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Or Chadash FOCUS
By Rabbi Alison B. Kobey
There is a Chinese proverb that says “one
moment of patience may ward off great disaster.
One moment of impatience may ruin a whole
life.” And, in our own tradition, we have the
following, “whoever destroys a soul, it is
considered as if one destroyed an entire world.
And, whoever saves a life, it is considered as if
that one saved an entire world.”
In Hebrew, almost every word has a three-letter
root. The Hebrew word, savlanut, means
patience. The word also incorporates the same
root, sevel, to mean suffering. Our country is
struggling and suffering in so many ways right
now… the importance of acknowledging
celebrations in unusual ways, engaging in the
importance of Pride and being an ally to the
LGBTQ community by shifting preconceived
notions of gender and sexuality (not only this
month but every month), the acknowledgement of
white privilege and figuring out our individual
and collective role in helping to end racism, and
all the while we are in the midst of a pandemic in
which we need to wear masks and keep our social
distancing. Oy! Just thinking about it all is
exhausting, not only for me, but for so many of

us, I am sure.
We suffer; we try to be patient because we know
it is necessary for us to keep social distancing.
We know our choices can impact the health and
well-being of others and of ourselves. We sign
petitions to help right a wrong, even as we wish
change would happen more quickly. We do what
is right, even when it is hard. I think that is one of
the key elements of Judaism: to do what is just
and what is right, even when hard. So, keep
moving forward. Keep reaching out to others,
through our Zoom rectangles or other paths that
allow you to connect while in safety. Keep
protesting injustice, keep wearing your mask, all
the while being patient, as true change takes time.
We are in this together and we support you now
and always. According to our tradition, patience
can help bring us together under the wings of
God’s presence. Hang in there!
L’Shalom,
Rabbi Alison B. Kobey

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday, July 3 – 7:30pm Freedom Themed
Shabbat Services
Friday, July 10 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
Friday, July 17 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
with Birthday Blessings
Friday, July 24 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
with Anniversary Blessings
Friday, July 31 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services

Friday, August 7 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
with Birthday Blessings
Friday, August 14 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
with Anniversary Blessings
Friday, August 21 – 7:30pm Caribbean Shabbat
Saturday, August 22 – 10:00am Shabbat
Services with Bar Mitzvah of Brody Peang-Meth
Friday, August 28 – 7:30pm Shabbat Services
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Contacting Us

Rabbi
Rabbi Alison Kobey 301-482-1025
rabbi@cong-orchadashmd.org
Cantorial Soloist
Deborah Sternberg
soloist@cong-orchadashmd.org
Location
24800 Kings Valley Road
Damascus, MD 20872
Ofﬁce Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday

8:30am to 1:00pm

Email Address:
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org
Mailing Address
24800 Kings Valley Rd
Damascus, MD 20872
Web Address
www.cong-orchadashmd.org
Telephone and FAX
(T) 301-482-1025
(F) 301-482-1027
To Receive E-mail Updates
Send your email address to
orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org

Contact Us
Religious School Director ............... Rabbi Alison Kobey
Temple Administrators ................... Bita Silverman
Religious School Administrator .... Laura Kayton
Or Chadash Board
President ............................................ Andrew Felrice
Vice-President ................................... Ilene Krom
Treasurer ............................................ Andrew Colby
Secretary ............................................. OPEN
Immediate Past President ............... Phil Dicken
At-Large .......................................... Rich Bailen
.............................................................. Janet Ballonoff
.............................................................. Rob Eisenberg
.............................................................. Luis Fajner
.............................................................. Ruth Fajner
.............................................................. Donna Goldsteen
.............................................................. Ray Lessans
.............................................................. Fran Zavin
.............................................................. Jack Zavin
CORY President ................................ Jacob Kiviat
CORY Advisor .................................. Rabbi Alison Kobey
Jr. CORY Advisor ............................. Rabbi Alison Kobey
Kiddish Kids .................................... Rabbi Alison Kobey
WCOC/Sisterhood President .......... OPEN
Brotherhood President .................... OPEN
Adult Social Group .......................... Joe Baum
Ritual Committee ............................. Susan White
Adult Learning Committee ............. Ralph Locke
Library Committee ........................... Michael Abrahams
Membership Committee ................. OPEN
Fundraising Committee .................. Debbie Lessans
.............................................................. Melissa Lebedinsky
Social Action Committee ................ Rita Shewbridge
Religious School Committee .......... Howard Benowitz
Building Committee ........................ Rob Eisenberg
Oneg Coordinator............................. Julie Swain
FOCUS Editor ................................... Debbie Eisenberg
Webmaster ......................................... Marti Kerner
Dues or Tuition Relief ..................... Andrew Colby
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Torah Study_____________________________
Drop in when you can!
Saturday, July 4 - 9:30am
Balak (Numbers 22:2-25:9) – How do you know

