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Or Chadash FOCUS
By Rabbi Alison B. Kobey
What a year! As we end 5780 and begin 5781,
there is much on which to reflect. As a world, we
remain in the midst of a global pandemic. As a
nation, we are grappling with unprecedented
economic challenges mixed with recognizing that
our country is far from the ideal of equality for
all. We are isolated and alone, struggling with
self-quarantining while recognizing its critical
importance in our current state of affairs. We
have given up many human interactions,
experienced life cycle events in unusual ways,
and let go of many of our travel plans. Yes, there
is much to mourn right now. Like all grief, it is
okay to acknowledge and mourn our losses.
Equally important is that after we recognize and
name our losses and allow ourselves some time to
mourn, we do not get stuck. We have much for
which to be grateful. Rectangles have become a
favorite shape for many of us as we celebrate the

connections we can
get from Zoom. Or
Chadash remains as committed as ever to
supporting everyone and sharing in all sorts of
sacred moments.
Like many of you, I have struggled at some of the
losses, most especially how different the Fall will
be as we celebrate the Tishrei cycle (the month in
which we have Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur,
Sukkot and Simchat Torah). But, as Ritual
Committee will tell you, I moved from a bit of
sulking at our collective losses, to thinking out of
the box, moving from what we were losing as a
community to what we could gain and to
reimagining the possibilities and opportunities
surrounding the holidays. I hope you will move
from mourning to joy along with me.
(continued on page 3)

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday, September 4 – 7:30pm Shabbat
Services with birthday blessings
Friday, September 11 – 7:30pm Shabbat
Services and “Ask the Rabbi” Shabbat
Friday, September 18 – 7:30pm Erev Rosh
Hashanah and Shabbat services
Friday, September 25 – 7:30pm Shabbat
Services with Anniversary Blessings
Friday, October 2 – 7:30pm – Erev Sukkot
and Shabbat Services. Enjoy services under
the stars (bring a flashlight)

Friday, October 9 – 7:30pm – Erev Simchat
Torah and Shabbat Services
Friday, October 16 – 7:30pm – Shabbat
Services with Birthday Blessings
Friday, October 23 – 7:30pm – Shabbat
Services with Anniversary Blessings
Saturday, October 24 – 10:00am – Shabbat
Services with B’nai Mitzvah of Rachel and
Simon Krom
Friday, October 30 – 7:30pm – Shabbat
Services with Third Grade participation
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Contacting Us

Rabbi
Rabbi Alison Kobey 301-482-1025
rabbi@cong-orchadashmd.org
Cantorial Soloist
Deborah Sternberg
soloist@cong-orchadashmd.org
Location
24800 Kings Valley Road
Damascus, MD 20872
Ofﬁce Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday

8:30am to 1:00pm

September/October 2020
Email Address:
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org
Mailing Address
24800 Kings Valley Rd
Damascus, MD 20872
Web Address
www.cong-orchadashmd.org
Telephone and FAX
(T) 301-482-1025
(F) 301-482-1027
To Receive E-mail Updates
Send your email address to
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org

