sunday, December 20 – 7:30pm 

Ritual Committee 

Sunday, November 15 – 7:00pm 

 

Kiddish Kids 

Kiddish Kids is our youth group for students 

who are in Pre-K/K through 3rd grade. Join us for 

in-person events with social distancing and 

COVID safety precautions. Please know that all 

in-person events will be dependent on the 

guidelines for COVID current at the time of the 

events. 
Sunday, November 15 – 1:30pm Movie Day 

(with masks and social distancing) 
 

Jr. CORY 

Jr. CORY is our youth group for students who 

are in 4th through 7th grade. Join us for in-person 

events with social distancing and COVID safety 

precautions. Please know that all in-person 

events will be dependent on the guidelines for 

COVID current at the time of the events. 
Sunday, November 8 – Sandy Spring 

Adventure Park (for youth groupers who already 

RSVPed) 

Saturday, December 5 – 7:00pm Movie Night 

(with masks and social distancing) 

 

CORY Column 

CORY is up and running, even in the midst of 

these hard times. As president, I, Jax (Jacob) 

Felman set up an event in September where we 

planned out our calendar. After the event, I 

mapped out a calendar with some digital events 

and some socially distanced in-person events. 

Contact me for the link to the CORY calendar.  
 

At the time I’m writing this, we have not yet had 

our October event, but by the time you are 

reading this, I expect we will have had a great 

time at the corn maze. Coming up in November 

is a combined CORY & Jr. CORY event at the 

Sandy Spring Adventure Park. While we still ask 

for RSVPs, if someone did not yet sign up and 

still wants to join us, please let me know ASAP. 

In December we will have a digital event where 

we will play some online games, sponsored by 

Daniel Krom (our CORY treasurer). The 

December event is completely free.  
 

Many of the events for CORY cost money, and 

while you can pay for individual events, you can 

also pay $68 now for all CORY events for the 

year. (To pay for the year, please make a check 

to out CORY Congregation Or Chadash, indicate 
CORY in the memo line, and mail or drop off at 
the temple office. Contact the COC treasurer, 
Andrew Colby with questions about payments.) 
 

Jax Felman,  

CORY President 

 

Adult Learning 

Disputes Class  

Friday, November 6 at 12:30pm 

Friday, November 20 at 12:30pm 

Chanukah Adult Learning 

Friday, December 11 at 12:30pm  

… what they didn’t teach you in Religious 

School. Please RSVP to Bita at 

orchadashadmin@gmail.com.  

See specific Torah Study and Talmud schedules 

for additional adult learning opportunities 

mailto:orchadashadmin@gmail.com
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Coffee, Tea, and Conversations  

Come and join us whenever it is convenient, 

for an informal hangout. We can talk about 

whatever is on your mind. 

Tuesday, November 3, 10, 17, 24 at 

10:00am 

Tuesday, December 1, 8, 15, 22 at 10:00am 

 

Adult Social Group 

In the interest of safety to our fellow 

congregants, we are not scheduling any events 

from November through mid-March. 
 

Girls’ Night In 

Come and hang out digitally, Thursdays, 

November 12 and December 17 at 7:30pm. 

 

Congregation Or Chadash Book Club  

The next meeting of the Congregation Or 

Chadash Book Club is Friday, November 13 

at noon. It will be a Zoom meeting.   
   

The book for November is Kaddish.com by 

Nathan Englander.  This book is available at 

the Montgomery County Public Libraries. 
 

This is a coed book club.  All are welcome to 

attend! 
 

Please RSVP by Wednesday, November 11 to 

Jane Harris, clamityjgh@aol.com.  
 

We also have exciting news for the March 

meeting of the COC Book Club.  For March we 

are reading America's Jewish Women:  A 

History from Colonial Times to Today by 

Pamela Nadell.  Dr. Nadell will be joining us 

for our Zoom meeting on Friday, March 12 at 

noon.  Thanks to Vivian for arranging this 

wonderful opportunity.  
 

Social Action Committee 

The temple’s Social Action Committee has 

been exploring ways in which we and our 

fellow congregants can become better informed 

about current issues in the wider American 

society and more effective at taking action 

consistent with the Jewish tradition of Tikkun 

Olam: repairing the world. 

 

The Union for Reform Judaism has developed 

a list of organizations that are doing important 

work in this regard. We used this list to guide 

our activities. 
 

1. You can support the “Justice in Policing 

Act” of 2020. This involves signing a letter 

to ask the Senate to support this important 

act (which passed in the House on June 25, 

2020). It also allows you to share the 

information with others who care about the 

issue of police reform. Go to 

https://bit.ly/3h6LVgE for the online form 

provided by ReformJudaism.org. 
 