Saturday, August 8 - 9:30am
Eikev (Deutereonomy 7:12-11:25) – What feeds

when you have reached the last stage of your
journey? Do you behave differently? How do you
see God? Have you ever wanted to curse someone?
What happened?

your soul? What are your passions? If obedience
yields blessings, why don’t rabbis take vows? Are
big egos okay? Is Moses quiet or outspoken? How
do we model after him? How do you personally
experience God’s deeds?

Saturday, July 11 - 9:30am
Pinchas (Numbers 25:10-30:1) – How do you
respond to something you hate? How do you stand
up for justice? Are women equal to men? Are names
really important?

Saturday, July 18 - 9:30am
Ma’tot Ma’asei (Numbers 30:2-36:13) – Should
you take a vow? Again, are women equal to men?
Why are so many people uncomfortable with the
ordinance of how things appear? Why is it
important? If this section of Torah takes us into the
fortieth year of wandering, what happens next?

Saturday, July 25 - 9:30am
Devarim (Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22) – Is review
necessary? If you were in the “classroom” the first
time, would you have followed directions? Why do
many people resent / question the many challenges
found within their journey? Is it different now than it
was then?

Saturday, August 1 - 9:30am
Va’etchanan (Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11) – How
does someone show you that they like you? How
does God? Should all Jewish learning be free? Can
you describe what God looks like? What text is right
before the Jewish affirmation?

Saturday, August 15 - 9:30am
Re’eh (Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17) – How do you
reach people to help them find the right path? How
are we supposed to act? If you can only make
sacrifices / offerings in certain places, why can you
pray anywhere? Why are we reminded multiple
times of what we can and cannot eat? What is one of
the primary messages found within this parashah?

Saturday, August 22 - time TBA
Shoftim (Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9) – How do we
remove evil in our community today? How should
we behave toward a verdict? When we enter sacred
space, how shall we behave? How about when we
live in an assimilated world? How do we know who
can speak for God?

Saturday, August 29 - 9:30am
Ki Teitzei (Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19) – How
many mitzvot are in this Torah portion? What should
you do if you are a frustrated parent? What is
abhorrent to God? Are women protected-class or
second-class citizens in this portion and in Torah as a
whole? How much time do you have to fulfill a
vow?
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President’s Column
This is my first column as President and I
wanted to start by thanking Phil Dicken for his
selfless and tireless dedication these last three
years serving as our congregation’s
President. Phil has left a strong legacy that has
benefitted the congregation in many ways and I
wanted to share just a few of them, as they
deserve to be recognized and many of you are
probably not aware of some of these changes.
First, Phil has made it a priority to ensure that
the congregation has a standard set of policies
and procedures that underpin many of our
congregational operations. What does this
entail? It requires identification, definition,
documentation and finally alignment to ensure
that a policy or procedure is vetted and
appropriate for how we operate. Why is this
important? Not having defined and
documented standards that we can follow for
things like our new greeting and security
process or spending and approval standards for
financial transactions on behalf of the
synagogue could cause confusion,
inconsistency, and even potentially, safety
issues. While this board did inherit some
existing policies from past boards, Phil made it
a priority to organize and expand upon these,
and we will all benefit from his efforts.
Second, Phil obtained an entirely new
technology infrastructure that the board and
many committees now use for calendaring,
email, and virtual meetings. G-Suite is
Google’s suite of cloud-based software and
services that are made available to many nonprofits (like Congregation Or Chadash) for
free. For many years prior, the board was
limping along using Yahoo groups which is no
longer supported. Now it is easy for the board
to catalog historical and current documents,
organize and secure drives, and communicate
in an extremely effective manner.