Contact Us
Religious School Director ............... Rabbi Alison Kobey
Temple Administrators ................... Bita Silverman
Religious School Administrator .... OPEN
Or Chadash Board
President ............................................ Andrew Felrice
Vice-President ................................... Ilene Krom
Treasurer ............................................ Andrew Colby
Secretary ............................................. OPEN
Immediate Past President ............... Phil Dicken
At-Large .......................................... Rich Bailen
.............................................................. Janet Ballonoff
.............................................................. Rob Eisenberg
.............................................................. Luis Fajner
.............................................................. Ruth Fajner
.............................................................. Donna Goldsteen
.............................................................. Ray Lessans
.............................................................. Fran Zavin
.............................................................. Jack Zavin
CORY President ................................ Jacob Felman
CORY Advisor .................................. Rabbi Alison Kobey
Jr. CORY Advisor ............................. Rabbi Alison Kobey
Kiddish Kids .................................... Rabbi Alison Kobey
WCOC/Sisterhood President .......... OPEN
Brotherhood President .................... OPEN
Adult Social Group .......................... Joe Baum
Ritual Committee ............................. Susan White
Adult Learning Committee ............. Ralph Locke
Library Committee ........................... Michael Abrahams
Membership Committee ................. OPEN
Fundraising Committee .................. Debbie Lessans
.............................................................. Melissa Lebedinsky
Social Action Committee ................ Rita Shewbridge
Religious School Committee .......... Howard Benowitz
Building Committee ........................ Rob Eisenberg
Oneg Coordinator............................. Julie Swain
FOCUS Editor ................................... Debbie Eisenberg
Webmaster ......................................... Marti Kerner
Dues or Tuition Relief ..................... Andrew Colby
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Rabbi Alison B. Kobey (continued)
I am now excited for the Tishrei cycle and
hope you will be, too. Some thoughts: when
you are worshipping at home through Zoom
with us, set aside a special area, a “miniature
sanctuary” if you will. Try to find a place with
no background noise and no distractions. In
other words, avoid setting up near the pile of
laundry or dishes that still have to be done. Be
open to holding on to some of the traditions
associated with each holiday, while equally
being open to the idea that this year will be
different. Embrace our creative elements and
our shared goals of maintaining shared

worship, sacred community, and growth within
ourselves. Be extra kind to yourself and to the
people around you. The Jewish calendar gives
us this opportunity in a natural, cyclical way.
Use it to propel yourself forward in your
choosing how you react and interact with the
world. Mourn what was, but celebrate what is
and what can be. May the year 5781 be filled
with health, wholeness, and joyous
possibilities.
L’Shalom
Rabbi Alison B. Kobey
,

Torah Study____________________________
Drop in when you can!
Saturday, September 5 – 9:30am
Ki Tavo (Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8)
Saturday, September 12 – 9:30am
Nitzavim-Vayelech (Deuteronomy 29:9-31:30)
Saturday, September 19
No Torah Study. Happy Rosh Hashanah
Saturday, September 26 – 9:30am
Ha’Azinu (Deuteronomy 32:1-32:52)
Saturday, October 3
No Torah Study. Happy Sukkot