2. A Racial Justice Book Club has been 

started by COC member Nancy Thorner. 

Our next virtual meeting will be on 

Monday, November 9, at 7:00pm, 

discussing Stamped from the Beginning by 

Ibram Kendi. If you are interested in 

joining us, please email Nancy Thorner at 

nethorner@yahoo.com for the Zoom 

meeting link. 
 

3. COC congregants have assisted various 

refugee families in establishing themselves, 

not least in the food industry. Award-

winning Syrian Chef Majed 

Abdulraheem is now bringing his catered 

meals to our parking lot on Sunday 

evenings. Read more about this on page 8. 
 

  

mailto:clamityjgh@aol.com
https://bit.ly/3h6LVgE
mailto:nethorner@yahoo.com
mailto:nethorner@yahoo.com
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Enjoy Great Food from an Award-Winning 

Syrian Chef 

Back by Popular demand! Place your order 

before midnight the day before, and receive 

your food via contactless delivery in the COC 

Parking Lot on various Sundays, including 

Sunday, November 1.  

 

On selected Sundays, we are continuing to 

offer an opportunity for Chef Majed to share 

his wonderful cooking with Congregation Or 

Chadash, in partnership with St. Anne's 

Episcopal Church, IFND Mission Group of 

Dayspring Church, and The Islamic Society of 

Germantown. This is part of our Social Action 

Refugee Support. 

• Order online using our special-order link 

here: 

https://chefmajed.com/special/congregation

-or-chadash/ 

• Place your order by 11:59pm the night 

before. 

• Chef Majed will deliver all orders to the 

Temple parking lot for you to pick up 

Sunday, between 5:30pm and 6:00pm. 

• Click here https://chefmajed.com/about/ to 

read all about Chef Majed! 

All food delivered to our parking lot is (by our 

request) dairy-free. Lots of meat and vegetarian 

options. Congregants were delighted by the 

high-quality ingredients used and the uniquely 

flavorful results that Chef Majed achieves. 

There was particular praise for the Chicken 

Shawarma, the Chicken Kabab with Rice, the 

Hummus side-dish, and the eggplant stew in 

tomato sauce. (Chef Majed calls this eggplant 

dish Moussaka, but it’s a veggie-friendly 

version: no ground meat or cheese.) 

 

Feedback about Chef Majed is requested so we 

can decide how frequently to continue to hold 

this food drop-off. Please email Debbie 

Eisenberg at rjeisenberg@comcast.net.  

 

For other delivery dates and locations (temples 

and churches in Potomac, Bethesda, and 

Gaithersburg) check out this website:  

 https://chefmajed.com/special/. 

 

    
 

https://chefmajed.com/about/
mailto:rjeisenberg@comcast.net
https://chefmajed.com/special/
http://www.grovecentervet.com/
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Special Services ________________________  
Birthday and Anniversary Blessings 

We know most people are enjoying our 

Shabbat Services over Zoom and that is fine. 

Whether you are in person or through Zoom, 

join us to celebrate people’s simchas (joyous 

events).  
 
 

For birthdays in November and December, join 

us at 7:30 on Fridays, November 20 and 

December 4 respectively. For anniversaries, 

join us on Fridays at 7:30pm on November 27 

and December 11. 

 
 

Thank You to Our Donors _________________  
Thank you to our generous donors. Note that this list includes donations that were deposited during 

late August, September, and early October.  Please contact the office for more information. 

 

General Donations 

Michael Abrahams & Susan White in 

appreciation of Jacob Felman's Zoom work 

Sharyn & Brian Bergman in honor of Macy’s 

13th birthday 

Jax (Jacob) Felman 

Sydney & Diane Levitus 

Fred & Barbara Marx 

Tanya Pallia 

Gerald Ray Mollie Lipshy Charitable Trust & 

Judy Gable 

 

High Holiday Appeal 

Karl & Anne Gussow 

Rob & Debbie Eisenberg 

Claire & Greg SanNicolas 

 

 

 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Ron & Sheri Dayton 

Ziona Mossman & Thomas Swigart 
 

Rise Against Hunger 

Howard & Melissa Benowitz 

Andrew & Suzanne Colby 

William Dean & Karen Rosenfeld-Dean 

Rachel & Christopher Goodrich 

Sydney & Diane Levitus 

Ralph Locke & Lona Farhi 

Fred & Barbara Marx 

Alyssa & Samuel Mrvos 

Kathleen & Karl Lorenz 

Mr. & Mrs. Greg SanNicolas 

 

Yahrtzeit Board 

Heather & Jason Bergman 

Condolences ___________________________  
 

We extend our deep condolences to Karen Conner and her family on the death of her father, Ronald 

Kalman, who died Tuesday, September 29, 2020. 