volunteerism. If you attended High Holiday
services the past three years, you heard Phil not
ask for financial donations as almost all
congregational presidents do at this time of
year. Instead, given the financial constraints of
out temple and the fact that we are a relatively
small community, Phil asked for greater
participation to help build community and to
fill many of the positions which were open. I
will continue to make this a focus area, since
our congregation will continue to need help
from a broader and more diverse set of
congregants, given some of the headwinds we
face.
In addition to increased volunteerism, I also
have two other key priorities that I will be
focused on over the coming year(s). First, we
need to get the synagogue on a path towards
long term financial sustainability. It has
become more and more difficult over the years
to meet our increasing operational expenses
given the size and makeup of our
congregation. We have an aging building that
requires more investment and are now dealing
with a worldwide pandemic that has adversely
impacted our congregation and surrounding
community. As a board, we are going to
continue thinking outside the box for new
revenue streams to meet these needs as well as
innovative ways to cut our expenses. If you
have any ideas, please don’t hesitate to reach
out to me or any member of the board.
Finally, I am going to put a focus on
membership growth and frankly greater
engagement from our younger and newer
families. To start, we require a dedicated
membership chair and committee. This does
not require a heavy lift and can have a
significant impact. If you are interested in
helping out in this capacity, please let me
know. Outside of the heroic efforts of our
Rabbi and some dedicated congregants, we
have almost no investment here and
membership retention and growth have, and
will, continue to be the lifeblood of our

Finally, Phil made it a priority to highlight and
advocate for greater congregant
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congregation, which feeds everything else.
I hope you all are staying safe - physically and
emotionally. This has been a trying period for
many and while we are not out of the woods
yet, things seem to be trending in a positive
direction. You can be sure that this board will
be meeting frequently to discuss how we can

safely open up our community, and we will be
communicating these updates to you on a
recurring basis.
Sincerely,
Andrew Felrice
President

Religious School Committee _______________
The Religious School Committee hopes you
are having a safe summer. If you are looking
for something to do with your children, may
we suggest reading Hebrew? Just as secular
schools recommend that our kids read during
the summer, our children should be reading
Hebrew over the summer, too, so they don’t
forget what they learned during the school
year. There is no better way to read Hebrew
than during Shabbat services on a Friday night
or Saturday morning. Plus, if your child
attends at least four Shabbat services over the
summer, they will be recognized for their
commitment when we return to school in
September.
Mark your calendars now: Sunday Religious
School will begin on September 13, and
Tuesday Religious School will begin on
September 15. Whether school will take place
in person or through Zoom will be decided by
the Board, based on a recommendation from
the Religious School Committee, no later than
August 14.

If you have not done so already, please
complete the 2020-21 Religious School
registration form and submit it to the Temple
office as soon as possible. If you have any
questions or need copies of the form, you can
contact our Religious School Administrator,
Laura Kayton, or our Religious School
Director, Rabbi Kobey at 301-482-1025.
Thanks to all of the families who have already
submitted their school forms.
The Religious School Committee will meet
over the summer on July 5 at 7:30pm and
August 2 at 10:00am. Please join our Zoom
meetings. Contact Howard Benowitz, Chair of
the Religious School Committee, for the
meeting information.
L’Shalom,
The Religious School Committee
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Keeping Up With Or Chadash ______________
Talmud Study

Coffee, Tea, and Conversations

Saturday, July 11 – 11:00am
Saturday, July 25 – 11:00am
Saturday, August 8 – 11:00am
Saturday, August 22 – time TBA

Tuesdays at 10:00am. Join us online (through
Zoom) for an informal gathering to socialize
and catch-up.

Outside Meet and Greet for
Prospective Members

Committee Meetings
Religious School Committee (RSC)
Sunday, July 5 – 7:30pm
Sunday, August 2 – 10:00am
Ritual Committee
Sunday, August 2 – 7:00pm

Youth Groups
Kiddish Kids, Jr. CORY, and CORY will have
an occasional event over the summer,
depending on how the region is doing with
masks and social distancing.

We need your help! We know that word of
mouth is the best way for people to find us and
get to know us. If you know of a possible
member, please send us the name and any
contact information you might have. Then, we
will reach out and include the person(s) in a
small group opportunity on Tuesday, August
11 at 7:00pm. We hope to hear from you!

Adult Social Group
At this time, the Adult Social Group has
cancelled events for July.

Adult Learning
The Adult Learning Committee continues to
find new ways for congregants to gather
(online) and encounter interesting texts and
discuss new ideas.
In late June, Rabbi Kobey began teaching a
new, 11-session course on various Fridays at
12:00pm, “Beyond Dispute: Debates that
Shape Jewish Life”. The course examines
nearly a dozen important issues that are
currently being explored from different angles
within the Jewish world. Having a weekly
course to “Zoom into” provides a welcome
opportunity to encounter new ideas, share
thoughts and reactions, and also, of course,
mingle socially!
The Committee has taken care to “slot” the
various weekly adult learning events into
various times in the week, so you can choose
something that fits your schedule. The current
Adult Learning schedule can be found on pages
11 and 12.