Saturday, October 10 – 9:30am
Shemini Atzeret is the traditional parashah. We
will study V’Zot HaBrachah (Deuteronomy
33:1-34:12)
Saturday, October 17 – 9:30am
Bereisheet (Genesis 1:1-6:8)
Saturday, October 24 – 4:30pm
Noach (Genesis 6:9-11:32)
Saturday, October 31 – 9:30am
Lech L’chah (Genesis 12:1-17:27)
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In support of the broader community, our Social
President’s Column
Action Committee has been supporting local
As the end of summer nears and the High Holy
Days near, I hope this column finds you and your Syrian refugee families by providing them with
basic necessities such as food and kitchen
loved ones healthy and continuing to manage
supplies, and helping them find proper housing
through a difficult time. Like myself, I’m sure
and employment. This was happening well before
many of the parents out there with children
March, when the pandemic began. One of these
attending virtual school next year are having to
families owns a catering business that has been
make arrangements and potentially difficult
adversely impacted financially by COVID. To
decisions for how to best balance work, school
and family life. These continue to be challenging help them, we will be sponsoring an upcoming
evening when they can use our parking lot to sell
times and I hope that everyone is aware that the
Congregation Or Chadash community is out there and deliver food in a safe and convenient manner
to our congregants as well as members from a
and available to support you however we can. I
local church and mosque that we are coordinating
want to use this column to raise awareness of
with. Their catering business had been very
some of the key activities that Or Chadash has
successful leading up to COVID and the reviews
been planning to further engage and support our
membership and the larger community where we of their food have been very positive. Please
consider supporting this event. I’ve seen the menu
reside.
and it looks fantastic.
Each year, the High Holy Days bring the largest
concentration of our membership to the synagogue Finally, I wanted to put in a plug for anyone who
might be interested in helping further support the
at a single time. Significant planning by the
congregation on a voluntary basis. If you are
Rabbi, board, ritual committee, choir and others
happens during the summer to ensure the success interested in better understanding how a non-profit
of these events. This year has been a year like no organization works, there is no better way to do so
than by joining our Finance Committee. Finance
other. Due to COVID, only a limited number of
gets involved in every aspect of operational
congregants can be in the building safely at one
time. We are fortunate to be able to offer services planning that the congregation undertakes so it’s a
both on-site and virtually. Due to the size of their fantastic way to get a full view of how ‘our
membership, many congregations are not able to business’ is run. Andrew Colby, Debbie
do this. If you are considering attending an on-site Eisenberg and Karl Gussow have been the
service, please know that significant planning has mainstays of this incredibly important function
gone into ensuring the safety of our congregants. and I’m so appreciative of their efforts. However,
this is an area that does require additional support
and investment from others in the
You have probably seen the notice sent recently
congregation. Please contact Andrew Colby at
about religious school. This is another instance
andrew.colby@cong-orchadashmd.org if you are
where significant planning has gone towards
offering a choice for families between on-site and interested.
virtual. The safety of your children and our staff
I hope to see all of you either on-site or in your
was paramount in putting together this plan, so
Zoom rectangle (as Rabbi likes to say) during the
please know that Congregation Or Chadash is
High Holy Days. I think you’ll really appreciate
following all state and local health guidelines to
provide the best possible experience for delivering some of the new and innovative plans that we are
putting in place!
the Jewish education that our children deserve.
Sincerely,
Andrew Felrice
OR CHADASH FOCUS
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Religious School Committee _______________
The Congregation Or Chadash Religious
School is about to begin another great year!
Sunday Religious School will start on
September 13, and Tuesday Religious School
will start on September 15. We will begin the
year with a two-track learning model: an inperson track with classes at the Temple for
families that have selected that option, and a
digital track for families that selected that
option (or didn’t make a selection). Selections
were due by August 25, as explained in Rabbi
Kobey’s August 13 email. [When this edition
of the Focus went to press, we didn’t know yet
whether we had enough students for in-person
classes.] The Religious School Committee and
Or Chadash Board will determine our approach
for January–May 2021 later in 2020.
If you have not done so already, please
complete the 2020-21 Religious School
registration form and submit it to the
Temple office as soon as possible. If you
need copies of the form, you can contact our
Religious School Director, Rabbi Kobey, at

Rabbikobey@gmail.com or 301-482-1025.
Thanks to the families that have already
submitted your school forms.
We understand that this school year will be
different from any other we have had. Thank
you for responding to our surveys over the
summer. Your input directly influenced how
we prepared for the school year. If you have
any questions about Religious School, please
reach out to Rabbi Kobey or any member of
the Religious School Committee. Don’t know
who is on the Religious School Committee?
Then come to one of our meetings, meet our
members, and better yet, become one of our
members! Our next meeting will be by Zoom
on October 4 at 7:30pm. See the weekly Or
Chadash Happenings emails or contact Howard
Benowitz, Chair of the Religious School
Committee, for the meeting information.
L’Shalom,
The Religious School Committee

Religious School Calendar
School in Session:
September 13, 15, 20, 22, 29
October 4, 6, 11, 13, 18, 20, 25, 27
No Religious School:
September 27
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Answers to 2020 Religious School FAQs
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