 

We extend our deep condolences to Rich Bailen and his family on the death of his mother, Ann 

Bailen, who died Thursday, October 15, 2020. 
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Yahrtzeits ______________________________  
If you have an upcoming yahrtzeit that is not listed, please call the office at 301-482-1025, 

and we will add any names you wish to remember. Names will be read at Shabbat services 

during the week of a loved one’s death. When two dates are shown, the names will be read 

during the Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services. Note that the second 

column lists the observing member.   

**Yahrtzeit plaque 

 
 
  

Friday, November 6 
Joseph Binder Father of Irwin Binder 
Hans Breuer Father of Michael Breuer 
Else Rosenblum Grandmother of Ziona Mossman 
Edith Slonk Grandmother of Barbara Marx 
Ida Thorner Mother of Bruce Thorner 
Morris Glosman Grandfather of Alana Hyman 
Louis Zeik Risa & Patrick Robinson 

 
Friday, November 13  
Eveyln Caplan Stephanie & Michael Ames 
Gertrude Lessans Mother of Ray Lessans 
 
Friday, November 20 
William Ostrov Grandfather of. Fred Marx 
Marshall Rosenthal Uncle of David Bender 
Pauline Jolkovsky Aunt of Ziona Mossman 

 
Friday, November 27 
Liba Binder Mother of Irwin Binder 
Sadye Goldenberg Grandmother of Diane Levitus 
Armand Grenadier Great Uncle of Ellyn Baum 
Harold Jacobs Father of Jen Strelser 
Melvin Moskowitz Father of Sindi Siskind 
Benjamin Bender Father of Larry Bender 
Larry Bernstein Uncle of Ellyn Baum 
 
Friday, December 4 
Eugene Levitus Brother of Syndey Levitus 
Caren Goldfine Aunt of Ellyn Baum 
Ruth Solowey Mother of Rona Kandel 
Elaine Spector Mother of Donna Goldsteen 
 
Friday, December 11 
Gail Siskind Mother of Aaron Siskind 
Rose Leigh Aunt of Joe Baum 
Harold Solidar Uncle of Sydney Levitus 
**Dortha Furr Mother of Susan Gellert 
Martha Gussow Grandmother of Karl Gussow 

 
Friday, December 18 
Dr. Howard Sommer Father of Heather Held 
Esterher Lazaruk Mother of Fran Zavin 
Jay Nadler Father of Karl Nadler 
Rosalee Familant Mother of Jay Familant 
Rabbi Harold I Krantzler Father of Rebecca Stroud 
Theodore Lewis Father of Brad Lewis 

 

Friday, December 25 
Richard Grant Murphey, Sr. Father of Janyce Dissin 
Jerene Isaacson  Grandmother of Ron Isaacson 
Donna King  Rosalind & William King 
Gregorio SanNicolas  Father of Greg SanNicolas 
 

Friday, January 1 
Lillian Astor  Grandmother of Jonathan Jackel 
Nat Astor  Grandfather of Jonathan Jackel 
Charles Gellert  Husband of Susan Gellert 
Abram Mossman  Grandfather of Ziona Mossman 
Yetta Levitus  Mother of Sydney Levitus 
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Adult Learning at Congregation Or Chadash 
 

November/December 
 

The Rabbi’s discussion group about various “disputes” that have invigorated Jewish life over the 

centuries holds its two final meetings on Fridays at 12:30pm (November 6 and 20). If you are 

interested in joining, please email Rabbi Kobey at rabbi@cong-orchadashmd.org. 
 

Torah and Talmud discussion groups continue as follows: 

 

Torah Study: Everyone is welcome. The Zoom format has worked well, allowing participants to 

“attend” even if they are out of town. If you would like to be added to our Torah Study class list, 

please let the Rabbi know (at email above) and you will receive any updates in advance. The passage 

to be discussed is always listed on a page toward the front of the Focus newsletter. 

Every Saturday (except possibly Thanksgiving weekend: watch Happenings!) at 9:30am, except 

December 19 is at 4:00pm. 

Talmud Study: Many of our laws, traditions, and rituals stem from the Talmud. This is a drop-in class, 

so come whenever you can. However, if you know that you might attend, please let Rabbi know (at the 

email above), so that she can send you the material in advance. Zoom in from anywhere you happen to 

be! 

Saturdays: November 14, 21, December 12 at 11:00am. December 19 at 5:15pm (ending with 

Havdalah). 
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