Be A Mensch!!!
These last few months, so many of us have
been cooped up in our own homes and kept
physically distant from family and friends. This
has been hard on so many of us for so many
reasons. So, it’s time to do something to make
things better for everyone!
It’s time to BE A MENSCH!!!!!
Anyone interested will be assigned an Or
Chadash family. You are asked to do
something nice for that family. To date, we
have had our mensches deliver homemade
goodies and much-need speciality
coffees! And the choices of what to do are
limitless!
If you are interested in being a mensch to an Or
Chadash family or if you have any questions,
contact Ilene Krom (kromfamily726@gmail.com).
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Congregation Or Chadash Book
Club Schedule 2020
August 14: The Girl from Berlin by Ronald H.
Balson
September 11: Joseph and the Way of
Forgiveness by Stephen Mitchell
November 13: Kaddish.com by Nathan
Englander

services. The Saturday service will still fully be
through Zoom. Watch the email blasts for start
date and additional information. Even when we
start with in-person services, we will be
maintaining our virtual experiences as well to
ensure that everyone can participate and be at
their own comfort level.

Tisha B’Av

All books on this year’s schedule are available
at the Montgomery County Public Libraries.
Some are available in electronic format.
Contact Jane Harris at clamityjgh@aol.com to
RSVP for the meeting or to be added to the
email list for meeting reminders.

For over 3300 years, Tisha B’Av has been the
national day of Jewish mourning,
commemorating such calamities such as the
destruction of both the First Temple and the
Second Temple (586 BCE and 70 CE
respectively), the end of the Bar Kokhba revolt
(135 CE), the expulsion from Spain (1492) and
countless other Jewish tragedies throughout the
ages. Join together in a study session of the
Book of Eichah, Lamentations, the text
traditionally read on this national day of
mourning. Text study will be Erev Tisha B'Av
on Wednesday, July 29 at 7:30pm.

Shabbat Services

Havdalah

While we do not know an exact start date, we
are working toward a gradual in-person
approach. We will begin with outdoor services
with masks, social distancing, and limited
numbers. This will only be for the Friday

Saturday, July 11 at 7:00pm
Saturday, August 1 at 7:00pm
Join us for a Havdalah ceremony (brief ritual to
mark the end of Shabbat) and then stay on and
play a virtual Pictionary with us.

All meetings start at 11:30am. Due to COVID19 all meetings are on Zoom until further
notice. Meetings are the second Friday of the
month unless there is a holiday or special
event.
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Fair Share Dues Policy
Congregation Or Chadash has a "fair share"
dues structure, which means that the requested
membership pledge varies based on your
household income. We understand that the
region is a high cost of living area, and not
everyone is able to make a financial
commitment at the requested level. Our policy
is open and inclusive. We work with each
member family to identify a membership
financial commitment they can support. We
feel very strongly that the membership
financial commitment should not be a hurdle
issue for being a part of the Congregation Or
Chadash family.

New Policy: Multi-Generational
Membership Category
Intent
The goal of this policy is to enable membership
and participation in Congregation Or Chadash
for parents of active members that are
supporting Congregation Or Chadash
financially and through hours they contribute in
volunteer roles.
We live in a high cost of living area. On top of
that, membership dues requested by
Congregation Or Chadash are high. These
factors combine to make it difficult for some
parents of active members to maintain their
desired Or Chadash membership.
Background
Congregation Or Chadash currently has three
membership categories
35 and Over: One or more member family
adults are age 35 or over at the start of the

COC fiscal year (June 1)
Under 35: All member family adults are under
age 35 at the start of the COC fiscal year
Under 30: All member family adults are under
age 30 at the start of the COC fiscal year
(youth membership)
These membership categories all have the same
rights and privileges. They differ in the
requested membership and building fund
pledge amounts.
Proposal
This policy introduces an additional
membership category - Multi-Generational
Membership.
This category will apply to member families
where all of the following hold true:
1. All Multi-Generational senior member
family adults are age 70 or above at the
start of the COC fiscal year
2. A child of the multi-generational senior
member family has his/her own Or
Chadash family membership in the ‘35 and
Over’ or ‘Under 35’ category
3. The child’s family membership does not
have a custom dues arrangement and is not
receiving a religious school scholarship
4. The child’s family membership is in good
financial standing
The suggested membership pledge amount for
the Multi-Generational membership will match
that of the Under 30 membership category. No
building fund will be requested. Building
maintenance fee will be optional.
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Thank You to Our Donors _________________
Thank you to our generous donors. Note that this list includes donations that were deposited during
late April, May, and early June. Please contact the office for more information.
General Donations
Luciano Benenati
Howard & Melissa Benowitz
William Dean & Karen Rosenfeld-Dean
Susan Gellert
Rachel & Christopher Goodrich
Howard Kaufman
Fred & Barbara Marx
Fred Petok & Marsha Weber
Nancy & Scott Wolfson