Honoring the results of the August 2020 Religious School survey, the Religious School is prepared
to offer two tracks. Option A – digital only and Option B – in-person
A family’s choice made now will last through December. If a parent feels a need to switch from inperson to digital, then that switch will be granted once (i.e., no switching back and forth). Updated
information and, if necessary, choices for the spring will be available in late fall/early winter.
In-person learning assumes that the COVID-19 public health emergency remains relatively statusquo. COC Religious School will continue to follow the guidelines and requirements of the state,
county, health experts, and the COC Board. If needed, all students will pivot to digital learning
only.
COC will also ensure that all in-person learning students comply with all safety measures put in
place. For the safety of everyone in our community, if a child cannot comply with wearing a mask
and social distancing, then they will be moved to the digital track.
When possible, in-person classes will meet outside.
Within a standard classroom, there will be a maximum of 6 people in the room to ensure adequate
social distancing, including a teacher. If a class is larger, then they will be in an alternative space,
such as the sanctuary to ensure appropriate social distancing.
The total number of people in the building at any one time will honor state and county
requirements.
Parents will need to fill out a COVID-19 questionnaire prior to each in-person session and
temperatures will be checked at the door. Everyone will need to properly wear masks and social
distance.
In order to limit numbers in the building, the arrival/dismissal procedures will be different for the
foreseeable future. An adult will be in the parking lot to take temperatures of the students (and
parents/guardians who wish to enter the building) and then the student will be dropped off. With
adult supervision, there will be a car line for pick-up. Please show us your sign and we will send
your child to your car.
In order to accommodate both tracks, there may be co-mingling of grades for both tracks.
Curriculum and teachers will be different for the different tracks, while still being mindful of our
curricular goals.
Food will not be sold and, to ensure proper mask wearing at all times, food will not be allowed
inside the building during Religious School (unless there is a medical need).
Families can make different choices for their different children, and families can make one choice
for Sundays and a different choice for Tuesdays.
Sunday Schedule:
- Track A - Digital only (class times will vary based on ages/grades but will be held in the range
of 9:00am-11:30am).
- Track B- In-Person 9:00am-10:30am
- Electives will all be digital [karate being a possible in-person exception] at 11:30am-12:15pm.
Tuesday Schedule:
- Track A – Digital only (class times will vary based on ages/grades but will be in the range of
6:30-8:00pm)
- Track B – In-person 6:30-8:00pm
To offer in-person classes, we would need at least 2-3 classes to run.
Default choice for those who did not respond by August 25 is digital only
OR CHADASH FOCUS
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Keeping Up With Or Chadash ______________
Talmud Study

Adult Learning

Saturday, September 5 – 11:00am
Saturday, September 12 – 11:00am
Saturday, October 17 – 11:00am
Saturday, October 31 – 11:00am
Everyone is welcome. If you would like to be
added to our Torah Study or Talmud class list
you will receive the material and any updates
in advance.

Remaining Disputes Class – 12:00pm on
Fridays, September 4, September 25,
October 16, October 30, and November 6
Social Justice Book Club – Monday,
September 14 at 7:00pm [Book: So You Want
to Talk About Race, by Oluo]

First Aid at Temple

Committee Meetings

We hope you never need first-aid, but as an
FYI, there are band-aids and cream in the
kitchen (near the sink) and there is an A.E.D.
(defibrillator) machine mounted near the glass
doors leading into the sanctuary from the foyer.

Religious School Committee (RSC)
Sunday, October 4 – 7:30pm
Ritual Committee
Sunday, September 20 – 7:00pm

Youth Groups
Kiddish Kids (Pre-K/K – 3rd Grades), Jr CORY
(4th-7th Grades) and CORY (8th-12th Grades)
will all have events during October. Stay tuned
for details!

Coffee, Tea, and Conversations
Tuesdays at 10:00am. This is an informal time
to hang-out with the Rabbi and with
congregants and talk about whatever is on your
mind. No RSVPs needed. Just come when you
can.

Prospective Members
We need your help! We know that word of
mouth is the best way for people to find us and
get to know us. If you know of a possible
member, please send us the name and any
contact information you might have. Then, we
will reach out and include the person(s) in a
small group opportunity. We hope to hear from
you! As a reminder, there is now a financial
incentive for our members too!

OR CHADASH FOCUS

7

September/October 2020

Elul, Tishrei, Chesvan 5780-5781

Social Action Committee
The temple’s Social Action Committee has
been exploring ways in which we and our
fellow congregants can become better informed
about current issues in the wider American
society and more effective at taking action
consistent with the Jewish tradition of Tikkun
Olam: repairing the world.

away! And various states have deadlines
after which one can no longer, for example,
enroll to Vote By Mail.

The Union for Reform Judaism has developed
a list of organizations that are doing important
work in this regard. We have chosen two of
these organizations and share some information
about them here.
1. You can support the “Justice in Policing
Act” of 2020. This involves signing a letter
to ask the Senate to support this important
act (which passed in the House on June 25,
2020). It also allows you to share the
information with others who care about the
issue of police reform. Go to
https://bit.ly/3h6LVgE for the online form
provided by ReformJudaism.org.
2. Several congregants have signed up with
the URJ’s Civic Engagement Campaign
(“Every Voice, Every Vote”), and we invite
others to get involved as well. We fill out
postcards and mail them to potential voters
throughout the US, including young voters
and others who have, in the past, been less
likely to vote. The aim is to end voter
suppression so that elections reflect the
views of the entire population. The
campaign will send you instructions, a list
of voters, and a script to follow. You pay
for stamps to send out the postcards.

Social Action Refugee Support
One of the Syrian refugee families that we have
supported through the MCIIRN interfaith
group has created a catering business that was
very successful until COVID.
We are excited to offer an opportunity for Chef
Majed to share his award-winning cooking
with us. Chef Majed will take online orders at
https://chefmajed.com/special/congregation-orchadash and deliver to our Or Chadash parking
lot in a safe, contactless manner on Sunday,
September 13 from 5:30-6:00pm.
Feedback is requested, so we can decide how
frequently to host this event. You can read
about Chef Majed at https://chefmajed.com.

Go to https://rac.org/rac-civicengagement-campaign-2020-1 for
information about the Civic Engagement
Campaign. Go to
https://urj.tfaforms.net/252 for the
postcard-kit request form. You might want
to start now: “Due to current working
conditions, it may take three weeks to
receive your kit.” November is not that far
OR CHADASH FOCUS
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Social Action Committee Leads Racial
Justice Book Club
The Racial Justice Book Club had its
introductory meeting on August 3, and we
selected our first book: So You Want to Talk
About Race by Ijeoma Oluo. This book club
will be meeting bi-monthly, starting in
September, on Monday evenings. So far, we
have 5 interested participants and hope to add
on a few more.
We welcome any congregants who are
interested in joining us for our meeting
scheduled for Monday, September 14 from
7:00-8:00pm to discuss the above-referenced
book. If you are interested in joining us, please
email Nancy Thorner at nethorner@yahoo.com
and a zoom meeting link will be sent as we
approach the September 14 date.
This book club will be focusing on topics
related to the racial inequalities and systemic
racism facing us today, how we can learn from
the past and how we can educate ourselves and
become better allies in supporting social justice
and antiracism, while promoting change.
Adult Social Group
We will be celebrating Shabbat on Friday,
September 4 at 6:00pm at the home of Nancy
& Barry Goldspiel. This event is now “sold
out” but please email Joe Baum at
jesaz99@aol.com if you would like to be on
the wait list.
We are also hoping that we can attend the
Weinberg Center event on Sunday, October
11 at 4:00pm. The show is Neil Berg’s 50 years
of Rock & Roll and refunds or credits will be
issued if the show is cancelled.
We will then go over to Cacici Mexican
Restaurant for dinner. For details on the show
see: https://weinbergcenter.org/shows/neilbergs-50-years-of-rock-n-roll-2/.

Congregation Or Chadash Book Club
The next meeting of the COC Book Club is
on Friday, September 11 at 12:00pm and will
be a Zoom meeting.
The book for September is Joseph and the Way
of Forgiveness by Stephen Mitchell. This book
is available at the Montgomery County Public
Libraries.
We have exciting news for the March meeting
of the COC book club! For the March meeting
we are reading America's Jewish Women: A
History from Colonial Times to Today by
Pamela Nadell. Dr. Nadell will be joining us
for our Zoom meeting on Friday, March 12 at
12:00pm. Thanks to Vivian for arranging this
wonderful opportunity.
This is a coed book club. All are welcome to
attend! Please RSVP by Tuesday, September 8
to Jane Harris, clamityjgh@aol.com for the
September meeting.