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
William Dean & Karen Rosenfeld-Dean
Tree of Life
Phil & Leslie Dicken
Yahrtzeit Board
Fred Petok & Marsha Weber in memory of
Florence Weber, mother of Marsha Weber.

Mazel Tov _____________________________
Congregation Or Chadash extends our congratulations on the Bar Mitzvah of Brody Peang-Meth on
August 22.
Congratulations to Cindy & Larry Bender on the birth of their grandchild, Harrison Reid Bender
(parents are Emily & Andrew Bender) on May 13.

Condolences ___________________________
Condolences to Jeff Bass on the death of his beloved mother, Gloria, who died on June 6.
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Yahrtzeits ______________________________
If you have an upcoming yahrtzeit that is not listed, please call the office at 301-482-1025,
and we will add any names you wish to remember. Names will be read at Shabbat services
during the week of a loved one’s death. When two dates are shown, the names will be read
during the Friday evening and Saturday morning Shabbat services. Note that the second
column lists the observing member.
Friday, July 3
Ludwig Cahn
Samuel Felrice
Lawrence Solowey

Grandfather of Lisa Cahn
Son of Andrew & Alison Felrice
Father of Rona Kandel

Friday, July 10
**Ferrell Winfield Furr
Leonard Wolfson
Rhonda Zinn
Doris Locke
Milton Marx
George Slong
Sarah Soltar
Frances Weidler

Father of Susan Gellert
Grandfather of Ron Isaacson
Sister of Donna Goldsteen
Mother of Ralph Locke
Father of Fred Marx
Uncle of Barbara Marx
Grandmother of Fred Petok
Mother of Nancy Isaacson

Friday, August 21 & 22
Clara Seltzer de Wechter
Florence Freitag
Ina Glosman Weinstein

Mother of Ruth Fajner
Grandmother of Michael Abrahams
Mother of Alana Hyman

Friday, August 28
Pearl Garfunkel Gould
Sylvia Ar
Jane Nadler
Ruth Rosenberg

Mother of Diane Levitus
Risa & Patrick Robinson
Mother of Karl Nadler
Mother of Daniel Rosenberg

Friday, July 17
Robin Colby
JoAnn Medina Pinkerton
Mitch Bender
Helene Marx

Stepmother of Andrew Colby
Mother of Karl Lorenz
Father of Dave Bender
Mother of Fred Marx

Friday, July 24
David Berman
Charles Privot
Earl Tropp

Father of Terry Lewis
Uncle of Phil Zeidman
Grandfather of Anne Gussow

Friday, July 31
Craig Held
Irwin Lacritz
Jerrod Bernstein
Evelyn Rosenthal
Doris Mandelbaum
Hank Allen Greenburg
Elizabeth Gregory Murphey
David Ortman
Peter Stahl
Roberta Fisher
Louis I. Weber

Husband of Heather Held
Father of Robert Lacritz
Father of Ellyn Baum
Grandmother of Lou Rosenthal
Risa & Patrick Robinson
Randi & Chad Mack
Mother of Janyce Dissin
Husband of Robin Farquhar
Brother of Vivian Stahl
Mother of Sue Carr
Father of Marsha Weber

Friday, August 7
William King
Lowell Bender
Jim Graf
Linda Evans
Mollie Lipshy

Father of William King
Uncle of David Bender
Father of Edward Korenge
Cousin of Ellyn Baum
Grandmother of Karen Conner

Friday, August 14
Israel Lazaruk
Sigmund Baum
**Paul Benowitz
**Yahrtzeit plaque

Father of Fran Zavin
Father of Joe Baum
Father of Howard Benowitz
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Adult Learning Opportunities abound at Congregation Or Chadash!
July to November 2020
There is a minimum number of students for most classes to run,
so please RSVP to orchadashadmin@cong-orchadashmd.org
For questions, please contact Rabbi Kobey at rabbi@cong-orchadashmd.org

The COVID-19 situation has led to these events happening online, currently. Look for Happenings and
other emails from the temple with updates about how to “Zoom” in! Each event, each week, will have
a unique Zoom link. Do not try to use the link from a previous week.
Tikkun Middot: This is a Jewish mindfulness
class. It offers an opportunity to slow down and
look inward, both in terms of breathing and in
terms of Jewish thought. We will look at our
breathing and have a few Jewish quotes to
ponder and discuss as well. Tikkun Middot
literally means “repairing measurements,” but
it really means repairing ourselves. We
encourage you to participate in every class, but
you would be welcome to attend even if you
cannot attend every class.
Tuesdays, July 14 & July 28 - 11:45-12:30
RSVPs required. No session in August.

Talmud Study: Talmud is a breadth of Jewish
law and story that spans approximately 1000
years. Many of our laws, traditions, and rituals
stem from the Talmud. This is a drop-in class,
so come whenever you can. However, if you
know that you might attend, please let Rabbi
know so that she can send you the material.
While anyone is welcome, even at the last
minute, many of the “regular attendees” read
the material in advance.
Saturdays, July 11, July 25, August 8 at
11:00am
Saturday, August 22 - time tba

Torah Study: This is a drop-in class, so come
whenever you can. Every week there is a
weekly Torah portion for synagogues around
the world. Discuss the weekly Torah portion
and how it relates to modern life. While anyone
is welcome, even last minute, many of the
“regular attendees” read the material in
advance. Bring your questions, comments,
ideas, or just come and listen and participate as
you wish.
Saturdays, weekly, regularly at 9:30am
(except the time for August 22 will be
announced).

Beyond Dispute: Debates that Shape Jewish
Life: Among the topics: Hasidism today; new
ways of honoring the Shabbat; whether to
contribute to Jewish organizations or broader
ones; and “commitment and critique” in regard
to Israel. See the separate announcement in this
issue of FOCUS.
Fridays, July 10, July 24, August 7, August
21, September 4, September 25, October 16,
October 30, November 6 - 12:00pm-2:00pm.
RSVPs required. $12 per session, or $72 for all
of the remaining 9 sessions.
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Friday Noon Course
“Beyond Dispute: Debates that Shape Jewish Life”
Attend one Meeting, Several, or All!
The overall topic is “Debates in Jewish Tradition.” The course consists of an introductory session and
then ten sessions, each with a specific topic, such as Maimonides, Hasidism, new ways of observing
Shabbat, finding meaning in the prayer book, the family in Judaism, and commitment vs. critique in
regard to the State of Israel. (For full list, see below.) The course was put together very effectively by
faculty members of the Jewish Theological Seminary.
The class meets on various Fridays at 12 noon and lasts 90 minutes, with another 30 minutes at the
end for freer interaction (or you can just log off). The remaining nine sessions will take place on July
10, 24; Aug. 7, 21; Sept. 4, 25; Oct. 16, 30; and Nov. 6
Cost: $12 per session, or the bargain price of $72 for all remaining 9 sessions. To sign up for a single
Friday session, several Fridays, or the 9 sessions, please send your check to the temple at 24800 Kings
Valley Road, Damascus MD 20872.
The following is the outline of the course:

I. Introduction
1. Does Dispute Unite Us or Divide Us? The Complex Legacy of Debate in Jewish Tradition

II. Disputing Jewish Practice
2. Is Judaism Particularist or Universalist? Giving Tzedakah in a Global Era: Rabbi Jan Uhrbach
3. When Can We Legitimately Modify Tradition? Waging War on Shabbat: Rabbi Eliezer
Diamond, PhD
4. Do We Need to Mean What We Pray? Sacrifices in the Siddur: Rabbi Daniel Nevins
5. Who Wields Authority in Jewish Ritual? Smashing Wine Barrels and the Patriarchy: Dr.
Marjorie Lehman

III. Disputing the Essence of Judaism
6. What Defines Our Relationship with God? A Tale of Two Covenants: Dr. Benjamin Sommer
7. Does the Torah Contain Everything We Need to Know? The Maimonidean Controversy: Dr.
Alan Mittleman
8. Is Judaism a Religion of the Heart or the Mind—and Who Decides? Hasidism and its
Opponents: Dr. David Fishman

IV. Disputing the Jewish Future
9. What Do We Mean by Jewish Continuity? The Legacy of “Be Fruitful and Multiply”: Dr.
Michal Raucher
10. How Much Should Tragedy Define Us? The Holocaust in Contemporary Jewish Life: Dr. Edna
Friedberg
11. Can Commitment and Critique Coexist? Teaching Israel in the 21st Century: Dr. Alex Sinclair
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