Be A Mensch!!!
Have any of you opened your front door this
summer to find a surprise from someone at
Congregation Or Chadash? Maybe you
received a challah? Or some activities for your
kids to keep them busy? Or maybe a delivery
of a special coffee? Or perhaps you just
received a phone call from someone to help
pass the time?
If any of these things (or something similar)
happened to you, YOU’VE BEEN
MENSCHED!!!!!!!

Do you want to be a mensch to someone? The
possibilities of the things you can do are
endless and can be completely free of charge
… just sharing a moment of kindness with
another member of the congregation! If so,
contact Ilene Krom at
kromfamily726@gmail.com and get assigned a
random member family and have fun doing
something for someone else!!!
9
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Rise Against Hunger
Yes, even in this time of COVID and social
distancing we will be participating in feeding
the hungry! This Yom Kippur will be our
fourth anniversary for this program! We are
still in need of donations to help ensure the
program can happen, so please donate now by
going onto our website or sending the Rabbi a
check (earmarked for Rise Against Hunger).
After morning services, we will be providing
an opportunity to directly feed the hungry.
While we still will be doing our local food
drive for Manna (and hope you will give food
for this program), this Yom Kippur we will
also do a project that will have an international
focus. We will be packing over 10,000 meals to
ship to people in-need in Africa (or other parts
of the world).
The program has strict requirements in general
and especially now during the pandemic. Rise
Against Hunger has worked through honoring
the CDC and state/county requirements to help
ensure added levels of safety and social
distancing will occur. For our sanctuary size,
they can accommodate 30 people total.
Depending on our numbers of those who wish
to volunteer, we can have one shift for about an
hour and a quarter and then that shift steps out
while they re-sanitize everything for the second
shift to then start.
People need to wear closed-toed shoes (and
masks of course!). Gloves and hair nets are
necessary but will be provided by Rise Against
Hunger. We will be standing as we pack the
boxes of food. We will need at least a few
people that can help with set-up and some
heavy lifting. As found in the Torah, God
commands us to feed the hungry. Will you
help? If you are interested, please sign-up at
the link below. If you are signing up multiple
people within your household, please list
everyone individually as we need to know

precisely who to expect. We will also be
following our Or Chadash protocol of
temperature checks and the COVID
questionnaire to help ensure that we all do our
part in keeping our sacred family safe, and
limit this to ages 9 and up.
We look forward to Yom Kippur and this
special Rise Against Hunger program. Please
sign up at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545A4
AB2B0-cocrise2.

Girls’ Night In
We ladies don’t have to stop getting together
just because of Covid-19! OK. So perhaps
congregating in a restaurant isn’t the most
comfortable thing to do right now…but we can
do this from the comfort of our own home!!!!
Join me for monthly (yes, I’m increasing the
frequency) Girls’ Night In!!!!! On the 2nd
Thursday of the month (unless otherwise
specified in emails or in the email blast) at
7:30pm, please join me on Zoom for some time
to just relax and talk and try to escape from the
everyday and whatever is happening in our
lives! Zoom links will be provided either in
separate emails or in the weekly email blast.
Feel free to bring a cup of coffee, glass of
wine, or even something stronger! We promise
not to judge!!!!!
Here are the dates for the rest of the year:
September 10
October 8
November 12
December 17 (3rd Thursday due to
Chanukah)
I hope to “see” you there!
Ilene Krom

OR CHADASH FOCUS
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2020 High Holy Days Details
•
•

•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•

All services will be available via Zoom. In-person will be available for some services (with masks,
distancing, and limited numbers).
On Rosh Hashanah morning and Yom Kippur morning (schedule shown below), you will see “Part
1” and “Part 2”. They are part of the same service (and the same people will be physically present
for Part 1 and 2), but it is just to give people a bit of a Zoom break.
There will be no childcare during in-person services this year.
Non-members are welcome to join our Zoom services. Suggested donation is $180 per household.
They will need to RSVP to Bita at orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org
to ensure they are on the list. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services will use the waiting room
feature in Zoom to help ensure everyone is meant to be with us (i.e. no “Zoom-bombers”)
Children’s programming will be available, including to non-members without charge, in-person
only (i.e. no Zoom option) with masks, social distancing, temperature/COVID checks and will
contain different stations with different activities. Please RSVP to Bita at orchadashadmin@congorchadashmd.org by September 5.
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services will include slides to allow people to see the prayers
through Zoom. For other services people will be able to use the flip-book.
Rise Against Hunger (a program to help feed the hungry around the globe) is happening! The
organization has tweaked their set-up to ensure it meets all the CDC requirements. Whether or not
you physically participate, feel free to help sustain the program by making a donation. If you write
a check, please make it out to Rabbi Kobey’s Discretionary Fund and ear mark for Rise Against
Hunger. Sign up for it at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545A4AB2B0-cocrise2.
Our annual manna food drive is happening too! You may drop off a bag of food between Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. When it gets closer to the holidays, specific times and details will be
shared.
Yizkor booklet information is due Friday, September 4th (strict deadline to ensure we can compile
it and get it to you before Yom Kippur). In addition to filling out the form at
https://bit.ly/324P22t, this year we will also be doing a slide show of your loved ones. If you want
to include pictures, please e-mail them to Rabbi Kobey at rabbi@cong-orchadashmd.org.
Selichot will be outside around the fire pit (weather permitting). Please sign up for it at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0545a4ab2b0-selichot.
Sukkot services will be outside in the back near the sukkah. Please bring a flashlight / reading light
and sign up for it at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0545a4ab2b0-sukkot.
There will be no Erev Rosh Hashanah oneg nor Rosh Hashanah luncheon
There will be break-the-fast! For Ne’ilah service (the final service of Yom Kippur) we will invite
people to drive to our parking lot and stay in your own cars. We will broadcast the service through
both Zoom (in case you still want to be at your house) and a local radio station (for those people in
cars). After the conclusion of Ne’ilah, we will invite you to break-the-fast, using dairy or
vegetarian food that you bring from your own house and eat on your own. If you want to stay in
your car, you may do so. You may also come out of your car to schmooze (chat), assuming you
wear a mask and still social distance (and please still wave to the people in cars!).
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Special Services ________________________
Celebrating Simchas (Joyous Events)
Celebrate your birthday with your Or Chadash
family. Receive a special blessing and birthday
treat to mark the occasion. If you are inperson, you will get the treat that evening; if
you are sharing services with us through Zoom,
the Rabbi delivery service will be happy to
drop-by with your treat (just send her an email). We have birthday blessings every
month. For the month of September, join us on
Friday, September 4 and for the month of
October, birthday blessings will be on Friday,
October 16, both at 7:30pm.

We also celebrate anniversaries within our Or
Chadash family. Again, receive a special
blessing and different treat. This is also
monthly with anniversary blessings on Friday,
September 25 and Friday, October 23, both
at 7:30pm.
Do you have other simchas (happy occasions)
to share? Let Rabbi Kobey know so we can
rejoice together.

Thank You to Our Donors _________________
Thank you to our generous donors. Note that this list includes donations that were deposited during
late April, May, and early June. Please contact the office for more information.
General Donations
Irwin & Terri Binder
Andrew & Suzanne Colby
Gerald Ray Mollie Lipshy Charitable Trust &
Judy Gable
High Holiday Appeal
Sherry Trahan & Daniel Shawen

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Larry & Cindy Bender in honor of their new
grandson Harrison Reid Bender
Vivian Stahl & Bob Senseney for being the
highlight of Vivian’s quarantine
Rise Against Hunger
Sherry Trahan & Daniel Shawen

Tree of Life
Fran & Jack Zavin in honor of B’nai
mitzvahs of their granddaughters, Emma
Ward & Liliana Zavin

White Torah Covers
Anonymous Donor

Mazel Tov _____________________________
Congregation Or Chadash extends our congratulations on the B’nai Mitzvah of Rachel & Simon Krom
on Ocober 24.

Condolences ___________________________
We extend our deep condolences to Ron Isaacson and his family on the death of his uncle, Robert
Isaacson who died Monday, August 17, 2020.
OR CHADASH FOCUS
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Yahrtzeits ______________________________
If you have an upcoming yahrtzeit that is not listed, please call the office at 301-482-1025,
and we will add any names you wish to remember. Names will be read at Shabbat services
during the week of a loved one’s death. When two dates are shown, the names will be read
during the Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services. Note that the second
column lists the observing member.
Friday, September 11
Victor Farhi

Father of Lona Farhi

Friday, September 18
Edith Cahn
Benjamin Heritage

Grandmother of Lisa Cahn
Brother of Robin Farquhar

Friday, September 25
Isaac Goldsteen Hay
Samuel Weidler
Gertrude Marx
Dorothy Lewis
Anne Rosenthal

Son of Donna Goldsteen & Carl Hay
Father of Nancy Isaacson
Grandmother of Fred Marx
Mother of Brad Lewis
Mother of Cindy Bender

Friday, October 2
Flora Fridberg
Charles Fruman
Yetta Bell
Bernice Perselay
Leon Segal

Mother of Michelle Fridberg
Grandfather of Eileen Kerwin
Mother of Heather Bergman
Aunt of Jane Harris
Grandfather of Jared Bellman

Friday, October 9
Lovice Price
Norman Dissin
Maxine Bellman
Jerome Apirian

Mother of Esther Streusand
Father of Alan Dissin
Grandmother of Jared Bellman
Father of Susan Drubin

Friday, October 16
Meyer Epstein
Howard Seal White
Lorraine Aronson
Arline Baum

Father of Alan Epstein
Father of Susan White
Mother of Marci Nadler
Mother of Joe Baum

Friday, October 23 & Saturday October 24
David Breuer
George Goldenberg
**Yta Gellert
Franklin Rosenfeld
Nicholas Stroud
Alvin Charens
Stanley Goldberg
Harriet Leef

Brother of Michael Breuer
Grandfather of Diane Levitus
Mother-in-law of Susan Gellert
Father of Karen Rosenfeld-Dean
Father-in-law of Rebecca Stroud
Uncle of Michelle Bailen
Father of Julie Swain
Aunt of Diane Levitus

Friday, October 30
Carolyn Dean
Lawrence Fisher
Anna Benenati
Arthur Aronson
Florence Lazar

**Yahrtzeit plaque

Mother of Bill Dean
Father of Sue Carr
Mother of Luciano Benenati
Father of Marci Nadler
Grandmother of Eileen Kerwin
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Holiday Schedule at a Glance
Selichot
Saturday, September 12
6:30pm ...........Service

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Friday, September 18
7:30pm ...........Service (Approx. time 1¼ hours)
8:45pm ...........Breakout rooms for schmoozing (talking)

Rosh Hashanah
Saturday, September 19
9:30am.............Service Part 1 – (Approx. time 45 minutes)
10:15am...........Break
10:30am...........Service Part 2 – (Approx. time 45 minutes)
11:15am...........Breakout rooms for schmoozing
2:00pm ............Children’s Programming (Approx. 40 minutes) - in person only
3:30pm ............Tashlich at Black Hill Biker/Hiker Trail
Sunday, September 20
9:30am............Rosh Hashanah programming (digitally) for the entire Religious School

Erev Yom Kippur
Sunday, September 27
7:30pm ...........Service – (Approx. time 1¼ hours)
8:45pm ...........Breakout rooms for schmoozing

Yom Kippur
Monday, September 28
8:30am............Children’s Programming
9:45 ................Service Part 1 – (Approx. time 45 minutes)
10:30 .............. Break
10:45 ..............Service Part 2 – (Approx. time 45 minutes)
11:15 ..............Breakout rooms for schmoozing
11:15 ..............Rise Against Hunger set-up
12:15-2:45 ......Meal Packing
3:30 ................(approx. time) Afternoon Programming [some prayers and small group
discussion in random break-out rooms] (Approx. time 45 minutes)
5:00 ................Yizkor (Approx. 45 minutes)
6:30 ................Ne’ilah in parking lot broadcast through radio/verbal Zoom. Break-fast together
in cars

Sukkot
Friday, October 2
7:30pm ...........Service

Simchat Torah
Friday, October 9
7:30pm ...........Service with Consecration
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